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To the Right Honorable 


HENRY Lod RICH 


KENSINGTON. 


Earl of Holland , Captain of His 
M a1itsT1s Guard, and Gentle- 


man of the Bed-chamber, Chancellor of the 


Univerſity of Cambridge, Knight of the moſt Noble 
Order of the Gam Tz , one of His 
| Majelſties Moſt Honorable Privie 
Councell, 
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And Great Example 


Of true Honor and Chivalry: 
FRAN: QUARLES 


Preſents and Dedicates 
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Preſent thee bere with a Hiſtory of Arg- 
lus a4 Parthenia, «the fruzts of broken: 
hours. It was a Ciens taken out of the 
Orchard of Sir Philip. Sidney, of pre- 
crous memory, whith I have lately graff- 

< ed upon a Crab-ſtock, 1n mine own, It 
hath brought forth many leaves, and promiſes pleaſing 
fruit, if malevolent eyes blaſt tt not in the bud. Thts book 
differs from my former, as @ Courtier, from a Church- 
man : But if any think-tt anfit for one to play both parts, 
I have preſidents for it : And let ſuch know, that Fhaue 
taken but one Pla-day tn fpxe : However, I ſhould beſhrew 
that hand that binds them all together to make one Vo- 
lume, 1 this diſcourſe, I have not affeRed to ſet thy un- 
derſtanding on the Rack, by the tyranny of ftroug Lines, 
which ( as they fabulouſly report of China diſhes) are 
made for the third generation to make uſe of, and are the 
meer ich of wit +, under the colony of which, mary have 
ventured ( truſting to the Ocdipean conceit of thesr 1n- 
gentous Reader) to write non-ſence,and fellomouſly father 
the created expoſittons of other men ;, ' not unlike ſome 
Painters, who firſt make the piflure, then, from the opt- 
non of better _ _ whom 1t nt ct 
Theſe lines are ſirong enough for my purpoſe : If not for 
thine, yet read Wy, and yet fox. ra, hb = be 
magnified 


—— 


To the Reader, 


magnified by thetr weakneſſe. Reader, thou ſhalt in the pro- 
Ja of this Story , meet with a ſ-eming Solcecitm ; 
which ss this ; Demagoras h:s ſo foul a deed perpetrated 
upon the fair Parthenia, is fully expreſt ;, and yet, the 
revenge thereof paſt over inſilence ; wherein ( as 1 con- 
cetue) I have not dealt unjuſtly. When Prometheus ſtole 
fire from Heaven to animate and quicken bis aytifictal 
Loates, the ſeverer gods for purilhmen* of fo bigh a ſa- 
criledge, ſtruck him 3.0t dead with a ſudden Thunder-bolt, 
bat (to be more deeply avenged) let him live, to be tor- 
mented with Vultures, continually gnawing on his Liver, 
The ſame kind of torture had Ixion; ſo bedSifonbes ; 
ſo had Tantalus : Drd thex Demagoras fault equal (if 
not exceed) theirs, and ſhould his puniſhment be leſſe > 
Had my pen delivered him dead tn your hands, what 
could yow have had more > His accurſed memory had ſoon 
rotted with his baſer name, and there had been an end of 
him : In- which reſpeR, 1 have ſuffered him to lrve, that 
he may ſtand like a Jack a Lent, oy a Shroving Cock, 
for every one to ſpend a Cud 1 at,to the worlds end, Ladies, 
(for in your ſilken laps T know this Book nill chuſe tolie, 
which being far-fetched, 7 the Stationer be wiſe, will be 
moſt fit for you)my ſuit is, That you would be pleaſed to give 
the fair Parthenia your noble entertainment : She hath cyoff 
the Seas for your acquaintance, and is come to live and die 
_ you 3 to whoſe gentle hands I recommend ber, and kiſſe 
tem. 


Dublin, ths 4. 
of March, Fax:QvaRrLEs. 
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The Firſt Book, 
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Ithin the limits of th' Arcadian Land, 
V Whoſe grateful bounty hath inricht the hand 
Of many a Shepheard Swain, whoſe rurall Art 
(Untaught to gloze, or with a double heart 
To vow difſembled Love) did build ro Fame 
Eternall 7rophzes of a Paſtorall name : 
Thar ſweet Arcadia; which, in antique dayes, 
Was wont to warble out her well tun'd layes 
To all the world ; and, with her Oaten Reed, 
Did ſing her love whilſt her proud flocks dia tec : 
Arcadia, whoſe deſerts did claim to be 
As great a ſharer in the Daphzean Tree, 
As his, whoſe lowder <#zead proudly ſings 
Heroick conqueſts of victorious Kings : . 
There (it th'cxuberance of a word may {well 
So high, that Apgels may be ſaid to dwell) 
There dwelt that Y7rgzz, that Arcadian glory, 
Whoſe rare compoſure did abſtract the ftory 
Ot true perfection, modellizing forth 
The height of beauty, and admired worth z 
Her name Parthenra, whoſc unnam'd deſcent, 
Can ſcrve but as a needlefle complement, 
To g1ild pertection : She ſhall boaſt, alone, 
What bountcous Art, and Nature makes her _ 
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Her mother was a Lady, whom deep age e ' 
More fill'd with honor, then difeaſes; ſage, ' 
A modeſt Matron, ftri&, reſerv'd, auſtere, 

Sparing in ſpeech, bur lib'rall of her car ; 

Fierce to her foes, and violent where ſhe likes ; 
Wedded to what her own opinion ſtrikes : 
Frequent'in alms, and charitable deeds, 

Ot mighty ſpirit, conſtant ro her beads, 

Wiſely ſuſpicious ; bur what need we other 

Then this 2 Ste was the fair Partheita's Motner ; 
That rare Parthe-1a,in whoſe hcavenly eye 

Sits Maiden mildnefſc, mixt with Majeſty, 

Whoſe {ccret power hath a double skill ; 

By frowns or {miles to make alive, or kill ; 

Her cheeks are like to banks of faireſt flowers, 
Inricht with ſweetnefle from the twilight ſhowers, 
Whercon tholc jars which were ſo often bred, 
Compoſed were, betwixt the white and red ; ; 
Her hair rought down beneath her Ivory knees, ? 
As if that Nature to ſo rare a piece 

Had meant a ſhaddow : labouring to ſhow 

And boaſt the utmoſt, that her hand could do: 
Like {malleſt flax appcar'd her Nymph-like hair, 
Burt onely flaxe was not {ſo ſmall, to fair : 

Her lips like Rubies, and you'd think, within, 

In ſtead of tecth, that orient Pearls had bin : 

The whiteneſs of her dainty neck you know, 

It ever you beheld the new-faln Szow ; 

Her Swan-like breſts were like two little Spheares, 
Wherein, each azure line in view appears, 
Which, were they obvious but to every cye, 


All liberall Arts would turn Aſtronomy : 


Her 
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Her ſlender waft, her lilly hands, herarms 
I dare not (ct ro view ; becauſe all charms 
Forbidden are : my baſhfull Adſe deſcends 
No lower ſtep : Here her Commrſ5r0n ends, 
And by another vertue doth enjoyne 
My pen to treat pertc&tion more divine. 
The chalt Draza, and her Virgin crew 
Was but a Type of one that ſhould enſuc 
In after ages, which we finde expreſt, 
And here tulfll'd inchaſt Parthezra's breſt ; 
True vertue was the obje@of her will , 
She could no 111, becaule ſhe knew no il ; 
Her thoughts were noble, and her words not laviſh, 
Yet free, but wiſely weigh'd ; more apt to ravith, 
Then to entice ; We beautified with Art, 
Then naturall iweetneſs : in her gentle heart 
Judgernent tranſcended; from her milder breſt 
Paſhon was not exiled, but repreſt : 
Her voice cxcel'd, nay, had you heard her voice 
But watble forth, you might have had the choice, 
To take her for ſome {mooth-fac'd Cherub17:, 
Or cl{c {ome glorious Angel, that had been 
A treble ſharcr in th'eternall joycs, 
Such was her voice,ſuch was her hcavenly voice : 
Merry, yer modeſt ; witty, and yet wilc ; 
Nor apt to toy, and yet not too too nice ; 
Quick,but not raſh; Courteous,and yer not common; 
Not too familiar, and yet ſcorning no man. 
In brief, who would relate her praiſes well, 
Muſt firſt bethink himſelf, whar 'tis r'excell. 

When tlicſe porteions had enhaunc'd the name 
Of rare Parthe42, nimble winged Fame 

B 2 Grew 
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Grew great with honor, ſpreads her haſty wings, 
Advanc'd her Trumpet, and away ſhe ſprings, 


And with her ful-mouth'd blaſt ſhe doth proclame 


Th'unmated glory of Partherta's name : 

Who now but tair Par:henra > what report 
Can finde admittance in th' Arcadian Court 
Burt fair Partherra's z Evcry ſolcmn feaſt 

Muſt now be {weetned, honor'd, and poſleſt 
With high diſcourſes of Partherras glory, 

And every mouth mult breath Parthezra's ſtory. 
The Poet ſummons now his amorous quill, 
And ſcornes aſhſtance from the Sacred Hill : 
The {wcet-lipt Orator takes in hand to raiſe 
His prouder (tile, to ſpeak Parthez14's prailc. 
The curious Painter wiſcly doth diſplace 

Faire Venus, ſets Parthema in her place. 

The plcader burnes his Books, difdaines the Law, 
And talls in love with whom his cycs ne'r ſaw, 
Healths to the fair Parthezra flic about 

Ar every board, whilſt others, more devout, 
Builds Idols to hcr, and adore the ſame, 

And Parrets learn to prate Parthentaes name : 
Some truſt to fame, {ome ſecretly diſprize 

Her worth ; ſome cmulates,and {ome envies ; 
Sore doubt, {ome tear leſt raviſh Fame belic her, 
And all that dare beleeve report, admire, 

Upon the borders of the Arcadran Land 
Dwelt a Lacoztan Lord : Ot proud command, 
Lord of much people, youthtull and of tame, 
More great then good ; Demagoras his name : 


Ot ſtature tall, his body ſpare and meager, 


Thick ſhouldred, hollow cheek'd, and viſage eager, 
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His gaſhfull countenance ſwarthy, long and thin, 
And downe cach ſide of his reverted chin 

A lock of black negle&ed hair (befriended 

With warts too ugly to be ſeen) deſcended ; 

His rowling cycs were deeply ſunk, and hiew'd 


Like fire : *Tis ſaid, they bliſter'd where they view'd. 


Upon his ſhoulders from-his fruirfull crown, 
A ruggcd crop of Elf-lecks dangled down : 
His hide all hairy ; gariſh his arrire, 
And his Complexion meerly Earth and Fire ; ; 
Perverle to all ; extenuating what 
Another d1d, becaulſc he did it not : 
Maligning all mens a&ions but his own, 
Not loving any, and belov'd of none : 
Revengctull, cnvious,def pcrately ſtout, 
And ina word, to paint hum fully our, 
That had the Monopoly, to fulfill 
All vice ; the Hzeroglypbick of all ill. 
He view'd Parthezza's tace. As from above, 
Firebals of lightning hurl'd by angry Jouve, 
Confound th'unarm'd beholder art a blow, 
And leave him ruin'd 1n the place : Even fo 
The peerelefſe beauty of Parthenta's eyes, 
At the firſt ſight did conquer and ſurprize 
The laviſh thoughts of this amazed lover, 
Who void of ſtrength to hide, or to diſcover 
The tyrannous ſcorching of his ſecret fires, 
Prompted by paſſion, with himſelfe conſpires : 

Accurs'd Demagoras ! Into what a Fever 
Hath one look ſtruck thy ſoule > O never, never 
Toberecur'd\ If Thad done amiſs, 
Hath Heaven no eaſier plagues in Fore but this > 

Y Pro- 


Prometheus pats are xot ſo ſharp as theſe, 
Our ſins yet labaar d both of ove diſeaſe ; 
Our faults are equal : Both ſtole fire from Heaver., 
Our faults alike, why are our plagues nneven ? 
Be juft, O make not ſuch unequall ods 
Of equall ſins : Be juſt, or elſe no gods : 
Why ſend ye down ſuch Angels to the earth, 
To mock poore mortals 2 or of mortall byrth 
If ſuch a Heaven-lthe Paragon may be, 
Why do ye not wonnd her as well as me > 
But why do I tmplore your atds 1h Vain, 
That are the higheſt Agents tn my patn ? 
Poore wretch | What hepe of help can ye aſſure me, 
when onely ſhe, that made the wound, can cure me ? 
D:tine Parthenia, Earths urualued Jewel ; 
would thou hadſt been leſs glorious, or leſs crucll : 
VVhen firſt thine eyes aid to theſe eyes appeare, 
T read the hiſtory of my ruine there, 
My neceſsaryrutne : Heaven, nor Hell 
Can ſalve my ſores, by belpe of Prayer or Spell ; 
Gods are unjuſt, and if with charmes, I haunt her, 
Her eyes are counter-charmes, t'inchant th'tnuchanter 
VVhy do I thus exulcerate my diſeaſe > 
By adding torments, hope I to find eaſe > 
Is ot her cruelty enough, aloe, 
But muſt 1 bring freſh torments of mine own ? 
Cheare up Demagoras : *Trs a wiſe mays part - 
Not to loſe all if his unprattis'd art 
Serves not to gatn: A Gamſter may not chuſe 
His chance : It is ſome conqueſt not to looſe : 
Look to thy ſeife : Let notnjurious blaſt 
Of cold defpaire cull thy green woundstoo faſt 
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For time to cure : O, hope for no remiſſion 

Of parn, till Cupid ſend thee aPhyluwion, 

She 15 a woman 5 if a nomany then 

My title's good + Women were made for men. 

She is a womax.y though her heavenly brow 

Write Angell, and may ſtoop, and though not now 3 
Women, by looks, will not be underſtood 

V.tll therr hearts aduiſe with fleſh and Hood, 

She 1s a woman, Theye's no reaſua why, 

But ſhe (perchance) may burne as well as 1, 

Move then, Demagoraslet Parthenia kaow 

The ſtrength of her own beauty, 18 thy woe : 

Feare z0t ; what thou ador ft, Lean to moves 
(bris-croſſe fere-runs the Alphabet of love : 

Tis halfe perfefed, what 15 once begun : 
She is a woman, and ſhe muſt be won. 

Like as a Swain, whoſe hands have made a vow, 

And ſworn allegiance to the peacefull Plow, 
Preſt out for ſervice in the Martiall camp, 
Ar firſt (unentred) finds a livelefle damp, 
Belcagring every joynt, as often {wounds ; 
As here he viewes his word, or thinks of wounds ; 
Arlength (not finding any meanes for flying, 
Switcht and ſpurd on with defp'rate feare ot dying ) 
He hewes, he hacks, and in the midſt he goes, 
And freſhly deals abour his frantick blowes ; 
Even ſo Demagoras, whoſe unbred faſhion 
Had never yet {ubſcrib'd to loves {weet paſsion, 
Being call'd a Combartant to Cupras field, 
Trembles, and ſecretly reſolves to yield 
The day without a partly, till at length, 
kiercely tranſ| ported by th'untutor'd firength. 


of 
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Of his owne paſsion, he himſelfe aſſures, 
That deſp'rate torments muſt have deſp'rate cures z 
And thus to the divine Partherza's cars 

Applies his ſpeech, devoid of doubts and fcars, 


(1) Faireſt of creatures, if my ruder tongue, 
To right it ſelfe, ſhoald doe your patience wrong, 
And liwleſs paſſion makes tt too too free, 

O blame your heavenly beauty and not me ; 
It was thoſe eyes, thoſe precious eyes that firſt 
Enforc'd my tongue to ſpeake, or heart to burſt : 

From thoſe deare eyes I firſt recetV'd that wound, 
which ſeek for cure, and cannot be made ſound 
But by the hand that ſtruck : To you alone 
I ſue for help, that elſe muſt hope for none : 

The; crown my joyes, thou Antidote of deſpazre, 

And be as mercifull as thou art fair ; 

Natare, (the bounty of whoſe lberall hand 
Made thee the Jewell of the Arcadian Land) 

Intended tn ſo rare a prize, to boaſt 
Her maſtey-piece : Hts Tewells are but loſt ; 

Shine then, and rob not Nature of her due, 

But bonor her, as ſhe hath honour'd you. 

Let not the be of all her works lie dead 
I the mice Casket of a Maidenhead : 

What fhe would have reveal'd, O doe not ſmother, 

Th'art made in vatne, unleſs thou make another : 
Grue me thy heart, and for that gift of thine, 

Leſt thou ſhouldft want & heart , ile gre thee mine, 


AS. 
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eAs richly fraught with love, and laſting duty, 
As thou with tyertu*, or thine eyes with rants 
why dofl thou ſfrowne > Why does that heavenly brow 
Not made for wriackles, ſhew a wrinckle now ? 
Send forth thy brighter Sun-ſhine, aud the while, 

O lend me byt the tw1l:ght of a ſmale : 

Give me oze amorous glance 3 why ſtand ft thou mute ? 
Diſcloſe thoſe ruby lips, and grait my ſutte : 

Speak (loves) or if thy Coubtfull minde be bent 

To ſiler.ce let that ſilence be conſert : 

Ner bez I love of alms, although 14: part, 

My words may ſeem t'tmplead my own deſert ; 
D:ſdatie me 0t, although my thoughts deſcend 
Below themſel ues, to ex j3y ſo farre a friend. 

I, that have oft nith teares been ſought toyſue ; 

And Queens have been his ſervaits, that ſerves you: 
The beautzes of all Greece have been at ſtrife 

To win the name of great Demagoras wife, 

And been deſpis'd,ot worthy to obtarne 

So bigh an hozour ; what they ſought (iz vaize) 

1 heave preſent thee nith, as thine owne due, 

It betng an honoar fit for n0ze Eut you : 

Speake then (my love) and let my lips make known 
That T am either thize, or 10: mie own. 

Have you beheld when freſh Aurora's cye 
Sends forth her carly beames, and by and b 
Withdrawecs the glory of her facc, and ſhrowds 
Her chccks behind a ruddy maske of clouds, 
Which, who beleeve in E7ra Pater ſay, 
Preſages wind, and bluſtry ſtormes that day. 
Such were Parthezta's looks; in whole faire face 


Roſes and Lillies, late had cquall place, 


But 


« 
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But now, 'twixt Maiden baſhfulncſle, and ſpleen, 


Roſcs appcar'd, and Lillies were not ſcen : 


She paus'd a while, till at the laſt, ſhe breaks. 
Her long kept angry ſilence, thus, and ſpeaks. 


My Lord, . 
Had your ſtrong Oratory but the Art, 
To make me conſcrous of ſo great deſert, 
As you perſwade, Tſkhould be Lound in duty 


To praiſe your Rhet rick as you praiſe my beauty ; 


Or if the jail y of my judgement could 

Flatter my thoughts ſo grey, as to bold 

Your words for currant, you might boldly dare 
Count me as foolrſh, as you terme me faire, 

If you wie Courtſhip, Fortune knowes that I 
Have z0t ſo ſtrong @ game, to ſee the te : 

Alas, my $k1ll durſt ever undertake 

To play the game, where hearts be ſet at ſtake 3 
Needs muſt the loſſe be great, when ſuch have b17 
Sellome obſer d to ſave themſelues, that mtz: : 
You crave my heart, my Lord, you crave withall, 
Too preat amiſchiefe : My pcore heart's too ſmall 
To fill the concate of ſo great a treſt, 

whoſe theughts can ſcorne the am:rous requeſt 

Of love-ſick Queens, and can 7 the warn, 
And fafrous ſuits of Laates with diſdatne : 

Stoop rot ſt 0 low beneath your S elfe (great Lord) 
To h ve Parthenia : Shall ſo poore a word 
Statn your faire lips, whoſe merits doe proclame 
A move tranſcendent ſortune, then that name 

Can give > (all down Joves winged Purſitvanty 
And give his tongue the power to enchant 


Son? 
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Some eaſie Goddeſs, 11 your name, and trea: : 
A marriage fitting ſo ſublime, ſo great i 
A mindns yours, and f/ll the fruttfull earth 

with Hero's, ſprung from ſo drume a birth : 

Parthenia's heart could xewer yet aſpire 

So bigh : Her home-bred thoughts durſt ne're deſire 

So forid an honor, matcht with ſo oreat pride, 

To hope for that, which Queeres have been dent'd, 

Be miſe, my Lord, Touchſafe not to repeat 

S*unfit a ſuit : Be wiſe as you are great : 

Adrarce your notle Thoughts ; hazard no more 

To nrack your fortunes on ſofieet a ſhoye, 

That to the wiſer worle, 1t may be known, 

The leſs yare mine, the more ye are Jour own, 

Like as a guilty priſoner, upon whom 

Offcndcd Juitice larcly paſt her doom, 

Stands trembling by, and hopelcfle ro prevail, 

Bauls not for mercy ; but to the loath'd 1a:l 

Drags his ſad Irons, and from thence commends 

A hatity ſuit to his ſeledted friends, i 
Thar by the verrue of a quick Keprreve, 

The wretch might have ſome tew days more to live. 
Even ſo Demagoras, whoſe rewounded heart 

Had newly felt the unexpected ſmart 

And ſecret burthen of a deſperate doom, 

Replics not, takes no leave, hos quits the room ; 

And in his diſcontented minde, revolves 

Ten thouſand thoughts z and, at the laſt, reſolves 
What conrſe to run, rclying on no other 
But the aſsiſtance of Parihezra's mother. 7 
Forthwith his fierce miſguided paſsion drove 
His wandring ſteps to the next neighbouring grove z 
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A keen Steeletto in his trembling hand 
He rudely grip'd, upon his lips did ſtand 


A milke-white froth; his eyes like flames; ſometimes 


He curſes Heaven ; himſclte; and then the times; 
Railesat the proud Parthexra ;, raves ; deſpairs ; 
And from his head rends off his tangled hairs ; 
Curſcs the womb that bare him 3 bands rhe Fares, 
And drunk with Spleen, he thus deliberates : 
why dyeſt thou not, Demagoras, when as death 
Lenas thee a weapon > Can the whizang breath 
Of ciſcontents and paſsion ſend rehef 
To thy diſtrattion, or aſſwage thy grief > 
why mov't 0: thou the gods > or, rather, why 
Dot ot contemn, and ſcorn their power, and te ? 
But ſtay | Of whom doft thou complatn > A woman, 
To whom ( fond man.) doſt thou complain > A woman. 
And ſhall a womans frowns bave power to grieve thee ? 
Or ſhall a womans wanton ſmile reheve thee ? 
Fie, fie, Demagoras, ſhall a womans eye 
Prevaile, to make the ſtout Demagoras oe, 
Ajndleave to after trmes an entred name 
Ith' Calender of fools > Rouze up for ſhame 
Thy waſted ſpirits : whet thy ſpleen, and lrue 
To be reveng'd : She, lhe that would not grve 
Admittazce to thy profer'd love, muſt drink 
The pot103. of thy hate : fttr then the ſink 
Of all thy paſs:on ; where thou carft not gain 
By fairer language, Tarquin-ltke conftiraine. 
But hald thy 2. Demagoras, ad adviſe 5 


Art grues aduantage oft where force demes : 
$:ſpend thy fury : Make Parthenias mother 
The meanes : One Adamant will cut another : 
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Sweeten thy lips with amorous Orator y ; 
Aﬀe# her tender beart with the ſad ſtory 
Of thy dear love : Extol Parthenia's beauty : 
But moſt of all, urge that deſerved duty 
Thou ow'ſt her vertue, and make that the ground 
Of thy þrff love ; that gave thy heart the nourd : 
Mingle thy words with ſighes ant in it meet, 
If thou canſt force a teare, to let her ſee't, 
Agarnſt thy will, Let thy falſe tongue forbear 
No tows, and though thou beeſt forſworn, yet ſwear : 
If ere thy barren lips ſhall chance to pauſe, 
For want of words ;, Parthenia zs the cauſe, 
who hath benumb'd thy heart ; if ere they go 
Beyond their liſts, Parthenia made themſo: 
wWithall, be ſure, a hen ere thou ſhalt aduance 
The daughters vertues, let the glory glance 
Vpon the prudent mother : women care not 


Toheare too much of vertue if they ſhare not. 
when thus thou haſt prepar d ber melting ear | 
To ſoft attention, cloſely, in the rear d 


Of thy diſcourſe, prefer thy ſad petition 

That ſhe would leaſe to favour the condition 

Of a a;ſtreſsed lover, and afford 

In thy behalfe, a mothers tzrely word; 

So ſhalt thou wrack thy Vengeance by awile, 4 

And make the mother bawd to her own child. 7; 
He pauſed not; bur like a raſh proje&or j 

(Whole frantick paſsion was ſupreme dircor) 

Fixt his firſt thoughts, impatient of the ſccond, 

Which might been bettered by advice, and reckon'd 3 

All time bur loſt, which he beſtewed not J 

On the execution of his hopetull plot : ls | 
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Forthwith his nimble paces he divided 
Towards the Summer Pallace, where reſided 
The fair Parthenta's mother, boldly en ters, 
Andaftcr muruall complement adventers 

To breake the Ice of his diſſembled grief : 
Thus he complaines, and thus he begs relief : 


L Xen? 
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(2 ) Madam, 
The hopefull thriung of my ſutt depends 

 Vyon your goodneſs, and it recommends 
+ Tt ſelfe unto your alour, from whoſe hand 
3 It muſt have ſentence, or to fall, or land: 
Thrice three t1mes hath the Soveratgn of the night, 
Repair'd her empty hornes with borrowed light, 
Since theſe ſad eyes, theſe beauty-blaſted eyes 
Were ſtricken by a light that did ariſe 
From your bleſt wombe, whoſe unaſswaged ſmart 
Hath prerc'd my ſoule, and wounded my poore heart ; 
7 It is the fatre Parthcnia, whoſe diune 

* And glorious tertue led thoſe eyes of mine 

To therr owns rutne ;, Like a wanton fite, 

1 dallied with the flame of her bright eye, 
«Tull T have burn'd my wings : O,:f to love 

Be held a ſin ;, the gualty gods atoe 

(Bering fellow ſinners with us, and commit 

Theſe ſelfe ſame crimes ) may eas ly pardon it. 

O thrice diyine Parthenia, that haſt got 

eA ſacred privaledge which the gods bave not, 

If thou haſt doom'd that I ſhall be bereaven 
Of my loath'd life, yet let me ate forgruen ; 
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And welcome death that with one happy blow 
Grues me more eaſe, then life could ever ape. 
Madam, to whom ſhould my ſad words appeal 

But you > Alas, to whom ſhould I reveal 

My dying thoughts but unto you, that gave 

Being to bh that hath the power to ſawe 

My waſted life 5 the language of a mother 

Moves more then teares, that trickle from another. 
With that a well diſsembled drop did ſlide 

From hts falſe eyes, The Lady thus repli'd ; 


My honorable Lord, 
If my untimely anſwer bath preverted | 
Some farther words your paſsion would have vented, 
Pardon my haſt, which tn a ruder faſhion 
Sought onely to divide you, from yonr paſs10s : + 
The love 58k beare Parthenia muſt claime 6 
The priviledge of mine ear, andin her name, 
(Though from an abſent mind, and yet unknown) 
Returne I thankes, with intereſt of my own. 
The little judgement, that the gods have lent 
Her downy yeeres (though in a ſmall extent) 
Does challenge the whole freedome of hey chotce, 
In the reſignement of a mathers voyce : 1 
The ſprightly fancies of a Virgins minde ' 
Enter themſelves, and hate to be confinde 3 & < 
The hidden embers of a lovers fire y 1 
Deſire no bellowes, but their owne aeſire ; 4 
And like a Dedalus his forge, if blown, q \ 
Burnes him and dies ; blaz-s, if let aloze : F. 
Loves affet without adviſement, that [ 
which Letng moſt perſwaded to, they hate. F 
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My Lord,adjourn your paſs10n, and refer 

The fortune of your ſuit to time, and her' 

Like to a Prnace 1s a lovers minde, 

The Satl þ1s fancy 1s, a ftorme of winde 

Hrs uncontrouled paſs1on5 the Stear's 

Hzis Reaſon ;, Rocks and Sands, are deubts and fears : 
Your ſtorme being great, like a wiſe Pilot beare 
But little Sail, and ſtoutly ply the Stear : 

Leaie then the olence of your thoughts to me 
My Lord, too haſty gameſters overſee. 

Go, move Parthemia 3 and Juno's bleſsrng 
Attend your hopefull ſuite, 1n the ſuppreſſ1ag 


Loves common evils ; and if her warme deſire 


Show but a ſparke, leave me to blow the fire. 
Go, loſe 30 time : Lovers muſt be laborious ; 
My Lord, go proſperous and returne Vitiortous, 

With that, Demageras (proſtrate on thegrojnd 
As if his cars had heard that bleſſed ſound, 
Wherewith the Delphiaz Oracle acquites 
The accepted ſacrifice)pertormes the rites 
Of quicke devotion, to that heavenly voyce, 

Which ted his ſoule with the malignant joyes 
Ot vow'd revenge, up from the floor he {tarts, 
Blefſes the tongue thar bleſt him, and departs. 

By this time, had the Heaven-ſurrounding Steeds 
Qucll'd their proud courage, turn'd their fainting 
Into the lower Hemiſphere, to cool (ixcads 
Their flaming Noſtrils in the Weſtern Pool, 

When as the dainty and mollitious Aire 

Had bid the Lady of the Palace ſhare 
In her refined pleaſures, and invited 
Her gentle ſteps, fully ro be -—_— 
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In thoſe ſweet walks, where Flora's liberall hand 
Had given more freely,then to all the Land, 
There walked ſhe ; and in her various minde, 
Projects and caſts abour which way to finde 
The progreſſe of the young Partherza's hearr ; 
Likes this way : then a ſecond thought does thwart 
The firſt ; likes that way; then a third the {econd ; 
One while ſhe likes the match, and then ſhe reckn'd 
Demagoras vertues : now her feare intices 
Her thoughts to alter z then the counts his vices : 
Sometimes ſhe calls his vows and oathes to minde; 
Another while, thinks oarthes and words but winde. 
She likes, diſlikes 3 her doubrtull thoughts do vary ; 
Reſolves, and then reſolves the quite contrary : 
Oae while ſhe feares that his malign aſpect 
Will give the Virgin cauſe to diſaffct : 
And then propounds to her ambitious thoughts 
His wealth, the golden cover of all faults : 
And from the Chaos of her doubr, digeſts 
Her fears ; creates a world of wealth ; and reſts, 
With that, ſhe ſtraight unfixt herfaſtned eyes 
From off the ground ; and looking up,cſpies 
The faire Partherra, 1n a lonely bowre, 
Spending the treaſure of an evening hour : 
There {ate ſhe, rcading the ſweet ſad diſcourſes 
Ot {haricle's love ; the entercourtes 
Ot whoſe mixt fortunes taught her tender heart 
To feele the {elfe-ſame joy, the ſelfe-ſame ſmart : 
She read, ſhe wept 3 and, as ſhe wept,ſhe ſmil'd, 
As if her equall eyes had reconcil'd 
Th'extrems of joy and grief : ſhe clos'd the Book, 
Then open'd it, and. ne. amilden look, 
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She pities lovers ; muſing then a while, 
She teaches (miles to weep; and tears to ſmile : 
Ar length, her broken thoughts ſhe thus diſcovers. 
Vnco. ſtant (taie of poore diſtreſsed loteys ! 
Is all extreame in love > No meane at all > 
No d/aughts 1ndifferent > Etther bony or gall > 
Hath Cupids antuerſe no temp'rate Lone, 
Either atorrid, or a frozen one > 
Alas, alas, poor lovers) As ſhe lpake 
Thole words, from her diſcloſed lips there brake 
A gentle ſigh ; and after that another : | 
With that, ſteps in her unexpeced mother, 
Have ye beheld, when T:tazs luſttull head 
Hath newly div'd into the Sea-greene bed 
Ot Thetrs,how the baſhftull Horizon | 
(Enforc'd to {ce what ſhould be {cen by none) 
Looks red for ſhame z and bluſhes to diſcover 
Th' inceſtuous pleaſures of the Heaven-born lover ; 
So look'd Parthenrazwhen the ſuddain cyc 
Ot her unwelcome mother did deſcry 
Her ſecret paſſion : The mothers ſmile 
Brought forth the daughters bluth; and level coyl 
They (mil'd and bluſht ; one (mile begar another , 
The daughter bluſht, becauſe the jealous mother 
Smil'd on her; and rhe lent mother {mil'd, 
To (ce the conſcious bluſhing of her child : 
At length, growngreat with words, the did awake 
Her forced ftilence, and ſhe thus beſpake ; 
Blulh ;.ot, my fatreſt dawghter © Tis 1.0 ſhame 
Topity lowers, or lament that flame, 
which worth and Leauty kindles 13 the breſt 
'T1s charjty to ſucconr the deſtreſi 
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ws The diſpoſtion of a generous heart 

Makes every grie(e her own; at leaſt, bears part. 
What Marble, ah what Adamantine ear 

Ere heard the flames of Troy, without a tear ? 
Much more the ſcorching of a lovers. fire, 
(whoſe deſperate fewellishis own deſire) 

May boldly challengeevery gentle beart 

To be joyntenant in his ſecret ſmart.. 

why doſt tho bluſh > why did thoſe pearly tears 
Slide downe 2 Fear not : This arbour hath 10 ears : 
Here's none but we 5 ſpeake then : It 1s n0 ſhame 
7 oſhed a tear ; thy mother did the ſame : 

Says bath the winged wanton with h1s dart, 

Sent ere a meſ5age to thy wounded heart ? 
Speake, 11 the name of Hymen I conjure thee ; 
If ſo, Thave a Balſam ſhall recuze thee , 

1 fear, I fear the yaung Laconian Lord 

Hath lately left ſome tndigeſted word 

In thy cold ſtomacke ; which, for want of art, 

I doutt, I doubt, lies heavy at thy heart : 

If that be all, revealing brings reliefe 3 

Silence in-love but multtplyes a grief ; 

H1d ſorrows deſperate, n0t to be induy'd, 

which betng but diſclos'd,1is eas ly curd : 
Perchance thou lov} Demagoras, and would'(t ſmother 
Thy cloſe affe&ton from thy angry mother, 
And-reap the dainty fruits of love unſeen ; 

T did the like,or thou badſt never bees : 

Stoin goods are ſweeteſt. If it be thy mizde 

To lovern ſecret, I will be as blind 

As be that wounded thee >, oy if thou dare 
Acquaint thy mother, then a mothers care 


Shall be redoubled, till thy thoughts acquire 
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The ſweet fruttion of thy choice deſire : 
Thou lov'jt Demagoras : 1f thy lips deny, 
Thy conſcious heart muſt gt ue thy {ot the bye :. 
Aud if thy liking countermand my will, 
Thy puniſhment ſhall be to love hrmſtill : 
Then love bimſtill, and let bis hope znheris 
The crown belonging to ſo fary amertt 
His thoughts are noble,and his fame appears 
To ſpeake, at leaſt, an age above his years : 
The blood of h1s 1ncreaſing honor ſprings 
From the high ftocke of the Arcadian Kings : 
The gods have bleft-him with a liberall hand, 
Enricht him with the prime of all the land: 
Honor and wealth attend his gates, and what 
Can he command that he «1 eS10t ? 
All which, and more, (if mothers can divine) 
The fortune of thy beauty hath made thine > 
He 1s thy Capttue, and thy conquering eyes 
Hare tcoke him priſoner ; he ſubmits, and lies 
At thy dear mercy hoping ne'r to be 
Ranſom'd from deaths/y any prices but thee. 
Wrong nt thy ſelfe, in betng too too nice, 
And what(perchance)may not be profjer'd twice, 
Accept at firſt : 1t 1s a foolsh minde 
Tote too coy : Occaſton's bald behinde, 
Tis 30t the common worke of every da 
T* afford ſuch offers ; take them while you may, 
Tames alter : Touth and beauty are but blaſts, 
Ve then thy time,whilſt youth and beauty laſts: 
For if that loath'd and infamous reproach 
Of a ſtale matd,but offer to 1ncroach 
Vpon 0ptn1on, th* art in _ 
Like garments kept till yhey be out of faſhion : 
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' Thy worth, thy wit, thy vertwes all muſt ſtand 


From Cupids ſpring : This blubber'd hook makes kom 


Like ne at out-cries, priz'd at ſecond band ; 
Reſolue thee then, enlarge thy Virgin life 
With th' honorable freedome of a wife : 
And let the fruits of that bleſt marriage be 
A living pledge betwixt my child and me. 
So ſaid ; the fair Parthenia(in whoſe heart 
Her ſtrong affe&ions yet had got the ſtart 
Of her obcdience makes a {uddain paul, 
Strives with her thoughts ; objects the binding laws 
Of filiall duty to her beſt afteCtion, 
Sometimes ſubmits unto her own election, 
Sometimes unto her mothers : Thus divided 
In her diſtrated fancy, ſometimes guided 
By one dcfire,and ſometimes by another, 
She thus reply'd toher attentive mother : 
Madam, 
Think not Parthenia, under a pretence 
Of ſilence, ſtudies diſobedience : 
Or by the crafty ſlownefs of reply, 
Borrows a quicke advantage to deny : 
It lyes not tn your power, to command 
Beyond my will 5 unto your tender band 


1 here ſurrender up that little All IN 
You gave me, freely to diſpoſe withall : y 
The gods forbtd, Parthenia ſhould reſiſt 
What you command, command you what you liſt : 8 
But pardon me, the young Laconian Lord s 


Hath made aſſault, but never yet could board 
This heart of mine : I wept, 1 wept tndeed 
But my miſconſtrued ſtreams did ne'r proceed 


whoſe 
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whoſe griefes 7 wept ; Lwept not for mine own; 

My lowly thouzhts durſt never yet aſpire 

The leaft degree, tawaras the proud deſire 

Of ſo great bozor, to be call'd his wife 

For whom amb1tious Queenes have been at ſtrife ; 

He ſu'd for love,aud (trongly ded tmportane 

My heart, more pleaſed with a meaney fortwne ; 

My breaſt was marble, and my heayt forgot 

All pity 5 for tndeed, T lov'd him not : 

But Madam:z, you, to whoſe more wiſe diref101:s 

1 bend the ftouteſt of my.ralh affetons, 

You have commanded, and your will ſhal be 

The ſquare of my uneven deſires, and me ; 

Ie praftiſe duty, and my.deed ſhall ſhow :ts 

Ile prattiſe love, though Cupid zever know tt. 
When great Baþl:us:(he whole princely hand 

Nouriſhrt long peace in the Arcadian land) 

With triumph, brought to his renowned Court 

His new eſpouſed Queene, was great reſort 

Of forain States, and Princes, to behold 

The truth, that unbeleev'd reporr hath told 

Of fair Gyecra's worth : 'Thirher repair'd 

The Cypriaz Nobles, richly-all prepar'd 

In warlicke furniture, and well addreſt, 

With ſolemn Jouſts to glorihe the feaſt 

Ot marriage royall, lately paſt berweene 

Th' Arcadiau King, and his thrice noble Qreene, 

The fair Gyrecta, in whole face and breſt, 

Nature, and'curious art had done their beſt, 

To ſum that rare perteQion, which(in bricte) 

Tranſcends the power of a-ſtrong belicte 3 

Her Syre was the Cyprean King, whoſe fame 


Receiv'd 
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Receiv'd more honor from her honor'd name, 
Then if he had, with his victorious hang, 
Unſceptred halte.the Princes in the land:: 

To tell the glory of this Royall Feaſt, 

The Bridegrooms ſtate,and how the Bride was dreſt ; 
The princely fervice, and the rare delights; 

The ſeveral names and worth, of Lords and Knights; 
The quaint Impreſa's their deviſetul ſhows 3 
Their Martial ſports, thcir oft redoubled blows ; 
The courage af this Lord, or that proud horle ; 
Who ran, whogot the better, who, the worle, 
Is not my taske, nor lies it in my way, 

To make relation of it : Heraulds may :: 

Yet fame and honor have {ele&ed one 

From that illuſtrious crue; and him alone 

Have recommended to my carefull quill, 
Forbidding that his honor ſhould lye ſtill 

Among the reſt, whom fortune and his ſpirit, 
That day,had crowned with a victor merit : 

His name was Ar galus, in Cyprus born : 

And (it what is not ours, may adorne 

Our proper fortunes)his blood royall ſprings 
From th' ancient ſtock of the great (yprian Kings: 
fis outſide had enoughto ſartisfic 

The expe&tation of a curious eyc : 

Nature was too too prodigall of her beauty, 

To make him halte fo fair, whom fame and duty 
He ought to honour, call'd fo often forth 

T approve the excellence of his manly worth : 
His mind was richly furniſht with the treaſure 
Of morall knowledge,in ſo liberal meaſure, 
Not to be proud : So valiant and ſo itrong 


| 
C 


' $4 
A 
45 


0 AM. Sin DAAS Ana. 20a. cad. Fs <-> @ cn ace. — = ie uu ww mr WW SzE WwWF + — TY ” WF  —”_ on ” 


| il 


Mi Nh Mz mW ME” om + > E 


1 , 
\\ 1 NR0h 


: 
W'l | 11} 1 : 


+ ot 
y 


HY rk \y 


a{\V\ 


Book. I, & Argelurand Parthens, 


Of noble courage, not to dare a wrong : 
Friendly to all men, inward but with few; 
Faſt to his old friends,.and unapt for new: 
Lord of his word, and maſter of has paſſion, 
Scrious in buſineſle, choice in recreation: 
Not too miſtruſttull, and yet wiſely wary 
Hazd to reſolve, and then as hard to vary : 


: Andtoconclude, the world could hardly finde 
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So rare a body with {q rare a minde, 


(3) Thrice had the bright ſurveyor of the heaven 
Divided out the dayes and nights by even 
And cquall hewers, fince this child of fame 
(Invited by the glory of her name) 
Pirſt view'd Partherza's face, whoſe mutuall cyc 
Shot equall flames,and with the ſecret tyc 
Of undi{clo{'d affection, joyn'd together 
Their ycelding hearts, their loves unknown to cither: 
Both dearly lov'd ; the more they ſtrove to hide 
Their love, affection they the more deſcride. 
It res beyond the power of art toſmotber 
Afton, where one vertue findes another, 
One was their thoughts, and their deſires one, 
And yet both lov'd, unknowne; belov'd, unknowne-: 
One was the Dart, that at the ſelfe-ſame time 
Was ſcent: that wounded her, that wounded him : 
Both hop'd,both fear'd alike, both joy'd,both oriev'ds 
Yet,where they both could helpe, was none reliev's ; 
Two lov'd,and two beloved were, yct none 
But 
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But two in all, and yet that all but one. 

By this time had their barren lips betraid | 
Their timerous ſilence ; now they had diſplayd pf: 
Love ſanguine colours, whilſt the winged Child wo 
Sate in a tree, and clapt his hands; and {myl'd q 
To {ce the combat of two wounded tricnds, | 
He ſtrikes and wounds himſelte, while ſhe defends 

That would be wounded, tor her pain procceds, \ 
And flows from his, and from |:1s wound ſhe bleeds; © 
She playes at him, and aiming at his brc ft, + 
Pierc'd her own heart : And when his hand addreſt 
The blow to her fair boſom, there it found 

His own dcar hcarrt, and gave that heart the wound : 
Ar length both conquer'd, and yet both did yield, 
Both loſt the day, and yet both won the field : 

And as the wartare of their tongues did ceaſe, 

Their lips gave carneſt of a joytull peace, 

But O the hideous chances that attend 

A lovers progreſs, to hrs journtes end | 

How may deſp'rate rubs, and dangers watt 

Each mizzute, on bis miſerable ſtate | 

Hrs hopes do bmld, what ſtratght kis fears deſtroy: 
Sometrmes he ſurferts with exceſs of joy * 

Sometimes deſpatring ere to find rehefe; 

He roares bereath the tyranny of entef 3 

Ard when loves current runs with greateſt force, 

Sone oburous mſchief ſtill diſturbs the-courſe : 

For lo, no ſooner the diſcovered flame 

Ot theſe new parted lovers did proclame 

Loves ſacred Jubilcc ; but the V irgins Mother 

(The poſture of whole viſage did diſcover 
Some {crious matter, harb'ring in her breſt) 
Enters the room : Hale angry, halte in jeſt, She 
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She thus began : My, deareſt child, this mght, 
when as the ſilewt darkneſs arduwate 


(4) Mine eyes toflumber, ſundry theoghe poſseſt 
My troubled mind, androb'd me of my veſt ; 
I jepe zot, till the early bugle horn 
Of Chanticlere had ſummon'd 12 the morn 
T attend the Light,and nurſe the new born Day : 
At laſt,yhen Morpheus, n1th bis leader key 
Had lockt my ſenſe,and inlarg'd the power 
Of my beaten-gutded fancy, for an hour 
Iſlumbr'd ;, and before my ſlumbring eyes, 
Oregand the ſelfe ſame dreame preſented thrice z 
Twak'd and being frighted at the viſion, 
PercerV'd the ob made an apparition. 
My dream was this : Me thought I ſaw thee ſitting 
Dreſt like a princely Bride, with robes befitting 
The ſlate of Majeſty ; thy Nymph-like hair 
Loojly arsſhevel'd, and thy brows did beare 
A Cyprelis wreath ; and (thrice three monetbs expir'd) 
Thy pregnant womb grew heauy nd requir d 
_ Lucina's ard ; with that, me thought Iſaw 
A team of harueſt Peacockes fiercely draw 
A fiery Charict (rom the fli:ing skes, 
Wherein there ſate the glorious Majeſty 
Of great Saturnia, oz whoſe tratn attended 
A hoſt of goddeſſes , Juno deſcended 
From out the flaming Chariot, and bleff 
Thy parnfull womb : thy patns a while zncreaſt, 
&2 
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At lengthſhe laid her gentle palms upon 
Thy fruitfull flanke,zand there was born aſon :. 
She made thee mather of a ſmiling boyz. 

And after, bleſt thee with a mothers joy : 
She kiſt the Babe , whoſe fortune ſhe foretold 3 

For on his bead ſhe ſet a crown of gold, 

Fortbmith, as if the heavens had cloven in ſunder, 
Me thought T heard the horrid noyſe of thunder ;, 
The hail [torm'd downe, and yet the skie was clear, 
Some hailſtones that deſcended did appear 

As Orient pearls, ſome like refized gold, 

whereat the goddeſs turn'd, and ſaid, behold, 
Great Jove hath ſent a zift ; go forth, and taket: 
Thus ba«ing ſpoke,ſhe vaziſht and I wak'd? p 
Impak dan waking trembled ;, for I knew 

They were no 1dle paſſages, that grew 

From my diftemperate thoughts : *twas not 4 Vain 
D. luſron roung froma troubled brats : 

It was a Viſtonzand the gods foreſpake 
Parthenia's fortune : gous cannot miſtake, 

IT lik'd the dream, wheretz the heaven foretold 
Thy joyfull marriage, and the ſhower of gold 
Betokezed wealth : -The Trfants golden Crown, 
Enſuing honor: Juno's comiy.g downs 

eA ſafe deliverance, and the ſmiling Boy 
Sum'd up the totall of a mothers joy : 

But what the wreath of Cypreſs( that was ſet 

Vpou thy :.uptiall brons Jpreſag'd, as yet 

The goc's keep (rom me : 1f that ſecret doe 
Portend an etill;healen keep it from thee too, 
eAduiſe Parthenia : ſecke not to withſtand 
The plot whexety the gods Vouchſafe a hard: 
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Submit thy mill ttheirs ; what they enjoyne, 
Muſt be ; nor lies it 1 my power, or-thize- 
Tocontrad:# : Endevour to fulfill 

whatelſe muſt come to paſs againſt thy will, 
Now by the filtal duty Thos 3 bear 

The gods and me,or if ought elſe more dear 

Can force obedtence 59s thou hoy'ſt to ſpeed 

At the gods hands, 1n greateſt time of need 5; 

By heaven, by hell, by all the powers above, 
There conjure Parthenia to remove 

All fond conceits, that labor to diſjoyn 

what heaven bath kit, Demagoras heart and thize 
The gods are farthfull ; and ther m1ſdoms know 
what's better for us mortals, then we db : 

Doubt not (my childe) the gods ca not decerve : 
What heaten does offer, fear 10t to recetue 

With thankfull hands; paſs not ſo ſlightly over 
The dear affefton of ſo true a lover : 

Pity his flames,relieve his tortur'd breſt, 

That findes abroad 10 joy, at home no reſt : 

But, like a wounded Hart before the hounds, 
That flyes, with Cupids javehz in his wounds : 
Str up thy rak'd up embers of deſire, 

The gods will-brizig in fewel and blow tbe fire 3 
Be gentle , let thy cordzall ſmiles reuaue 

His waſted ſparats, that onely cares to live 

To do thee honor * Tt was Cupids wt, 

The Dart he ſeathould onely wound, not till; 
Teeld then : and let th ingaged gods powre downe 
Their promss'd bleſsngs on - headzand crowne 
Thy youth with joyes 5 and maſt thou after be . 
As bleft. tz thines as I am bleſt 3n thee, 
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' Thety power, to make oxe miſerable wretch, 


So ſaid, the fair Paythenza, ro whoſe heart 
Her fixt deſires had taught th'unwilling, Art 
Of diſobedience, calls her judgment in, 
And, of two evils, determines it aſin 
More venial, by a reſolute denial, 

To prove-undutiful, then be diſloyal 
To him, whoſe heart a ſacred vow had tyed 
So faſt ro hers ; and(weeping)thus replied. 

Madam 
The angry gods hate late conſpir'd to ſhow 
The utmoſt thetr enraged bands could do, 

And hang latd aſide all mercy, ſtretch 
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Whoſe curſt and tortur'd ſoule muſt ozely be 
The ſut jet of theer wrath ;, and 1 am ſhe. 
Hard 1s the caſe | my dear deſires muſt -=_ 
My <ows muſt crack ; my plighted faith be frail 3 
Or elſe affetizon muſt be ſo exil'd 
A mothers heart, that ſhe renounce her child, 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, a flowing tide 

Of rears guſht out, whole violence deny'd 
Th'intended paſſage of her doubling tongue : 
She ſtopt a while, then on the floor the flung 
Her proſtrate body, while her hands did tear 
(Not knowing what they did)her dainty hair : _ 
Sometimes ſhe ſtruck the ground, ſometimes her breſtz 
Began ſome words, and then wept out the reſt : 
Ar laſt, her liveleſs hands did, by degrees, 
Raiſe her caſt body on her feeble knees, 
And humbly rearing her ſad cycs upon 
Her mothers frowning viſage, thus went on. 

Vpon theſe knees, theſe knees that ne'r were bent 
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To you in Vain : that never did preſent 
Their unrewarded duty : never roſe 
without a mothers bleſſing ; upox. thoſe, 
Vpon thoſe naked kuees Trecommend 
To your dear thoughts, thoſe torments that attend 
Your poor Parthenia, whoſe unknown diſtreſſe 
Craves rather death, then language to expreſs, 
what ſhall 1 do > Demagoras and death 
Sound both alike to theſe ſad ears ; that breath 
That names the 0.6, does nominate the other : 
No, a0, I cannot love him, my dear mother. 
Command Parthenia ow to undergo 
what death you pleaſe, and theſe quick hands ſhall ſhow 
The ſeal of my obedtence 1# my heart : 
The gods themſel ues, that have a ſecret art 
To force affet10n, cannot Violate 
The laws of Nature, or the courſe of Fate, 
Can earth forget her burthen, and aſcend ? 
Or can th aſpiring flames be taught totend 
Toth'earth > If fire deſcend, and earth aſpire, 
Earth were no longer earth, nor fires fire : 
Even ſo, by natures 't1s all one tome, 
To love Demagoras and not to be : 
No, 1.0, the heauens can do n0 a that's greater, 
Then(hating made ſo)to preſerve their creature : 
And think you that the r1ghteous gods will fill me 
With ſuch falſe joyes,as(if 1njoy d)would kill me 2 
T know that they are mercifull, what they 
Command, they give a power to obey. 
The joyfull Viſion that your ſlumbring eyes 
Of late beheld, did promeſe ard compriſe 
A fairer fortune, then the heavens can jhare 
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T he poor Parthenia's merit ; whom deſpatre 
Hath ſwollow'd : Your propheticke dream deſcride 
A royall marriage ; pointed out the Bride : 

Her ſafe deliverance z and her ſmiling ſor, 
Honor and wealth 5 and after all was done, 


There wants a Bridegroom : hm, the heauens haveſeal 


within my breſtyby me,to bereveal'd ; 

which if your patience ſhall youchſafe to hear, 
My lips ſhall recommend unto your ear, 

when as Baſilius(may whoſe royall hand 
Long ſway the ſceptey of the'Arcadian land) 


From Cyprus brought his more then — Bride, 


The fair Gynecia, (whom as Greece dende 
Anequal ; ſo the world arknowledg'd none 
As her ſupertor1n per fettton :) 
V por this Ladzes roall tratn, and ſtate, 

A great concourſe of Nobles did await, 

Ard Cyprian prences, with therr princely port, 
To ſee her crown'd#n the Arcadian Court : 
Illuſtrious Princes werethey, but as far 

As midnight Phabe out-ſhines a twinkling ſtar, 
So far, among(t this rout of princes, one 

Surpaſt the reſt, in honor and yenown: 

whoſe perfef vertue findes more admiration 

Ir the Arcadian (ourt, then imitation : 

In th'excllence of his outwayd parts, and feature, 
The world concerves, the curious hand of Nature 
Out-went it ſelf ;, which being richly fraught 
Ard furniſbt with tranſcendent worth, is thought 
To be the choſen fortreſs for protefton 

Of all the Arts, and ftore-bouſe of perfe&ion : 
The Cyprus ſtock did ner, till now, bring forth 
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$0 rare 4 Branch, whoſe underualu-4 worth 

Brings greater glory to the Arcadian Land, 
Ther can the dull Arcadians underſtand : 

His name is Argalus : 

He (Madam) was that Cypreſs wreath,that crom.'d 
My nupttal brows : «And now the Bredegrocms* found, 
(loth'd in the myſtry of that Cypreſs wreath; 
which, ſince the better gods have pleai'd to breath 
Ito my ſoul; O mayT ceaſe to te, 

If ought Lut death part Argalus and me : 

Yet does my ſafe oLedience not w:thſtand 

What you deſire, or what the gods command : 

For what the gods command is your deſire 
Parthcnia ſhould obey; and not reſptre 

A 6 therr ſacred counſels, or withſtand 

The plot, wherein they have vouchſafd a band : 
We muſt ſubmit our wills, t hat they enjoyn, 

Muſt beznor lies 1t 33 your power or mine, 

To croſs : we muſtezdevor to fulfill 

What elſe muſt come to paſs agataſt our will ,, 

My cows are paſt, and ſecond heauens decree, 
Nothing ſhall part my Argalus and me. 

So ſaid, th'impartient mothers kindled eye 
(Halfe cloſed with a murtherous frown)let flic 
fircbal;from whence was ſhed 
Some drops of choler ; ſternly ſhakes her head ; 
With trembling hands unlocks the door, and flees, 
Leaving Parthenia on heraking knees : 

And as the fled, her fury thus began 

To open, Azd:s Argalus the maz > 

But there ſhe (tops, and ſtriving to exprels 
What rage had pre do nottung lefle. 
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All you whoſe dear affefttons have been teſt 
In Cupids Lanket, and unjuſtly croft 
Bywilfull Parents, whoſe extreame command 
Haue made you groan bereath their tyrannous hand , 
T hat take a furzous pleaſure to d ore 
Your ſouls from your beft thoughts,(nay what 1s worſe 
Then toriure)force your fancies to reſpect, 
And dearly loue, whom moſt you diſaffect 3 
D7aw near, and ccmfort the diftreſsed heart 
Of poor Parthenia 3 let your eyes rmpart 
0-e drop at leaſt : and whoſo'er thou te 
That read'ft theſe l1zes, may thy defire ſee 
That like ſucceſsgf reading, thou forbear , 
To wet this very paper mth a tear, 
Bchold(poor "(0 xv an howers time 
Hath pluck't her taded Roſes from their prime, 
Who, like an unregarded ruine, lies, 
With deaths untimely image in her eyes : 
She, ſhe, whom hopeful thoughts had newly crownd 
With promus'd joyes, lies grov'ling on the ground ; 
Her weary hands fuſtaines hct drooping head ; 
(Too ſoft a pillow for ſo hard ated ) 
Hereyes fools up,as loth to ſce the light, 
That would diſcover fo forlorn a fight : 
The flaxcn wealth of her negle&ed hairs 
Sticke faſt to lfer pale cheeks with dried tears ; 
And at firſt bluſh, ſhe ſcems, as if it were 
Some curious ſtatue on a Sepulchre: 
Sometimes her briny lips would whiſper thus, 
My Argalus; my deareſt Argalus : 
And then they clos'd again, as if the one 
Had kiſt the other, for that ſervice done, 


4 FF SY 3: P47 Lon Go IS 


. X _ 
_ an. _—_ Mt ran din Rm 


ci. 


PR. 
> _ 


Book. I. Argalus and Parthenia. 


35 


In naming Argdlus : fometimes oppreft 
With a deep Fob, ſhegave her fainting breft 
A ſudden ſtroke ; and after that another, 
Crying, Hard fortune, O hard-hearted mo! her | 
And ſick with her own thoughts, her paſsion ſtrove 
Betwixt the two extremes of gricfc and love : 
The more ſhe griev'd,the more her love abounded, 
The more ſhe lov*d,the more her hcart was wounded 
With deſp'rate gricf: ar length, the tyrannous force 
Of love and grict, ſent forth this ſelf-difcourfe. 
How art thou chang'a(Parthenta)how hath paſsion 
Put all thy thoughts and fences out of faſhion > 
Exil'd thy little judgment, and Letray'd thee 
To thice own ſelf'> How nothing hath it made thee > 
How ts thy weather-beaten ſoul oppreſt 
W1th [terms and tempeſts blown from the Northeaſt 
Of cold deſparre > which, long eve this, had found 
Eternal reſt ; had been orewhelm'd and dronn'd 
In the deep gulf of all my miſertes, 
Had I mot pumpt this water frommne eyes ; 
My vas! a : O nbere, O nh-re art thou > 
Thou lt: le thi;.k'(t thy poor Parthenia, zow, 
Is tortur'd tor thy ( ake ; alas, (dear heart | ) 
Thou k;,oweſt ot the unſuffcrable ſmart 
1 a;.der4o for thee : thou doſt not keep? 
A Regiſter of theſe ſad tears I weep) 
No, #0, thou deft 7,0t. 
well, well ; from henceforth, Fortunc, do not ſpare 
To do the worſt thy attrue miſchiefe dare ; 
Deriſe new torments, or repeat the olt,, 
Viatill thow burſt, or I complain : Be told 
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As litter ;, I diſdaine thy rae, thy power 3 

Wii's leyeld with the earth, can tall no loxer 1 

Do ; ſpit thy Terome forth, and temper all 

Thy ſtudied attrons with the ſpirit of gall: 

Thy prafii["d malice can 1.0 charm detiſe 

T 06 ſare for Argalus to exerciſe : 

H js love ſhall ſwecten death, and make a torture 
My (partfull paſtime, to make howers ſhorter : 

Hzs love ſhall full my heart, ard leave 0 yoom 
Wheretn your rage may pratiife Martyrdom. 

Bur cre that word could uſher out another, 
The tender Virgins marblc-hearted morher, 
Enters the chamber ; with a chang'd aſpect 
Bcholds Parthezta; with a new re{ſpe&t 
Salutcs her child, and(having clos'd the door) 
Her helpful arm removes her from the floor 
Vhereon ſhe lay ; and being fer rogerher, 


In gencle terms, the thus did commune with her : 


Perverſe Partheniay 7s thy heart ſo ſworn 

To Argalus þts love that it muſt ſcorn 
Demagoras z are your ſouls cor.joyn'd ſo cloſe, 
That my intrea'y may it interpoſe ? 

If ſo, what help? yet let a.mothers care 

Be not contemy'd, that bids hex child beware. 
The fickle that's too early, cannot reap 

A {ruitfull harvift 5 looke before you leap. 
Adjourn your thoughts, and make a wiſe delay, 
You caniot meaſure vertue ina day 
Vertues appear, bat Vices balke the light , 

Tis hardioread atice at the firſt bobs. 

Falſe are thoſe e joyes that are not mixt with doutt, 
Fire eaſily kindled , will not eaply out : 
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Divide tha: love, which thou beſtcw'ft on one, 
Twtxt two, try both, then take the Leff or 1,07 : 
Conſult with trme z, for trme bewrayes, diſcovers 
The faith, the love, the conſtancy of lovers. 
As doice in baſt by leaſure are repented, 
And things, ſoon paſt, are oft too late lamented. 
With that Parthenza, riting from her place, 
And bowing with incomparable grace, 
Made this reply : Madazr, each ſeverall day 
Sznce firſt you gave this body berng, may 
Write @ large Volum of your tender care, 
Whoſe hourly goodneſs if it ſhould compare 
With my deſerts, alas, the world would ſhow 
Too great a ſum for one pocy heart to owe. 
I muſt confeſſe my heart ts not ſo ſworn 
To Argalus bismerit, as toſcorn 
Demagoras 3 x0 yet ſo looſely trade, 
That I can ſlip the knot, and ſo diwide 
Entire affe ion, which muſt not be ſever d, 
Nor ever can be(but in Vain)endevor'd, 
My heart is one, and by one power guided: 
One 15 no number, cannot be druided : 
AndCupids learned Schoolemen have reſold 
That love diveded is but toue diſſolV'd : 
But yet, what plighted fatth and bonor may 
Not now undo, your counfell ſball delay, 
Madam, Parthenia's band is not ſo greedy, 
To reap her cornbefore her corn be read) : 
Her unad.iſed ſickle ſhall not thruft 
Into her bopefull Harveſt, ere needs muſt : 
To yours, Parthenia ſhall ſubmit ber skill, 
Whoſe ſeaſon [ball be ſeaſon'd by your will : 
F 3 
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Her time of harveſt ſhall admit na meaſure 
But onely what's proportioned Ly your pleaſure. 

$0 ended ſhe 5 bur till that darknefle gor 
The maſtry of the light, they parted nor : 
The mother pleads tor the Laconian Lord ; 
The daughter (whoſe impatience had abhorr'd 
His very name, had not her mother {pok'r ) 
She pleads her vow, which cannot be revok't : 
Yet {till the mother pleads, and does omir 
No way untry'd,that a hard-hearted wit 
Knows to deviſe ; perfwades, allures, intreats, 
Mingles hcr words with fmils,with tears,w* threats; 
Commands, conjures, tries one way, tries another, 
Does th'utmoſt that a marble breſted mother 
Can dog and yet the more ſhe did apply, 
The more ſhe taught Partherta to deny ; 
The more ſhe did aſſault, the more contend ; 
The more ſhe taught the Virgin to defend : 
At laſt, deſpairing(tor her werds did finde 
More hopes to move a mountain,then her minde) 
She ſpake no more ; but from her chair ſhe ſtarted, 
And ſpit theſe words, Go peewrſh Girl, and parted : 
Away ſhe flings, and finding no fucceſs 
In her loſt words, her fury did addreſs 
Her raging thoughts to a new ſtudicd plot ; 
Adions muſt now enforce, what words could nor. 
Treaſon is in her thonghts 3 her furious breath 
Can whiſper now no guage, under death ; 
Poor Argalus mult dic, and his remove 
Muſt make the paſſage tro Demagoras love : 
And till that bar be broken, or put by, 
No hope to ſpeed ; poor Argalus mult die. 
(5) Dem: - 
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(5) Demagoras is call'd to connſell now, 
Conſults, Conſents 3and after mutuall vow, 
Reſolving on the aR, they both conſpire 
Which way to execure their cloſe defires 
Drawing h1s keene Steeleto from hus fide, 
Madam(taid he ):hrs medicrie well apph'd 
To Argalus his boſome, will gtve reſt 
To bim, and me ; the ſuddatn way 1s beſt. 

My Lord,your trembling haud(laid ſhe) may miſs 
The mark, an.d then your ſelf 1n danger 1s 

Of out-cry 5 oy perchance 1s own reſiſtance © 
Attempts are dangerous, at ſo ſmall diſtance : 

4 Drug's the better weapon, which does breath 
Deaths ſecret errand, carries ſuddain death 

Clos'd up in ſweetneſs : Come, a Drug ſtrikes ſure, 
And workes our ends, and yet we ſleepe ſecure; 

My Lordhethink no-other ; ſet your veſt 

V pon theſe Cards 3 the ſureſt way 15 beſt : 

Leave me tomanage our ſucceſsful plot, 

And if theſe ſtudrous brows contrive 1t uot 

Too ſure for art of Magick 10 prevents 

Ne'r truſt a womans wit when fully bent 

Totake revenge © Be gone, my Lord, Repoſe 

The truſt in me : ond) be wiſe, be cloſe. 

That night, when as rhe univerſall ſhade 
Ot the un{pangled Heaven,8& carth had made 
An utter darkneſs ; (darknefſe apt to further 
The horrid enterprile of rapes,and murther ) 
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She, (he, that now lacks nothing to procure 
A ful revenge, ſhe calls Athleza to her, 
(Partheria's hnandmaid)whom ſhe thus beſpake 
Arhlcia, dare thy prtvate thoughts partake 
With mine > Canſt thou be ſecret > Has thy heart 
A leck,that 104.e canpick by theetalh art, 
Or breake by force > tell me, canſt thou digeſt 
A ſecret, truſted to thy faithful treft > 
Madam, ({aid ſhe) Let me be never !rae 
To my own thoughts, if ever falſe to you : 
Speake what you pleaſe 3 Arhleia ſhall conceal , 
Torments may make me roar, but ne'r reveal. 
Repli'd the Lady then : Arhleia knopws 
How much, how much my dear affetlions ows 
Parthenia's heart, wheſe welfarre is the crown 
Of all my joyes, which now 1s overthrown 
And deeply turied 1m forgotten duſt, 
If thou betray the ſecret of my truſt ; 
It leeth 13: thy power to remove 
Approching ewlls : Parthenia zs 2p love : 
Hey waſted ſpirits languiſh in her breft, 
And nought, but look d for death, can grvue her reſt , 
Tis Argalus ſhe loves ; who with diſdain 
Requites her love, not loving her agaty ; 
He ſlights her tears 3 the more that he negl eAs 3 
The more entirely ſhe(poor ſoul)affeRs : 
She groanes beneath the burthen of deſpair, 
And mith ber ſighes [he cloyes the idle air : 
Thou art acquaznted with ber private fears, 
And you, ſo oft exchanging tongues and tears, 
Muſt krow too mach,for one poor heart t' endure 5 
But deſperate's the wound admits no cure : 
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It lies 1 thee to help : Arhleias? ſay, 
wilt thou aſſift me, if 1 find the wy, ? 


Madam, my forced t guorance all be 


Sufficient earneſt for my ſecrecy : 


Tour = have utter d nothin g that is new 


To At 


leia's ears z alas, it 1s too true : 
Long, long ere this,your ſervant hath reveal 'd 
The ſame to yous had not theſe lips been ſeal'd : 


But if my beſt indeauours may extend 
To bring my Laates ſorrowes to an end, 


Let all th'enraged Deities allot 
To me worſe torment, if I do it not : 


My life*s too poor to ha zard for ber eaſe ; 


Madam, Ile do't, Command me what you pleaſe, 
So ſaid, the treacherous Lady ſtepr alide, 


Into her ſerious cloſet ; and appli'd 


Her haſty,and perfidious hands, to frame 
This forged Letter, in Parthenzaes name; 


eee, 


To her faithtull Argalus. 


' Lthough the malice of a mother 
Does yet enforce my tongue to ſmother 


what my deſire 1s ſhould flame 3 
Yet Parthenia's the ſame, 


Athough my fire be bid a while, 

Tis but fire ſlak'd with oyle : 

Before ſeven Swns ſhall riſe and fall, 
It ſhall burn, and blaze withall. 


what I ſend thee, drink with (; 
Elſe let my Argalus take hee 
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"_ thy providence withſtand, 
7 h-re 1s treaſon neer at hand : 
Drink as thou loy'ſt me, andit ſhall ſecure thee 
From future dangers,or from paſt , recure thee. 
Thy conſtant Parthenia, 
This done, and ſcal'd,ſhe op'd her private door, 
Call'd in Athleia, and ſaid, For every ſore 
The gods prouide a ſalve ; force muſt prevatle 
where ſighes and teares, and deep entreaties fail, 


(6) Forthwith, from out her Cabiner ſhe took 
A little glaſs, and ſaid, Arhleia, look, 
Within theſe lender walls, theſe elazed liſts, 
Parthcnia's happineſſe, and life tonſifts, 
1 is Nepenthe ; which the fattions gods 
D ufe to dr11k, when ere they be at ods 5, 
Whoſe ſecret vertuel ſotnfus d by Jove) 
Does turn deep batted 13to dearejt love; 
It makes the proudeſt lover whine and baual, 
Ard ſuch to dete, as never loV'd at all: 
Heretake this glaſſe, and recommend the ſame 
To Argalus 2x his Parthenia's zame, 
Ard to his haud, to his ownhand tommat 
This letter ; betweene Argalus azdt 
Let 0 eye come © Be ſure thy ſpeed prevent 
The riſing Sun ; and ſo heauers crown th'event. 
By thus, the feather'd Belmay of the night 
Sent forth his midnight ſummons, to invite 
All eyes to {lumber ; when they both addreſt 
Their choughttull mindes, to take a doubtfull reſt, 
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O heavens ! and you, O you celeſtiall powers, 
That never ſlumber, but tmploy all howers 
In mans protefion z ſtill preſ TUNg, keeping 
Our ſouls from obutous aangers, waking, ſleeping, 
0, can your all-diſcerning eyes behold 
Such tmpious afitons proſper uncontroÞd? 
O can your hearts, O your tender heayts indure 
Toſee your ſervant (that row ſleeps ſecure, 
Vnarm'd,unwarn'd, and hang no defence, 
But your proteRion,and his innecence ) 
Betray'd and murther'd, drawing at ene breath 
His own prepar'd deſtyu8tion, his own death > 
And mill ye ſuffer't ? be.that is the crown 
Of prized wertue, honor aud renown ; 
The flower of Arts the Cyprian liting ſtory : 
Arcadia's Garland, and great Greeces glory z 
The Earths new wonder, and the worlds example 
Muſt die betray'd ;, treaſon and death muſt trample 
Vpor his life z, and, 13: the duſt muſt lie 
As much admir'd perfeftion, as can die. 
No, Argalus, the coward hand of death 
Durſt ze'r aſſault thee, 1f not underneath 
The maske of love : thou art above the reach 
Of open wrongs ; mans force could ne'r make breac( 
Ito thy life : 30, Death could ze're uncaſe 
Thy ſoul, had ſhe appeared face to face. 
Dream,Argaluszand let thy thoughts be troubled 
with murthers,treaſon, let thy dreams be doubled : 
And what thy frighted fancy ſhall percive, 
Be wiſely ſuperſtitious, and beleeve. 
O,that my l1;.es could wake thee now, and ſever 
Thoſe eye-lids, that ere long muſt ſleep for ever : 
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wake now or never Argalus, and withſtand 
Thy danger : Wake the _— S 15 at hand : 
Parthenia, 0 Parthenia, who ſhall weep 
Thy world of tears ; Canſt thou, O canſt thouſleep : 
wil thy dull gentus grue theerleavue to ſlumber > 
Dees nothing trouble thee > 0 dream tncumber 
Thy frighted thoughts,and Argalus ſo near 
Hrs lateſt hower > Not one dreaming tear ? ; 
Sleepon: and when thy flattering ſlumber's paſt, 
Perchance, thine eyes will learn to weep as faſt + 
His death is plotted ; and this morjiang light 
Auſt ſend him down, 1nto eternall night : 
Nay what is worſe thez worſt ; bis dytng breath 
will cexſure thee, as Agent in his death, 

By this, the broad tac'd 2wrriſter of night 
Surceas'd her ſcreeching note, and took her flight 
To the next ne1ghboring Ivy : Birds and bcaits 
Forſake the warm protcctions of their neaſts, 
And nightly dens, whilſt darkneſs did diſplay 
Her ſable curtains to ler in the day 
When ſad Athlera's dream had unbenighted 
Her flumbring eycs,her bufic thoughts were trighted; 
She roſe, and trembled ; and being halfe diſtraught 
With her propherick fears, ſhe thus bethoughtr. 

What ails the gods thus to diſturb my reſt, 
And make ſuch earthquakes in my troubled reſt 
Nothing but death, aid murthers > Graves and Bells. 
Frightning my fancy, with thetr boxerly knells > 
Twas nothing but a dream 3 and dreams they ſay, 
Expound themſelues the clean contrary way : 
The n1ddle's read 3 and now I underſtand 
My dreams intexts : Some marriage is at band : 
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For death interpreted 18 notlang elſe 

But marriage ; and the melancholy Bells 

Is mirth aud muſicke : By the grave, 1s read 

The joyful, joyful, joyful marnage bed : 

T, tt 1s plain © and now, me thinkes 'twas I 

That my propheticke dream foretold ſhould dye. 
If this be death, Death exerciſe thy power, 

And let Athlcia die within thes hour : 

Do, dothy worſt, Arhlcia's fatthful breath 

Shall pray for nothing more then ſudden death. 
But (tay, Athleia, the too ſorward day 

Begins to gild the Eaſt ; away, away. : 

So having ſaid, the nimble fingered Lats 
Took the forg'd letter, and the amorous glaſle : 
And to her carly progreſs ſhe — her : 
Departs, and towards Argalus ihe hies her 3 
But every ſtep ſhe tooke,her mind enforc'd _ 
New thoughts,and with her ſelf ſhe thus difcours'd: 
How frail's the nature of 'a womans Will | 

How croſs | The thing that's moſt forbidden, ſtill 
They more deſire ;, and leaſt inclin'dto 0s 
What they are moſt of all perſwaded to: 

Had not(alas)my Lady bound theſe hands, 
Athleia ze'r had ſtruzled with ber bands : 

I muſt 30t taſte it | Had ſhe not enjoyn'd 

My lips from taſting it, Athlcia's minde 

Had never thought on't > now me thinks T long ; 
Deſtres gf once confin'd, become too ftrong 

For womans conquer'd reaſon to reſiſt : 

A womans reaſon's meaſur'd by her liſt, 

1 long to tafte 5 yet was there nothing did 

Move my deſire,but that 1 was forbud. 


(7) With. 
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G) With that,ſhe ſtaid her weary ſteps,and haſted 
Tunty the glals ; lift up her arm, and taſted : 
That done(and having now atrain'd,almoſt, 

Her journeys end)the little time ſhe loſt, 

New ſpeed regains : The nimble ground ſhe traces 
With double haſte,and quick redoubled paces, 
All on a ſuddain ſhe begins to faint : 

Her bowels gripe, her breath begins to taint : 
Her bliſte w rongue grows hot, her liver glows : 
Her veines do boyl,her colour comes and goes, 
She ſtaggers, falls, and on the ground ſhe lies : 
Swells Ike a bladder,roars,and burſts, and dics. 

Thus from her ruine Argalus derives 
His longer lite, and by her death he lives 
Live Argalas, and let the gods allot 
Such morning draughts,to thoſe that love thee not : 
Live lenge let the righteous powers above, 
That have preſerv'd thee for Partherra's love, 
Crown all thy hopes, and fortunes, with event 
Too ſure, for ſecond trcaſons to prevent. 

By this time, did the laviſh breath of Fame 
Give language to her Trumpet, and proclame 
Athleia's death; the current of which news 
Truths warrant hath forbidden to abuſe 
Deceived cars : which when the Lady heard, 
Whoſe treacherous heart was greedily prepar'd 
To entertain a murther, the arole . | 
And with rude violence deſperately throws 
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Her trembling body on the naked floor, 
But whar ſhe ſaid, and did, I will deplore, 
Nor utter ; but with forced ſilence ſmother, 
Becauſe ſhe was the fair Parthenra's mother : 
May it ſuffice, that the extreams of ſhame, 
And unreſiſted ſorrow overcame 
Her diſappointed malice, lefs lamenting 
The treaſon, then ſucceſs ; and more repenting 
Of what ſhe fail'd to do, then what ſhe did, 
Her ſullen ſoul deſpairs ; her rhoughts forbid 
What rcaſon wants the power to per{wade3 
Andericts bcing grown too deepe for her to wade, 
She ke ; and with a hollow figh, ſhe cried, 
wellcome thou eaſey of all euills, and died. 
Now tongues begins to walke; and every car 
Math got the Saturyaſis to hear 
This tragick Scene: the breath of Fame grows bold, 
Fears not repulſe,and f{corns to be control'd : 
Whilſt aw g report, (whole tender lips, betorc 
Durſt onely whiſper)now begins to roar ; 
The letter found in dead Athlezg's breft 
Bewray'd the plot,and what (before) was gueſt, 
Is now confirm'd and clear'd : for all men knew 
Whole hand it was, and whence the malice grew, 
But have we loſt Parthenia 3 1; what Iſle 
Of endlefs ſorrow lurks ſhe all this while » 
Sweet Reader urge me n0t to tell, for fear 
Thy heart 7. on. and melt 1iito a tear : 
Excuſe my ſulence : if my lines ſhould ſpeake, 
Such marble hearts,as could not meltywould breake. 
No, leave ber to her ſelfe 3 it 1s not fit 
To write, what being read, you'd wiſh unwrit : 
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I leave this taske to thoſe, that take delight, 

To ſee poor Ladies tortur din deſpight 

Of all remorſe ; whoſe hearts are ſtill at ſtrife 

To paint a torment to the very life, 

T leate that taske to ſuch, as have the pow'r 

To weep, and ſmile _ within an hour : 

To thoſe whoſe flinty hearts are more contented 
Toltm a orief then pity the tormented : 

Let it ſufficey'hat had not heaven proteed 

Her Argalus, the joy whereof correfied 

That furious grief, which paſſion recommended 

To ber ſad thoughts, her ſtory bere had ended, 
When reT". cnemy of Famc)had clos'd 
Her babling lips, and gently had compos'd 
Parthenraes torrows, railing from the ground 
Her body ſpent with grief,and almoſt drown'd 
In her own tears ; along expe&ed Sccan 

Of better fortune enters in,to drean 

Her marith eyes ; her ſtormy night of tears 


. Being paſt,a welcome day of joy "= 


The rock's remov'd,and loves wide Ocean now 
Gives room enough ; looks with a milder brow 
Reader;,forget thy ſorrows; Let thine car 
Welcome the tidings thou ſo long'ſt to hear, 

A lovers dict's {weet commixt with ſowre 5 
His hell and heaven oft times divides an houre. 


(8) Now Argalaus can find a fair acceſs 
To his Parthexz/a : Now, tears nothing leſle 
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Then ears and eyes; and now Parthenraes heart 

Can give her tongue the freedom to impart 

His louder welcom, whilſt her greedy cye 

Can look her fill, and fear no ſtander by : 

She's not Parthexza, he not preſent with her ; 

And he not Argalus, if not together : (chat 3 
Their cheeks are fill'd with ſmiles;their tongues with 
Now this they make their ſubje& : and now, that : 
One while they laugh; and laughing, wrangle too, 
And jar, as jealous lovers uſe to do : 

And then a kiſſe muſt make them friends again : 
Faith, one's too little ; Lovers muſt have twain ; 
Two brings in ten, ten multiplies ro twenty : 

That,to a hundred : then becauſe the plenty 

Grows troublcſome to count, and docs incumber 
Their lips, their lips gave kiſſes without number ; 
Their thoughts run backe to former times : they told 
Ot all loves paſſages they had of old : 

Ot this thing done, the time, the place and why z 

The manner how, and who were preſent by : 

The mothers craft, her undecciv'd fuſpition : 

Her bated words her marble diſpoſition : 

His pining thoughts, and her projeQting fears : 

His foliloquics, and her ſecret tcars : 
Where firſt they met ; th'occaſion of rheir meeting : 
Their complement, the manner of their greeting : 
His danger ; his deliverance ; and the reaton 
That firit induc't the Agents to the treaſon. 
Thus by the priviledge of time and leiture 
Their ſweet diſcourſes(crown'd with mutual _ urc 
Commixt with grief)chey equall with the light, 
And aftcr, grumble ar the envious night, 

; VWhich 
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Which bid them part too ſoon : what day deni'd 
In words, in thoughts the redious night ſuppli'd, 
Which blam'd the Fates tor doing Lovers wrong, 
To make the day fo ſhort, the night ſo long, 

But now the little winged god repented 
Thar he had laught ſo much ; his heart relentcd : 
His very foul grew lad ; his blinded eye 
Began to weep at his own tyranny : 
Laments their ſorrows : findes a fecret way 
To make the night as pleaſing as the day : 
Calls Hymezr in, and in his ear diſcovers 
The lingring torments of theſc wounded lovers: 
Gives him a charge, no longer to defer, 
T'cngroſs their names within his Regiſter, 
And now Parthearaes harveſt draweth near : 
(The dearly purchas'd price of many tear ) 
Her joy ſhall reap, what a world of grictc hath ſown: 
The time's appointed,and the day's ſet downe, 
Wherein {weet Hymer, with his Nuptiall bands, 
Shall joyn together their eſpouſed hands. 

Here ſtop my mule : retire thy {elf and ſtay, 
To gather breath againe the Marriage day. 


Readers, the joyfull Bride ſalutes ye all : 
Ii her behalfe, if any have let fall 

A tender tear, to thoſe [he makes requeſt 

That they'l be pleas'd to grace ber marriage feaſt. 
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Ail, gentle Pinace : Now the heavens are clear, 
\ YThe winds blow fair : Behold the harbor's ncar, 
Tridented Neptwre hath forgot to frown. 
The rockes are palt : the ſtorm is over-blown. 
Up weather-bcaten voyagers and rouze yc, 
Forlake your loathed C abbins 3 up and rouze ye 
Vpon the open decks, and ſmell the land : 
Chear up; the welcome ſhoreis nigh at hand: 
Sail, gentle P4nace, with a proſperous Bale, 
To th'lle of Peace : Sa1l, gentle Prnace, fail : 
Fortune conduct thee ; let thy keel divide 
The ſilver ſtreams, that thou maiſt ſafcly flide 
Into the boſom of thy quiet Key, 
And quit thce fairly of th'injurious Seg. 

Great Sea-born Queene, thy laribright grves thee power 
T affiſt poor ſupphants,orant one happy homer : 
0, let theſe wounded Lovers be poſſeſt, 
At leagth,of their ſo long deſired reſt. 
Now,now the joyftull marriage day draws on: 
The Br:de is buſie, and the Br:d-groom's gonc 
Tocall his fellow Princes to the teaſt : 
The Garland's made : the bridal Chamber's dreſt : 
H 2 
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The myſes have conſulted with the Graces, 

To crown the day,and honor their imbraces 
With ſhadow'd Ep:thalms : their warbling tongues 
Are pertc&in their new made Lyrick ſongs : 
Hymen begins to grumble at delay, 

And Bacchus laughs to think upon the dayz 
The virgin tapers,and what other rights 

Do appcertain to Nuptall delights 

Arcall prepar'd, whereby may be cxpreſt 
The joytull triumph of this marriage feaſt. 
But ſtay ! who lends me now an Iron pen, 
T'cngrave within the marble hearts of men 

A tragicke {ccan : which whoſo'er ſhall rcad,, 
His eycs may ſpare to weep, and learn to bleed 
Carnatian tcars : it time ſhall not allow 

His death prevented cyes to weep cnow, 
:Chen ler his dying language recommend 
Whar's Icft to his poltcrity ro cnd. 

Thou ſaddeſt of all Muſes, come, afford 

Thy ſtudzous belp, that each confounding word 
Hay rent a heari(at leaſt,) that every line 

May pickle up a Kingdome 16 the brize 

Of her own tears : O teach me how 't extraft 

The ſpirit of grtefe, wheſe vertue may diſtraft 
Theſe breſts, which ſorrow k1.0x3.nct how to kill, 
Inſpire, O inſpire my mel:tng quill, 

Ard like ſad Niobc, let every one 

That cannct mel: be turn'd into a ſtone : 

Teach me to patn: an aft-repeated ſigh 

So to the lifeythat whoſo'er l nygh, 

May hear it breath, and learn to do the like 

By amzetationstill true paſs1on ſirike 

There 
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Their Eleeding hearts : Let ſuch as ſhall rehearſe 
This ſtory, houl like Irith at a berſe. 
Th'cvent ſtill crowns thea& : Let no man ſay, 
Betore the evening's come, 'tis a fair day : 
For when the Kalends of this bridal feaſt 

Were entred in,and every longing breſt 
Waxt great with expeRation, and all eyes 
(Prepar'd for entertaining novelties) 

Were grown impatient now, to be {uffic'd 
With tnat, which Art and Hozor had devis'd 
T' adorn the times withal, and to diſplay 
Their bounty,and the glory of that days 

The rare Parthema, taking tweet occaſion 

To bleſs her buſie thoughts, with contemplation 
Ot ablent Argalus, whole too long ſtay 

Made minutes ſeem as days,and every day 

A mcaſur'd age; into her ſecret bower 
Betooke her weary iteps, where every hower 
Her greedy cars expedt to hear.the ſum 
Ot all her hopes, that Argalus 15 come. 
She hopes,ſhe tcars at once ; and ſtil] ſhe muſes 


What makes him ſtay ſo long 3 the chides, excuſes; 


She queſtions,an{wers, and ſhe makes reply, 
And talks,as if her Argalus were by : 

Woy com'ſt thou zot > Can Argalus forget 

Hrs langutſhing Parthenia > What not yet ? 

But as the {pake that word, ſhe heard a noiſe, 


Which ſeem'd as if it were the whiſpering voice 
Of cloſe conſpiracy : ſhe began to fear 

She knew not what, till her deceived ear 
(Inſtructed by her hopes) had ſingled our 

The voyce of Ar2alas from all the rout ; 


Whoſe 
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Whole ſteps(as ſhe ſuppoſed did prepare, 

By ſtealth to ſeize upon her unaware : 

She gave advantage to the thriving plot, 

Hearing the noyle,as it ſhe heard it not: 

Like as young Doves, (which ne'r had yet forſaken 
The warm protedtion of their neſt, or raken 

Upon themlſclves,a ſclf-providing care, 

To ſhift for food, but with paternall fare 


\ Grow fat and plump ) think every noyle they hear, 


Their full-cropt parents are at hand to chear 
Their craving ſtomackes z whilſt rh'tmpatient fiſt 
Ot rhe falſe Cater, rifling where it liſt, 
In every hole, ſurpriſes them,and ſheds 
Their guiltleſic blood, and parts their gaſping heads 
From thcir vain ftrugling bodies 3 ſo, cven fo, 
Our poor decciv'd Parthexza, (that did ow 
Too much to her own hopes)the whillt her eyes .. 
Were ſct to welcom the unvalu'd prize 
Ot all her joycs, her deareſt eArgalus, 
Stept in Demagoras, and {alutes her thus : 
Baſe trull, Demagoras comes to let thee ſee, 
How mach be ſcor5 thy painted face, and thee : 
Foul Sorcereſs | could thy proſperous a8tons think 
To ſcape revenge, becauſe the gods did mink 
At thy deſignes > think'(t thou thy mothers blood 
(yes 13 a language, not to be underſtood ? 
Halt thou 30. cloſer ſtratagem, to further 
Thy pamper'd luſt, but by the ſavage murther 
Of thine own aged parent, whoſe ſad death 
Muſt give a freedom to the whiſp'ring breath 
Of thy 7:5:y'd Adulterer > who(they ſay) 
Will cloak thy whoredome math a marriage day : 
Nay 
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Nay ſtruggle wt, bere's none that can reprieve 
Such pounded beaſts : It 15 1n Vain, toſtrive, 
Or roar for help 5, why deſt not rather weep 
That Imay laugh | _—_ ef thou wilt creep 
Vpon thy wanton belly, and confeſs 
Thy ſelf a true rtpentant Murtherels, 
My ſinfull Page may play tbe foohand gathey 
Thy early fruit 1nto bis bars, and father 
The new-got CP baſtard, if that he 
Be half ſo wiſe,that got it but to flee. 
Hah | dſt thou weep, or do falſe miſts but mocke 
Abuſed eyes > from ſo obdure a rocke 
Can water f ow £ Weeping will make thee fair; 
weep till thy marriage day ? that who repaty 
To grace thy feaſt,may fall a weeping too, 
And, 1n a mirror, ſee what teavs cando. 
Vile (trumpet | «1d thy flattering thoughts ere wrong 
Thy judyment ſo , to think, Demagoras tongue 
Could ſo defile his honor, as to ſue 
For ſertous love? ſo baſe a thing as you 
(Me thiuks)ſhould rather fixe your wanton eyes 
pon ſome eaſie groomghat hopes to riſe 
Into lis Maſters fator, for Jour ſake: 
T, this had been preferment, like to make 
A hopeful fortune : thou preſunxptuous traſh | 
what was my courtſhip, but the minutes daſh 
Of youthfull paſſion, to allay the duſt 
Of my deſtres, and exuberons luft ? 
I ſcorn thee to the ſoule, and here I fland 
Bou;.d for revenge, whereto I ſet my hand, 
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Ga, With that he grip'd her rudely by the fair 
And bounteous treaſure of her Nymph-like hair : 
And, by it, drag'd her on the duſty floore : 
He ſtoprt her mouth, for fear ſhe thould implore 
An aid from Heaven : ſhe {wouning in the place, 
His ſalvage hands beſmear'd her liveleſs face 
With horrid poyſon, thinking ſhe was dead, 
He lcft her breathleſſe, and away he fled; 
Come, come ye Furtes,your mal: gnant ſpirits, 
Infernall Harpies,or what elſe inherits 
The land of darkneſſe ; you that ſtill converſe 
With damned ſouls ; you, you that can rehearſe - 
The horrid fatts of uillatns,and can tell 
How every hell-heri'd looks,that roars 11 hell, 
Survey them all; and, thex, inform my pen, 
To draw 1n one, the monſter of all men : 
Teach me to lim aTillain, ard to parnt, 
with dexterous art, the baſeſt Sycophant 
That ere the mouth of wwſolent diſdarn 
Vouchſaf'd to ſpit upon : the putred blain 
Of all diſeaſed humors, fit for none 
But dogs to left thesy haſty Jegs upon : 
So clear mens eyes, that ShofS'er ſhall fee 
The type of baſeneſs,may cry, This 1s he : 
Let his reproach be a perpetuall blot . 
In honors booke : Let bys remembrance rot 
In all good minds : Let none but villains call 
' His bugbear name to memory,wheremthal 


WO 
WL 
WW 


\) 
\ ” 


Book 11, Argalus and Parthenia. 


57 


To fright thetr bauling baſtards : Let x0 ſpell 
Be tound more potent, to prevaile in hell, 

Then the nine Letters of bis charm-like name : 
Which, let our baſhfull Chris-creſs-row diſclaim 
To the worlds endziot worthy to be ſet 

In any but the Jewiſh Alphaber. 

Bur hark ! am I decetv'd : or do I hear 
The voice of Arg'lus founding in mine car > 
He calls Parthezza : no, that tongue can be 
No counterfeit : He's come : 'tis he, *tis he. 
Welcome too late, that art now come too {oon : 


Hadſt thou been here, this deed had ne'cr been done. 


Alas! when lovers linger, and out-go 


Their promis'd date, they know not what they doe: 


Men fonldly ſay, that women are too fond 

Ar parting ; to require fo ſtrict a bond 

For quick return : Poor ſouls! 'tis they endurc 

Otr times the danger of the fortcicure : 

Iblame them not : for miſchiet ſtill attends 

Upon the too long abſence of true friends. 
Well, Argalaus 1s come, and {ccks about 

In every room to finde Parthezra out : 

He askes,inquires, bur all lips are {paring 

To be the authors of ill news,not daring 

To ſpcake the truth : they all amazed itand : 

And now my Lord's as feartull to demand : 

Dares nor enquire her health, leſt his fad car 

Should hear ſuch words, as he's afraid to hear : 

All lips are bolted with a linnen bar, 

And every eyc docs,like a blazing ſtar, 

Portend ſome evil'; no language findes a leak ; 

The leſſe they ſpeake, the more he fears to {| _= 
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Faces grow ſad,and evcry private car 
Is turn'd a Cloſet for the wiiſperer : 


He walks the room ; and like an unknown ſtranger, 
They eye him : from cach eyc, he pickes a danger, 


Ar laſt his lips not daring to importunc 


What none dare tell him, UNCXPCCted Fortune 


Leads his raſh ſteps into a darkned room, 


{A piace more blacke then night : no ſooner come. 
Zur he was welcom'd with a light, as decp 

Asa ſpent heart can give: heh card one WCCP, 

And by the noilc of groancs and {obs, was led 


(Having no other ouide)to the {ad bed. 
Who is't({a1d hc)that calls u;z timely zaght 
To hide theſe griefs that thas al jure the light: > 
\Vith that,as if her hearthad rent in two, 
She palt a figh,and ſaid, O aske not who, 
Vrge not my tongue to make a ford reply 

T0 your demand : Alas ! it is not I, 

Not 1 ({aid he > ) what language «0 I heare 
Darkeſſe may (top my eyes, but i6t mine ears : 
I: 1s my dear Parthenia's worce, ah me | 
eAzid can Parthenia, ot Parthenia be > 
Wat means theſe words,(Alas it 1snor1I!) 
what ſuddain ill bath taught thee to deny 
Thy ſelf | or what can Argalus then clarm. 

If bis Parthenia be zot the ſame 

She was > Alas, it ſeems to me a/l one 
To ſay, Thou art u0t bers.that's not her own 
Can: bills forget thety pond rous bulk, and fly 
Like nandung Atomes, in the empty ; Sky: D 
Or can the beavens( grown tdleYot fulfill 
Thetr certaine revolutions, but ſtand ſtill; 
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And leave thery conſtant motions for the wind 
T inberit> (an Parthenia change her mince > 


Hean ſooner ſhall ſtand ftill,and earth remove, 


Ere my Parthenia falſifie ber love : 

Viufold thy r1ddle then 3 and tell me, why 

Thoſe lips ſheuld ſay, ( Alas! it is not 1. ) 
Whereto the thus repli'd > O do not thow 

So wrong thy notle thoughts,as once't allow, 

That curſed name a room wi'hts thy breſt, 

Let rot (o foul a prodigy be Leſt 

With thy loſt breath : Let zt be held a ſin, 

Too great for pardon, ere to name't agen: 

Let darkneſſe hide it 11 eternal might : 

May it be clad with horrour to afjright 


A cveſprate conſcrence : He that knons not how 


To mouth a curſe, O let him prattiſe now 

Vpon this name : Let him that would contra® 
The body of all miſchiefe, or extra#t 

The qutmt (ſence of a ſorrow, oxely claim 

A ſecret previledge to uſe that ame : 

Fa be it from thy language, to commit 

So foul a [in, as once to men: 201 tt : 

Lite happy Arg'lus ; do not thou partake 

In theſe my miſeries: O forbear to make 

My burden greater, by thy ten! ſorrow : 
Alas,my heart is ſt/0ng,and needs not borrow 
Thy needl:(s help : O be thou not ſo cruel, 

To feed my flaming fires nith thy feel : 

why doſt thou (gh - O mherefore ſhould thy heart 
Vſurp myſtage,and a Parthenia's part > 

It is my proper taske : nhat, oſt thou mean, 
Witheut ny licence, to 1ntrude my Scene > 
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Alas) thy ſorrows eaſe not my diſtreſs 3 
God knows, 1 weep ot one poor tea, the leſſe : 
My pa: ents [14 TH ant! p, ft roeres 7 appedt $ 
That Thave got theMonopoly of tears. 
In me let each MAIS HO7MRECNI ſtage a; end: 
T am that Sea, to which all Kicers tend: 
Let all ſpent mourners ,that can weep no mores 
Take tears 041 truſt, a;; dſet them 04 my ſcore. 
And as ſhe {pake that word, his hcart not ablc 
To bear a language ſo unſuffe rable, 
But being (w oln {o big,muſt cirhcr breake, 
Or venthis conquer'd reaſon grew too weak 
T'oppole his quickned palsion(like a man 
Tranſporred from himſclt)hc thus began : 
Accurſed darkneſle ! thou ſad type of de ath | 
Infernal Hag, whoſe dwelling 1s beneath | 
what means thy boldneſſe to uſurp this 190m. 
And force a mght, before the moght be come : 
Getyget thee duwn;an 1 kee within thy bits : 
Go retell there ;, and bur ibs hideous mills 
Before thoſe cur F ed eyes, that take delight 
In utter darkneſſe, and abhor the light ; 
Reture thee to thy dungeon, whence thou came, 
And hide thoſe faces, whoſe 1aferaal flame 
(Calls for more dat bref e,and whoſe tortured ſouls 
Crave the protetizon of th” obſcureſt holes, 
To ſcape ſome laſhes,and avoid thoſe frit 
And horrad plagues, the furtes do 11:f{t8: 
But rf thou needs muſt ramble here above : 
Go to ſome other Climate, and remote 
Thy ugly preſeice from our darkned eyes, 
That bate thy tyranny : Go exerciſe 
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Thy power tn Groves, and ſolitary ſprings, 
where Bats are ſubje& ,and where Owls are kings : 
Go to the grates,and fill thoſe empty rooms, 
That ſuch as ſl umbe; ia their ſulent tombs 
May bleſs thy welcome ſhattes, and lie poſſeſt 
Of undiſturbed and eternall reſt : 
0r if thy more ambitious ſogs deſire 
To baunt the living, haſte thee, aud retire 
Into ſame Cloyſter, and there ſtand between 
The l:ght,and thoſe that fain would ſin, unſeen ; 
Aſſiſt them there , and let thy ugly ſhapes, 
Count nance cloſe treaſons,and inceſtuous rapes, 
Bentght thoſe rooms 5, and aid all ſuch as fear 
The eve of heaven: 4 cloſe thy Curtatas there, 
we need thee not, (foul witch) away, away 
Thou b1d'ſt more Leauty then the z00n of day 
Can give z O thou, that haſt ſo rudely burPd 
On this dark bed the glory of the world. 
So {aid, abruptly he the room departs, 
His cheeks looke pale, his curled hair upltarts 
Like quills of Porcupines, and from his eyc 
Quick flaſhes like the flames of lightning flie : 
He calls for light; the light no ſooner come, 
But his own hands cony 'cyCs it to the room 
From whence he came, and as he entred in 
He bleſt himſelf ; he bleſt himſelf again, 
Thrice did he bleſs himſelf, and after ſaid, 
Foul mitch,hegone, and let thy aſmal ſhade, 
Forſake this place : Let thy dark fogs obey 
Great Vulcans charge 3 1# Vulcans zame, away : 
Or if thyſtout rebellion ſhall diſclaim 
Hrs ſoveratenty,in my Partheniacs pame 


 — —— 


 Argalus and Partbenia. Book.ll, 


I charm thee hence. And as that word flew out, 
He ſtept to that ſad bed, where round abour, 
Clos'd were the Curtains, as it darknefſe did 
Command that ſuch a jewell ſhould be hid. 


(10) His left hand held the taber, and his righr 
Entorc'd the Curtains, to abſolve the light : 
Which done, appear'd before his wondering cye 
The trucſt portraict of deformity 
As cre the Sun beheld : that lovely facc 
That was of late the -model of all grace 
And pecrlcfle beauty, whoſe imperious cycs 
Ravitht where ere they lookt, and did (urpriſc 
The very ſouls of men; the, ſhe, of whom 
Nature her {cl was proud, is now become 
So loath'd and abjeR; ſo detorm'd, diſguited, 

As darknefle, for mans ſake, was wcll advis'd 

To clothe in miſts,leſt any were incitcd 

To {ce that face,and fo depart affrightcd. 

All this when Arzalas beheld,and tound 

It was no dhe tell upon the ground, 

And rav'd,and roſcagaine;ſtood ſtill andgaz'd; 
At firſt he ſtartled, then he ſtood amaz'd : 

Looks now upon the light,and now on her, 

' One while his tired fancy does refer 

His thoughts to filence 3 as his thoughts increalc, 
His paſſion ſtri ves for vent,and breaks that peace 
Which conquer'd Reaſon had of late concluded, 
And thus began : Are theſe falſe eyes deluiced > 
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Or have inchanted miſt 5 ſtept 27 betweere 
My abuſed eyes,and what my ezes have ſeene > 
No, miſchief cannot ail ſo fats a part, 

T affright i in jeſt 5 ut goes beyond the art 
Of all black books, to make with ſuch arſquiſe, 
So ſweet a face : Throw that theſe are eyes, 

And this a light : Falſe miſls could nzwer be 
Betwixt my poor Parthenta and me. 

Accurſed Taper ! what infernall ſpright 
Breath'd in thy face2what fury gave thee light > 
Thou tmp of Phlegeton 2 who let thee 172 
To force a daybefore the daybegin > 
4 110 br ought thee hithe #2102 td 1 > From whom, 
what lean chapt fury did T ſnatch thee from > 
When as this curſed hand did go about 
Tolring thee tn, why went not th eſe eyes out ? 

Be all ſuch Tapers curſed, for thy ſake 
Ne'r ſhinebut at ſome Vigul,or ſad wake z 
Be newer (cen, but when as ſorrow calls 
Thy zeedfull help to z1ghtly funerals > 
Be as a May-game for th” amazed Bat _ 
To ſport about ; and Owls to wonder at : 

Sull haunt the chancells at a midreght knell, 
To fright the Sexton from hes paſs1ng Bell : 
Grue AY to none but treaſons,and be hid 
In thetr dark lanthorys : Let all mirth fortad 
Thy treacherous flames 3 the room : and if that none 
Shall dargi to put thee out, go out al oxe : 
Attend ſome miſers table,and then waſte 
Too ſoon, that he may curſe thee for thy haſle 3 
Burn dim for ever : Let that jlatt'ring light 
Thou feed (conſume thy ftock : be bamſht quite 
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From Cupids Court ; When lovers go about 
T het; ſtollen pleaſures, let your flames go out: 
Hemce| orth be uſefull to.n0 other end, 
But onely to burn day light, or aitend 
The mid-14ght cups of ſuch as ſhall reſigne 
With uſury thetr undigeſted wine : 
why doſt thou burn ſo clear > Alas | theſe eyes 
Diſcern too much : thy wanto;: blaze doth riſe 
Teo high a pitch : thou buy ft too bright for ſuch 
As ſee 3:0 comfort : O thou ſhin'ſt tov much : 
why doſt thou Vex me ? Is thy flame ſo ſtout 
T*endure my breath > this breath ſhall puff thee out 
Thus, thus my joyes are qutte extinguiſht, never 
Tobe reuv'd: Thus gonegthus gore forever, 
With that, ina with a furious haſte; 
He blew it out : but mark; that very blaſt 
(As if it meant on purpolc,to diſclaim 
His deſp'rate thoughts)reviv'd th' extinguiſht flame, 
He ſtands amaz'd 3 and, having mus'd a while, 
Bcholds the tapor,and begins to (mile. 
And can the god's themſelues({aid he)contrite 
A may for hope > Can my paſt joyes recuvye, 
Like this rektzdledfire 2 if they doy 
[ll curſe my lips(bright lamp) for curſing you. 
Eternall Fates | deal fairly 3 dally not : 
Tf your hid boun'tes have reſer i'd a lot 
Beyond my weaned hope, bet expreſt 
11 open View; make haſte, and do your beſt : 
But if your juſitce be determin'd ſv 
To exerciſe yourfvengeance 0n my wo, 
Strengthen not what'at length you mean to burſt 3 
Strike bome betzmes 5 diſpatch, and do your worſt : 
That 
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That burthen 1s too great for him to bear, 
That's evenly puſed betwixt hope and fear. 

And there he ſtopt ; as fearing to moleſt 
The {ilent peace of her difſembled reſt, 
He gaz'd upon her ; ſtood as in a trance : 
Sometimes her livelefſe hand he would advance 
To tus ſad lips; then ſteal it down agen : 
Sometimes, a tear would fall upon't, and then 
A ligh mult dry it; every kiſs did bear 
A ligh, and every l1gh begar a tear : 
He kiſt,he figh'd, he wepr, and, for a ſpace, 
He fixt his eyc upon her wounded face, 
And in a whiſpering language, he disburs'd 


His various thoughts ; thus, with himſelf diſcours'd. 


eAnd were the Sun-beams of thoſe eyes too fierce 
For mortall Ttew > Or did thoſe fires diſperſe 
Flames too conſuming forth* amaz'd beholders ? 
Or dd thy youth make treaſon &er the bolder ? 
To ſtain that brow ; and by a midnight theft, 
Toſteal more beauty then the day had left ? 

Or did that blind, that childiſh god deſcry 
A kad of twilight from that heavenly eye, = 
Which, over-brtght, he ſought to make more drm 
By blurring that, which elſe had blaſted him # 

Or did the Sea-born goddeſs Queene repine 
To ſee her ſtar out-ſhone ſo much by thine 3, 
And filPd nith rage,and envious deſpight, 
Sent down a cloud techpſe ſo fatr a laght ? 

Or did the wiſer De111es foreſee 
This like danger 5 that when men ſhould ſee 
So bright a 1 amp R—_— ſhould commit 
Such ſweet idolatry, beztghted it ? 


Or 
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Or did the too too careful gods conſpire 
A good for man,tranſcending mans deſire, 

And knowing ſuch an eye too bright for any 
Gave tt a wound, leſt it ſhould wound too many ? 

It ſo they meant,they might hate been more kind 
7 o ſave that beauty, and have ftruck us blind, 

Before the ſound of his laſt breath was gone 
(Her ſpeech being marſhal'd with a powertul groat; 
Through the rude confluence, and amazed throng 
Of her diſtracted thoughts)her feeble rongue 
Wept forth theſe words: Thus fleet, thus traxſitory 
Is mans delight,aud all that painted glory, 

Poor Earth can gtue 5, Nor wealth,nor bloodguor beauty, 
Can quit the aebt,that neceſſary duty, 

They owe to Change and Time; but like a flower, 
They flouriſh now,and fade within an howre : 

T he world's compos'd of change, there's nothing (tayes 
At the ſame potnt,all alters, all decayes : 

The world 1s like a play,where every age 

Concludes her Scene,and ſa departs the ſtages 

And when Times haſty hower-glaſs 1srun, 


' Change ſtrikes the Epilogue, ad all.the play 1s done, 


Who afts the Kin g to dayyby chance of lot, 
Perchance to morraw begs, and bluſhes not : 
whoſe beauty was ador d ore mght, next mormung 
May find a face, like mine, not worth theſcorning : 
Looke where we liſt, there's nothing to the eye 
Seems truly corftants but Inconſtancy. 

Moſt dear Parthenia, (Argalus repli'd) 
Had thy decerved eye bnt ſtept aſide, 
eAnd lookt upon thy Argalus brs breſt ; 
1.know, 1 know, thy language bad proſeſt 
«Another 
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Another faith : thy lips had ae'r let flye 
At unawares, ſo great an Herelic : 

Tis .0t the change of faueurythat can change 
My heart ; nor time, nor fortune can ſtrange 

My beſt affettons, ſo for ever fixt 

04 thee,nothing but death can come betwi xt 

My ſoul, and thine ; If Thad lov'd thy face, 

Thy face alone 3 my fancy bad gruen place, 

Ere thisgto freſh deſires, and attended 

V por new fortunes 3 and the old bad ended, 

If I had lov'd thee, for thy heavenly eye, 

I might hate courted the bright Majeſty 

of Titan : :f thy curious lips bad ſnar'd 

My lik'riſh thoughts, I might bave ſoon prepar'd 
A bluſhing Currall, or ſome full ripe Cherry, 
And pleas'd my lips, uatull my lips are weary , 

Or if the ſmoothneſs of thy whiter brow 

Had charm'd mine eyes, and made my faiicy bow 
To outward objefs, pol:ſht Marble might 

Have given as much content, as much del:zybt. 
In brief, had Argatus bis flatter deye 

Been pleaſed with beauties bare Epitomy, 

The curious pifluremmght have then ſuppli'd 

My nants,more full;then all the world beſide : 
No,z0 Twas neither brow, nor lip, nor eye, 

Nor airy outward ex'llence urg'd me, why 

To love Parthenia : 'twas thy tetter part, 


(which miſchief could not wrong)ſurpres d my heart : 


Thy beauty was but like a Cryſtall caſe, 

Throu «þ which, the jewell of admired grace 

| Tranſpareut was, whoſe h1dden-worth dtd make 
' Me loce the Cavket for the jewels ſake : 
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No, no, my well aduſ ed 6 eye pierc 'd in 
Beyond the film 5, ſunk deeper then the sk1n ; 

Elſe had I now been chang d,and that firm duty 

1 ow my Vows,had faded with thy beauty : 

Nay, weep not my Parthena ; /et thoſe tears 

Ne'r wail that loſſe,which a few after years 

Had clartm'd as due 5 chear tp, thou haſt forſaken 

But that which ſickneſs would(perchance)bave taken, 
with greater diſadvantage ; or elſe age, 

That common evill, which art cannot aſswaze z 
Beauty's but bare opinzon : White and Red 

Have no more priuiledgythen what 1s bred dF 5 
By bumane fancy,which was ne'er confin'd 

Tg certarn bounds, but varies like the wind : 

woat one man likes,another diſreſpetls, 

And what a third moſt hates, a fourth af fe Rs : 

The Negro's eye thinks blacke beyond compare, 

And what will tright us moſt, they count miſt fair, 

If then opinion be the touch, whereby 

All beautie's tried Parthe -NIag'z my eve, 

Out-ſhines fair Helen,or who elſe lhe be 

T hat 1s more rich 17: beaut:es wealth then lhe. 

(bear up : the ſoveratgnty of thy worth@nfranches 

Thy captive beauty ;, and thy vertue Llanches 

Theſe ftarnes of fortune : Come, 1t matters 1,0t 

what others think : A letter's but a blot 

Toſuch as cannot read; but, who have s&4ll, 

Can know the far impreſs10n of a quill, 

From groſs aud heedleſs blurs ; and ſuch can thiuke 

No paper foulethat's fairly writ with Inke : 

what others hold a blemiſh in thy face, 
My kilfull eyes read charatters of grace : 
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VV hat hinders then, but that without delay, 
Triumph may celebrate our nuptiall day > 
She that bath onely wertue to hey guide, 
Though wanttig beauty, is the faireſt bride, 

A Bride > ((aid ſhe) ſuch Brides as I, can have 
No fitter br1dall chamber then a grave : 
Death zs my Bridegroom 3 and to welcom Death, 
My loyall heart ſhall plight a ſecond faith : 
Ard when tbat day ſhall come, that joyſull day 
wherein tranſcendaut pleaſures ſhall allay 
The heat of all my ſorrows,and con joyn 
My pale-fac'd Bridegrooms l1ngring band with mine, 
Theſe Ceremonies a,.d theſe Truumphs ſhall 
Attend the day to grace that day withall. 

Time 1th his empty Hower-glaſs ſhall lead 
The triumph on, his winged hoofe ſhall tread 
Slow paces 3, Aſter ham there ſhall enſue 
The chaſte Diana with her Viroin crew, 

5 

All crowd with Cypreſs garlaids : after whom 
In rank,th' impartzall Deſtinies ſhall come : 
Then is a ſable Chariot faintly drann 
VVith barueſt Virgins Tail'd with pureſt lawn, 
The Bride [hall {it ; Deſpair and Grict ſhall tazd 
Like heartleſſe Bridemaids wpon erther hand : 
V por the Chariot tops there ſhall be plac'd 
The little winged god with arm unbrac'd, 
And Bow unbent : his drooptng wings muſt bide 
His naked knees,his Quiver by his ſide 
Muſt be unarw'dzad etther hand muſt bold 
A Banner,where with CharaRters of 2c Id 
Shall be decipher d(fit for every eye 
To read that rur;s)Faith, Love and Conftancy: 
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Next ajter, hope, 14 4 atſculouye!! weed 

Shall ſadl) march ale : A ſlerder Reed 

Shal. guid her feeble ſteps,and:n ber band 

A brokez Anchor all Leſmear'd with ſand. 
Ard after all, the Bridegroom ſhall appear 
Like Joves Licutcnant,and bring vp the rear, 
He \hall he mounted on a Coal-Llacke Steed, 
His hand ſhall hold a Dart, 6x which ſhall bleed 
A pierced heart wherein a former wound 

Wyrch Cupids Jatelin enter d,ſhall be found, 
when as the Triumphs ſhall adorn our feaſt, 

Let Argalus be my tw vited gueſt, 

And let him 1d me nuptiall Joy, from whom 

T once expefted all my joyes ſhould come. 

With that, as it his countenance had thought good 
To wear deaths colours, or as if his blood 
Had been imploycd to condole the ſmart 
And torment of his poor afflicted heart, 
He thus beſpake : YVabappreſt of all mer, 

Why do I live > 1s Death my Rival then ? 

Vequall chance  Had't been fleſh and blood 

1 could have grapled, and (yerchance)withſiood 

Some ſtout 1ncounters : had an armed hoſt 

Of mortall Rivals ventur'd to have croſt 

My beſt deſires ; my Partheniacs eye 

Had given me power to make that army flie 

Like frighted Lambs before the Wolfe ;, but thou 

Before whoſe preſence all muſt ſloop and Low 

Their ſeruile necks, what weapons [hall I bold 

Agaiuſt thy hand that will not be controul'd > 

Great enemy : whoſe Kingdom's in the duſt 

And aartſome Caves : I know that thou art juſt ; 
| Elſe 
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Elſe had the gods ne'r truſted to thy hand 
So great a previledge, ſo large command 
And juriſadriton ore the liwes of men, 
Tokill,and ſave even whom they pleaſe,and when : 
0, ſafjer uot Parthenia's Fempling ears 
To move thy heart , let thy hard-hearted ears 
Be deaf to all her ſutts : If ſhe profeſs 
Afearon to thee, heleeve nothing leſs : 
She's my betrothed $pouſe, and Hymens bands 
Aave firmelyloyu'd our hearts,zthough not our hands 
where plighted faith, and Sacro-lanctious vow 
Ha:h vuen poſſeſs10n, diſpoſseſs not thou : 
Be juſt ; and though ber briny lips bewaile 
Hey grief with tears, let not thoſe tears prevazl, 
whom Heatens have joyu'd, thy hands may not diſjoyn, 
I am Parthemiaes, and Parthemia's mine 3 
Alas! we are but one 5 then thou muſt either 
Refuſe us both ; oy elſe, take both together. 

My dear Parthenia, let no cloudy paſsion 
OF dull Jdeſparr moleſt thee ;, or unfaſhion 
Thy better thoughts, to make thy troubled nande 
Etther forgetful, or thy ſelf unkrade : 
Starue not my pining hopes mith longey ſtay : 
My love hath wings, and brooks no long delay 5 
It hovers up and downe, and cannot reſt 
Vatill it :4ht, and perch upon thy breſt, 
Torment 4.0: h1m, within theſe lingering fires, 
That's rackt already on his own deſires : 
Seal and deltuer as thy deed, that band, 
V hereto they proms'd faith hath ſet ber hand : 
And what our pliahted hearts, and-mutuall Vow 
Have ſo long (ance tegun, Oftizſh now ; 
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That our tmperfett, and halfe pleaſures may 
Rgecerye perſettion by a marriage day, 

Whereto, ſhe thus : Had the pleas'd gods abowe 
Forgiten my faults, and made me fit for Jove 
To Leſ 5 at large ;, Had all the powers of heaven 
(To boaſt the utmeſt of ther bounty) g1Ten 
As great addition to my ſlender fortune 
As they could grueyor covetous mind tmportune, 
I vow to heaten,and all thoſe heavenly powers, 
They ſhould zo ſooner bin made mine, but yours ; 
Nay had my fortunes ftayd but at the rate 
T hey were ; had I remaized tn that ſtate 
I was ; (although at beſt unzorthy far 
Of ſuch a peerleſs bleſſing as you are) 
My dear acceptance ſhould have fil'd mine heart 
As full of joyes as now tt 15 of ſmart, 

Butas I am, let angry Jove then wet 
On me his plagues, till all hrs plagues be ſpent : 
And when IT roar,let Heaven my patns deride, 
when I match Argalus to ſuch a Bride : 
Live happy Argalus, let thy ſoul receie 
What Leſſings poor Parthenia cannot hate : 
Live happy : May thy joyes be never done, 
But let ozze bleſſing draw another on: as 
O may thy letter Angel watch and ward 
Thy ſoul : and pitch an everlaſitng guard 
About the portals of thy tender heart, 
And ſhowre down Ul:fſings whereſo'er thou art : 
Let all thy joyes Le as the moneth of May, 
And all thy dayes be as a marriage aay : 
Let ſorrow,ſickneſs,and a troubled mind 
Be ſtrangers to thee ;, let them never finde 
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Thy beart at home : let Fortune ſtill allot 
Such lawleſs gueſts to thoſe that love thee 210 : 

Aud let thoſe bleſſings, which ſhall wanting be 

To ſuch as me/1t nowe, alight op thee. 

That mutuall faith, ketwtxt us that of late 
Hath paſt, I give thee freedome to tra;ſlate 
V pox the mertls of ſome fitter ſpouſe ; 

I (q1te thee leateand freely quit thy cons : 
I call the gods to witneſſe, nothing ſhall 
More bleſje my ſoule, 30 comfort can befall 
Moye truly welcome to mes then to ſee 

My Argalus(what ere become of me) 

So linkt 14 wedlock,as ſhall moſt augme;t 
His greater howor, and bis true content. 

With that, a ſuddain and tempeſtuous tyde 
Of tears orewhclm'd her language, and deny'd 
A paſſage ; but when paſsions flood was ſpent, 
She thus proceeds : Tow gods, if you are bent 
Toa my tragedy, why do you won 
Our patrexce ſo,to make the play ſo hos > 
Your Scenes are tedious 5 'Gaiift the rules of art, 

You dwell too long, too long upon one part. 

Be L7tef, and take advantage of your odds, 
Ore ſimple maid among (t ſo many gods, 
And not be conquer'd yet > conjoyn your might, 
And ſend hey ſoul tnto eternal mght, 

That ltwes too long a day : Ile not reſiſt 3 
Provide you ſtrike home, ſtrike where ye liſte 
Accurſed be that Day, wheret theſe eyes 
Fiiſt ſaw the light + let deſp'rate ſouls deviſe 
A curſe ſufficient for it : Let the Sun 

Ne'r ſhine upon it 5 and what &'7s begun 
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V por: that fatal day, Let Heaven fori1d it 
Succeſs ;1f ro! t'enſnare the hand that ard it, 
Why was I born > Or, being born, O why 

Did ot my fonder Narſes Lullaby 

(Even whilſt my lips were hanging on her breſt) 
$14 her poor Babe to everlaſting reſt ? 

O thez my 14fant ſoul had never known 

This world of grief,heneath whoſe wetght I groan : 
No, 10, it had not ;, be that des tn's primes 

Speeds a long bufineſſe in a little time. 

Burt Argalus(whoſe more cxtream deſire, 
Unapt to yeeld like water-ſprinkled fire, 
Did blaze the more) impatient of denial, | 
Gave thus an on-ſet to a further rryall : 

Life of my ſoul ; by whom,next Heaven, I breath : 

Excepting whom, I have no friend but Death : 
How can thy wiſhes eaſe my grief, or ſtand | 
My miſery in us when as thy hand, | | 
And nothing but thy helping hand can grue me 
Reliefe, and yet refuſes to relieve me > 

Strange kind of charity, when betng affiified, | 
T finde beſt wiſhes, yet am tuterdifed | 
Of thoſe beſt wiſhes,and muſt be remov'd | 
From loves tnjoyment ; why > Becauſe beloVd, ; 
Alas ! alas how can my wiſhes be 
A vl:-fſing to me, 1f unbleſt in thee > 
Thy beauty's gone,(thou ſayeſt )why,let it go ; 
He loves but ill, that loves but for a ſhow ; 
Thy beauty is ſupple” d in my afte on, 

That zever yet was flave to a complexion. 
Shall every day, wherein the earth dves lacke 
The Sun's reflex, bexpell'd the Almanack > 
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Or ſhall thy over-curtous fteps ſorbeay 
A garde. cauſe there be no roſes there > 
Or ſhall the San-ſet of Partheniaes beauty 
Enforce my judgment toeglett that duty, 
The which my beſt adus'd aftefiion ons 
Her ſacred veriue,and my ſolemn vous 2 
Noy05 tt lies 40t tn the power of Fate 
To make Parthenia too wafortunate 
For Argalus to love. 

It 18 as eaſie for Partheniacs heart 
To prove leſs Vertuous, as for me to ſtart 
From my firm faith ; the flame that honcrs breath 
Hath blowi,nothing bath power to quench, but death 5 
Thou gaV(t me leave to chuſe @ fitter Spouſe, 
Aid (reedom torecal, to quit thoſe Yons 
I took : who gave thee licence to deſpence 
with ſuch falſe tongues, as of fer Vzolence 
To plegbted faith > Alas) thoucarſft not free 
Thy ſelf,much leſs hadft power to licence me. 
Vows can admit n0 change ; they ftill perſeuer 
Agaiiſt all change they bind for ever ; 
eAtow's a holy thing, no common breath : 
The limits of a vow is Heaven azd Death : 
Artow that's paſt, is like @ bird that's flows 
From out thy hand,can be recall'd by none ; 
It dies not, like a time-begwling Jelſt, 
As ſoon as vented z lives n0t tn thy breſt, 
when utteredonce, but 1s aſacred word 
Straight entred in the (tri# and cloſe Record 
Of Heaven, it 1s not like a Juglers knot, 
Or faſt,or looſe, as pleaſes us or not. 
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Since then thy cows car finde 0 diſpenſation, 
And may no: be recal dyrecal thy paſſion ; 
Perform, perſorme what 508 41 18 t00 late, 
T unniſh a2aine, tco ſoone to wnolate : 
Seek jot to quit, what Heater denyes to free : 
Perform thy cows to Heaven, thy Vows to me. | 
Thrice deazer thea my ſoul,(the thus repl1'd) 
Had my own pampered fancy been the guide 
To my afjetizon, I had condeſcended 
Ere this,to your requeſt, which had beſriened 
My beſt deſires too : I luv'd 30t thee 
For my own. pleaſure in that baſe degree, 
As gluttors do their det, who diſpenſe 
with unwaſh't hands, (leſt they ſhould grve offence 
To thei; grip dſtomacks, when a minutes ſlay 
ll make them curſe occaſpon all the day) 
T lod not ſo my firſt deſtres did (pring 
From thy ox worth 5 and as a\acred thing, 
T always View'd thee,phom my zeal commands 
Me rot prophane mith theſe defiled hands : 
Tis true; performance 1s a debt we owe 
To Vows, azd aothipns's dearer then avow z 
Tet when the gods doraviſh from our hand, 
The means to keepe tt, 'tzs a counter madd. 
He that hath vow'd to ſacrifice each day, 
At Juno's altars bound, and muſt obey : 
But if (betng under vow)the gods do pleaſe 
Toſtrike hun with a leprous diſeaſe, 
Or foul :nfefion ; which ts better aur, 
P7ophane the Altar, or to bzeake the vow > 
The eaſe is mine 5 where then the gods diſpeace, 
we may be bolt yet tender 70 offence. 


Admt 


—_FM— 


Book II. Argalus and Parthena, 


77 


Admit 1t were an ewill; ts our beſt, 

Of neceſſary ills, ro chuſe the leaſt. 

The vos are good : the ſtritt recogniſance 

Of Lows, 1s onely taken to advance 

The goodof man 5 now if that good prove ill, 

We may refuſe,our vow $ titre ſtill. 

1tow a marriage 3 why? becauſe I do 

Etirely effett that man my Vows are to ; 

But if ſome foul diſeaſe ſhould inter poſe 
Betwixt our promes d mairiage,and our cows : 
The ſtri# performance of thoſe Towns muſt prove 
A mrong ;, and therefore love not, whom I love. 
Then urge 0 more : Let my demal be 

A pledgeſufficient 'tnixt my love and thee. 

So ended the : Bur vehement defire 
(That can be quencht with No, no more then fire 
With oyl ; an can ſubmit rono condition) 

Lends him new breath : Love makes a Rhetoricianz 
He ſpcaks; (he an{wers : He, afreſh, replies; 

He ſtoutly fucs ; as ſtoutly ſhe denies. 

He begs in vain3 and ſhe denies in vain : 

For ſhe denics again : He begs again. 

Atlaſt, both wcary,he his ſuit adjourns ; 

For lovers dayes arc good,and bad by turns... 

He bids farewel ; as 1t the heart of cither 

Gave but one motion;they both figh'd rogerher, 

She bids farcwcl z and yet ſhe bids it io, 

As it her farewell ended, if hego ; 

He bids farcwel ; but lo, as if delay 

Had promis'd better farewels to his ſtay, 

She bids farewell,but nolds tus hand io tait, 

As if that farcvwcl had not vcen tac laſt, 

Both 
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Both {igit'd,votti wepy,ad but tcirng heavy i.carted, 
She bids farewcl,i.c L1us 195cwel, and parted, 

So parted tliey ; Now Ar, u/us 1s gone ? 

And now Parihema's weeping all alone, 

And like the widdow'd turtle ſhe bewails 

The abſence of her mate : Paſſion prevails 

Above hcr ſtrengtli : Now her poor heart can tell 
Whar's Heaven by wanting Heaven: and what's Hell 
By her own torments : Sorrow now docs play 

The tyrants part, Aﬀc&ion mult obey ; 

Aud like a weathercock her various mind 

Is chang'd and turn'd with every blaſt of wind, 

In deſp'rare language the deplores her ſtate ; 

She tain would wiſh, but then ſhe knows not what : 
Rceſolves of this,of that, and then of neither, 

She fain would flec : but then ſhe knows notwhither: 
Ar lengrh(conſulting with the heartlcfle pair 


(11) Of all adviſers, Sorrow,and Deſpair) 
Reſolves, to take th'advantage of that night, 
To ſteal away, and fecke for death by flight : 
A Pilgrims weed her livelcfle limbs addreſt 
From head to foote : A thong of leather bleſt 
Her waſted loyns 5 her feeble feet were ſhod 
With ſandals: In her hand a Pilgrims rod. 
When as th'illuſtrious Soveraign of the Day 
Had now n his circuit, to ſurvay 
His lower Kingdome, having newly lent 


The upper world to Cynthiaes goverment, 
Forth 
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Forth went Parrbera, and begins t'attend 


The progrefſe now, which onely death can end. 


Go haplefle Virgin ! Fortune be thy guide, 


And thine own vertues ; and what elle des 


That may be proſperous; may thy merits finde 
More happineſle;then thy lifre(2ed mind 
Can hope : Live,and to after ages prove 
The great example of true Fazth, and Love: 
Gone,gone the 1s ; but whuther ſhe 1s gone, 
The gods, and fortune can reſolve alone : 
Pardon my Quill,that is inforc't to ſtray 
Froma poor Lady, in an unknown way. 

To number forth her weary ſteps,or tell 
Thoſe obvious dangers, that fo oft befel] 
Our poor Pazthezta in her pilgrimage, 
Or bring her miſeries on the open ſtage , 
Her broken {lumbers, her diſtracted care: 
Her hourly fears and frights, her hungry fare; 
Her daily perils,and her nightly ſcapes 


From ravenous bealſts,and trom attcmpred rapes, 


Is not my taske ; who care not to incite, 
My tn: Am paſsion to an appetite, 

We leave Parthema now 3 and our diſcourſe 
Muſt caſt an cye,and bend her ſetled courſe 
To Argalus. When Argalus(returning 

To viſit his Parthema, the next morning) 
Perceived ſhe was fled, not knowing whither , 


He makes no ſtay : Conſult not with the weather, 


Stayes not to think,bur c!aps his haſty knees 
To his ficet Courſer, and away he flces : 
His haſte enquires no way,(he need> not fear 


Toloſe the road,tizat g-c5 he kaows not where :) 
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One wl:1le he prickes upon tac {rinctul plains s 


And now, ne gently flackes iis pruudcr rctas 

And climovs rac varren tylls:witn tt carecrs 
He tries tac rigut Land way 3 and when he veres 
His courſc upon tne !eit : One while he likes 
Tiiis parh, when by and by, tisfancy ſtrikes 

Upon another track. . Somerime he reves 

Among the 1prings and fo!itary Groves, 
Vherec,on the tender barks of {undry trees, 
H'engraves Parthexaaes name with tits : then flees 
Tothe wild champian : his proud Stced removes 
Toe hopciul fallows, with his horned hooves: 
He baulks no way,rides over rock and Mountain, 
When led by Fortune to Diana's Fountain, 


(12) He ſtraight diſmounts his Steed, begins to 
His thirity lips 3 and after that, ro drench (quench 
His fainting limbs,in that ſweet ſtream, wherctn 
Parthemaes dainty fingers oft had bin. 

The Fountaine was upon a ſteep deſcent, 

VWhoſe gliding current nature gave a vent 

Through a firme rocke, which art(to make it known 
To aftcr ages)wall'd and rooft with ſtone : 

Above the Cryſtall Fountaines head was plac'd 
D:anges Image(though of late defac'd :) 

Bencath,a rocky Ciftern did retaine 

The Water,fliding through the Cocks of Caxe, 
Whoſe curious Current the Worlds greater cye 
Ne'r view'd, but in his mid-day Majcſty : 
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It was that Fountainc, where in elder times 
Poor Corydoz compos'd his rural rimes, 

And left them clotely hid, forhis unkind 

And marblc hearted Phrllida to finde. 

All rites pertorm'd, he re-amounts his Steed, 
Redeems his lofle of time with new ſpeed : 
And with a freſh ſupply, his ſtrength renews 
His-progreſſe, God knows whither : He purſues 
His vow d adventure, brooking no delay, 

And (with a minde as doubtful as the way) 

He journeyes on ; he left no courſe unthought : 
No traveller unaskt ; no place unſought. 

To make a Journal of-cach circumſtance ; 
His change ot fortunes,or each obvious chance 
Befel his tedious travell : to relate 
The brave attempt of this exploit,or that ; 

His rare atchievements, and-their fair {ucceſle ; 
His noble courage,in extreame diſtreſle ; 

His deſp'rate dangers, his deliverance : 

His high eſteem wich men,which did enhance 
His meaneſt actions to the throne of Jowe : 

And what he ſuffer'd for Parthenraes love, 
Would make our volume cndleſlc, apr to tire 
The utmoſt patience of a ſtudious cye : 

All which the bounty of a free conceit 

May ſooncr reach to, then my pen relate, 


Bur till bright Cyzth:aes head had three times thrice 
Repair'd her empty horns,and fill'd the eyes 
Ot gazing mortals, with her globe of light, 
Thus reſtlefſe Lover ceas'd not,day and night 
To wander, in a ſolitary queſt 

For her, whoſe love had taught him to digeſt 
. M 
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The dregs of lorrow, and to count all joyes 

Bur tollies,(weigh'd with her)at leaſt, bur toyes, 
It hapned now,that twice {1xe monerhs had run 

Since wandring Argalus had firſt begun 

His toilfom progreſle ; who, in vain, had ſpent 

A ycer of howers, amd yet no event, 

W hen fortune brought him to a goodly ſear, 

(Wall'd round about with hills)yer not fo great 

As pleafant ; and leſs curious to the (1ght, 

Then ſtrong,yet yielding even as much delight 

As ſtrength : whole only out-fide did declare 


The Maſters judgment, and the builders care. 
Around the Cafile, Nature had laid out 

The bounty of her treaſure 3 round about 

Well tenced Medows(fhll'd with Summers pride ) 
Promis'd proviſion for the Winter tide : 

Neer which the neighb'ring hills(wel ſtockt & ſtord 
VVith milk-white ffockes)Jid {everally afford 
Their fruitful bleſſings, and deſcrv'd increaſe 
To painful Huſbandry, the childe of Peace : 
It was Kalarnders feat, who was the brother 
Ot loſt Parthermaes late decealcd Mother. 

He was a Gentleman,whom vain ambition 
Ne'r taught to undervalue the condition 

Ot private Gemtry ; who preferr'd the love 

Of his reſpe&ed neighbors, far above 

The apiſh congies ot th' unconſtant Court ; 
Ambitious of a good, not great report : 
Bcloved of his prince, yet not depending 
Upon his favors ſo,as to be tending 

Upon his perſon : and, in brict, too ſtrong 


Within himſclfe, tor fortunes hand to wrong : 
"hither 


TTL ODS LL LALL / 
J: 
i Al 


TT V7 -/ +. - 


| UL 5 = 


Will 
| 


IN 
l 
Will 


ll! 


MT 


Ly 


Book Il. Arga'us and Parthenia. 


——  ————  ——— —— ——_—_ 


(13) Thither came wandring Argalus,and receiv 


As great content, as one that was bereav'd 


Ot all his joycs, could take ; or who would ſtrive 


Texpreſle a welcome to the lite, could give. 


His richly turniſht Table more expreſt ,-- 
A common bounty, then a curious feaſt ; 


Whereat the choice of precious wines were proffer'd 


In libcrall ſort; not urg'd, bur freely offcr'd : 


Thecarectul ſervants did attend the room : 
No need to bid them either gOC Or Come : 


Each knew his place,his office, and could pic 


His Maſters pleaſure in his maſters eye. 
But what can rcliſh plcafing to a taſte 
That 1s diſtemper'd > Cana {ſweet repaſt 


Pleaſe a fick palate 2 No there's no content 


Can enter Argalus, whole ſoule is bent 


Totire on his own thoughts : Kalanders love 
(Thar other times would raviſh) cannot move 
That fixed heart,which paſſion now incites 
Tabjure all pleaſures, and forſweare delights, 


It ftortun'd,on a day,that dinner ending, 
Kalander and his noble gueſts, intending 
Texchange their pleaſures inthe open air, 
A Meſſenger came in,and did repaire 
Unto Kalaxndey, told him, that the end 
Of his imployment, was to recommend 
A noble Lady to him(ncar alli'd 


To fair Queene Hellen)whole unkilfull guide 
M 2 
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Had ſo miſ-lcd,rhat the docs make requell, 
This night to be his bold and unknown gueſt : 

And by his help to be inform'd the way, 

To finde to morrow,what ſhe loſt to day. 
KMazxder(the extent of whoſe ambition 

Was to cxpreſſe the bounteons diſpoſition 

Of a free heart,as glad of ſuch occaſion 

To entertain) return'd the ſalutation 

Of an unknown ſervant z and withall profeſt 

A promis'd welcome too fair a gueſt. 

Forthwith Kalazgder and his noble friends, 

(All but poor Argalus, who recommends 

His thoughts to private uſes,and confines 

Hrs ſecret fancy to his own deſigins ) 

Mounting rheir praunling Steeds,to give a meeting 
To his fair gueſt: they met, bur ar firſt greeting. 


(14) Kalazder ſtood amaz'd, (for he {uppos'd 
It was Partherza)and thus his thoughts ditclvs'd : 
Madam (aid he) if theſe mine aged eyes 
Retain that wonted ſirength, which age denyes 
To many of my years, I ſhould be bold 
(/z Viewing you to ſay, i do behold 
My Neece Partheniacs face : Nor can I be 
Perſwaded(by your leave but you are ſhe. 
Thrice noble Sir (ſhe thus repli'd) your tongue 
(Perchance)bath done the fair Parthcnia wrong, 
In your miſtake,and too much honor'd me, 
That(zn my judgment)was more fit tobe 
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Hey foil 'hen piture;, yet hath many an eye 

Green the like ſentence,ſhe not being by ; | 

Nay, more : I bave been told that my own mother 

Fu d often to deſtingalh t'one from other. 
Said then Kalazder : If my ralh concett 

Hath mate a fault, mine error ſhall await 

pon your gratious pardon : T alone 

Was not decerUVd ;, for never any one 

That View'd Partheniacs wiſage, but would make 

As great an er/or by as great miſtake, 
But (Madam)for her ſake, and for your own; 

[ whoſe worth may challenge to tt ſelf alone, 

More ſervice then Koloncin can expreſſe) 

T' are truly welcome. Enter, and poſſeſſe 

This Caſtle as your own ; which can be bleſt 

In nothing more, then un ſo fair a gueſt, 
Whercto the Lady[entring]thus repli'd : 

Let everlaſting joyes be multiph'd 

within theſe gentle gates,and let them ſicnd 

As laſting mozuments in th* Arcadian lad, 

Of rare and bounteous hoſpitality 

To after times. Let ſtrangers paſſing by 

Bleſſe there ſucceeding heirs as ſhall deſcend 

From ſuch a Lord,from ſuch a noble Friend. 
When asa little reſpite had repair'd 

Her wcary limbs,which travell had impair'd, 

The freencſle of occaſion did preſent 


New ſubjects to diſcourſe 3 wherein they ſpent 


No little time : among the reſt, befel 
Kalander | often ſtopt with tcars)to tell 
Ot Argalas and loft Parthezracs love, 
Whoſe undiſſcmbl.d paſiion 61d move 
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A gencrall grict ; the more that they attended 

To tis fad ale, rhe more they wiſhr it ended, 
Madam(laid he)althcugh your 11ſage be 

Like hers, yet may your fortures diſagree ; 

Poor 4471e: and as he = that word, his eyes 

Ler fall a tear. The Lady thus replics. 
My ſoul doth ſufſer for Paxtheniacs ſake : 

But tell me Sir, Did Argalus forſake 

Hrs poor Parthenia whom he lov'd ſo deay 2 

How hath he ſpent bis days ere ſince 2 and where ? 
Madam (1aid he) when as their marr1age vay 

Drew near ; miſchief, that now was Lent to play 

Vpou: the ſtage, bey fludied maſter-pri ze, 

With ugly leproſie did ſo diſguiſe 

Hey beauttous faceythat ſhe Lecame a terror 

To her own ſelfe : But Argalus the mirror 

O/ trueſt conſtancy,(whoſe lozal heart, 

Not guided by his eyes, diſdair'd to ſtart 

From h1s paſt vows )Jatd 13 deſprght of fortune, 

Purſue his fixt deſires,and tmportune 

Th intended marriage ne'rtheleſſe ; but ſhe. 

Whom reaſon now had taught to ciſagree 

with her diſtratted thoughts, ſtands deaf and mute, 

And at the laſt, t avoid his further ſute: 

Not making any private to her flight 

She quits the houſe, and ſteals away by night : 

But Madam, when as Argalus percery'd 

That ſhe was fled, and being quite bereaV'd 

Of his loſt hope,poor Lover, he aſſayes 

By toylſcme pilgrimage to end his dayes 5 

Or fine her out : New twice ſix moneths have run 

Their tedtous courſes, fince he firſt begun 
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His fruitleſſe tourney,ranging far and near, 
Suffering as many ſorrows, as & yeay 

Could ſend ;, and made by the extreams of weather, 
Vnapt for travell ; fortune brought him hitber, © 
Where he as yet rematns, till time ſhall make 

Hts waſted body fit to under take 

Hrs diſcontinued progreſſe,and renew 

His great inqueſt for ber, who at firſt wrew, 
Matam you ſeem'd to be. 

So ſaid, the Lady, from whoſe render cycs 
Some drops did flide, wholc heart did ſympathize 
With both their ſorrows ; ſaid, Azdts there then 
Such unexpeRed conſtancy inmen ? 

Mcſi Nob e $17 3 

If the too raſh deſires of a ſtranger 

May be deſpenc'd withal without the dahger 

Of too great boldneſſe, I ſhould make requeſt 
Toſee this noble Loyd, tn whoſe yare breſt 

(By your report)more honoy doth reſide, 

Then 17 all Greece ; nay all the world beſide : 

T have a meſſage to him : and am loatb 

To do it,were I not 19947 d by oath, 

Whereat Kalander not in breath, but action, 
Applies himlſelfe to give a ſatisfa&ion 

To her propounded wiſh : protration waſtes 
No time, but vp to A-rgalus he haſtes : 


(15) Arglaus comes down, and after {alutation 
Given and recetv'd,the accoſts him on this taſhion 
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My Noble Lord, 

whereas the loud reſounding trump of Fame 

Hath nots'd your worih,and glorifi'd your name 

Above all others, let your goodneſſe now 

Make good that fair report 5, that I may know 

By true experience,what my joyfull ear 

Had but, as yet,the happineſſe to hear, 

And if the frailty of a womans wit 

May chance t'offend ; be noblezand remit. 

Thei know(moſt noble Lord)my aattve place, 

Is Corinth ; of the ſelf-ſame ood and race 

with fair Queen Hellenzzn whoſe Princely (ourt 

Thad my t:rth,my breeding ; to be ſhort, 

Thither,not many days ago, there came 

Diſguis'd and chang din all things but her name 

T he rare Partheniayſo 72 ſhape tranſform'd, 

In feature altered,and tn face deform'd 

Thati(in my judgment)all this Region could 

Not ſhew a thing more ugly to behold. 

Long was tt ere her oft repeated vows 

And ſolemn o—_ could rouze 

My over dull belief”: till, at the laſt, 

Some paſſages that heretofore bad pal 

In ſecret 'tmixt Parthenia and me, 

Gave full aſſurance *t could be none but ſhe ; 

Abundait welcom(as a ſoul ſo ſad 

As mize,and hers,could give or take)ſhe had: 

So like we were in facezn ſpeech growth, 
That whoſoever ſaw the one;ſaw Loth 5 
Tet were we not alike in our complextons 
So much,as tn our loves gn our affetons : 
One ſorrow ſerV'd us both, and one rehef 
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Could eaſe us both, but partmers 14 one grief : 
Mauch private time we pyatly ſpent: and neither 


Could find a true content, if not together. 


The (trange occurrents of ber dire mrsfortune 


She oft diſcourſt,which [lrongly did importune 


A world of tears from theſe ſuffuſed eyes, 
The true partakers of her miſertes. 
And as ſhe ſpake, thc accent of her ſtory 
would alwazes point upon th' eternal glory 
Of your rare conſtancy, which whoſoere 
In after ages ſhall preſume to hear 
And not admire, let him be proclaim” d 
A rebel to all Lertue, and(defam'd 
Is his Leſt atzons)let his leprous name 
Or ate diſhonor'd,or ſuruiue with ſhame. 
But ab | what Simples can the hand of art 
Finde out to ftanch a lovers bleeding heart? 
Or what(alas)can humane $kil apply 
To turn the courſeof loves Phlebotomy 3 
Love 4s a ſecret fireanſpir d, and blown 
By fate, which wanttz vebs do feed upon, 
works oz the very ſ ws os. does torment 
The urtuerſe of man : which being ſpent 
And waſted in the coaflit,often ſhrinks 


Beneath the burthen : and ſo conquer d,ſinks : 
' All which your poor Parthenia knew too well, 
Whoſe bed-rid hopes, not having power to quell 


Th'1mperious fury of extreame deſpair, 

She languiſht: and not able to contratre 

The Ws) of her V1forious paſst0n ; cryed, 

My deareſt Argalus farewel,and died : 

My Lora, not long before ber lateſt breazh 
N 
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Had freely paid the full arrears to death, 
She call'd me to ber ;, In her dytng hand 
She [tratned mize,whilft in: ber eyes did ſtand 
A ſhowre of tears, unwept, and in me ear 
She whiſper” d ſo,as all the room meght hear : 

Sifter ({aid ſhe) ( That title paſt betweene us 
Not undeſerd 3 for, all that ere had ſeen us 
Miſiook us ſo, at leaſt)the lateſt ſand 
Of my ſpent hower-glaſſe 1s wow at band : 

Thoſe joyes,which heaven appornted out for me, 
I here bequeath to be poſſeſt by thee ; 

And when ſweet death ſhall clarifie my thoughts, 
And drain them from the dyegs of all my faults, 
Enjoy them thou,wherewith (being ſo refin'd 


From all their droſſe)full Pg thy conſtant mind : 


Ard let thy proſp'rous Voyage be addreſt 

To the faiy port of Argalus his breſt, 

As whom the eye of n00n did ne'r diſcover 

So loyal, ſo renown dſo rare a lover 3 

Caſt anchor there 5, ſor by his dying breath, 
Nothing can pleaſe my ſoule more, after death, 
eAnd make my joyes move per fett, then to ſee 
A marriage twixt my Argalus andihee 3 
This Reng the pledg betwixt his heart and mine, 
As freely as be gave me, I make thine : 

with it unto thy faithfull heart I tender 

My ſacred vows : with it T here ſurrender 

All right and title that T had or hace 

In ſuch a bleſſingyas I now mult leave; 

Go to h1m,and conjure him 11 my name, 

what love be bare to me, the very ſame 

That be transfer on thee : take 10 demal, 


Book.! 


— — — ——  _—— ES We 


wh: 


Fa Q@ Cl #Rnl o—__ Se es F}ﬀo = 


hm] 


wn & @ IM 02 MK=n fm af @; m2 


Book. II, Arga/us and Parthenia. 91 


which granted, lrue thou happy,couſtant, loyal 3 
And as ſhe ſpake that word, ber voice did alter ;, 
Her breath grew coldyher ſpeech began to faulter > 
Fuin would ſhe utter moreybat her ſpent tongue 
(Not able to goe further) ail dand clung 
To her dry roofe. eA while, as tn a trance, 
She lay,and on a ſuddatn did aduance 
Hey forced lai uage to the hetyht, and cryed, 
Farewel my deareſt Argalus, ard died. 
And now, my Lord, although .his office be 
Vuſutable to my ſex,and diſagree 
Too much,perchance with the too mean condition 
Of my pooyſtatezmore like to find deriſion 
Then ſatisfattion ; yet my gratious Lord, 
Extr ordinary merits do afford 
Ex ordinary means,and can excuſe 
The breach of cuſtome, or the common uſe : 
Wherefore tncited by the dear deretttons 
Of dead Parthenia,by my own affeFons, 
And by the exc lence of your high deſert, 
I here preſent you with a faithfull beart, 
A heart,to you devoted 5 which aſſures 
It ſelf uo happizeſſe,but tn being yours. 
Pardon my bold,.eſſe, they that ſhall reprove 
This, as a fault,reprove a fault in love : 
And why ſhould cuſtome do our Sex that wrong, 
To take away the priviledge of our tongue > 
If nature grue us freedome, to affeR, 
Why then ſhould cuſtome bar us to deteR 
The gift of nature > ſhe that 18 tm parne, 
Hath a ſufficient warrant to complazne. 
Then gtue me leae(my Lord) to retnforce 
N2 
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Argus ſuit, and(thinking ner the worſe 
Of preffer*d lywe)let my deſires thrive, 
eAni freely accept,what I ſo freely grue. 
So cnding, f1[cence did inlarge her car, 
(Prcpar'd with quick attention)to hear 
His gratious words : But Argalus whole palſsion 
Had put his amorous Courtſhip out of taſhion, 
Returrn'd no an{wer,till his tickling eyes 
Had given an carncſt of ſuch obſequics, 
As his adjourned ſorrow had intended 
Todo art full, and therefore recommended 
To privacy 5true grict abhors the light 3 
Vho grieves withouta witneſle grieves aright, 
His pasion thus ſuſpended for a while, 
(And yet not ſo, but that it did recoile 
Strong {ighs)he wip'd his tcar-bedewed eyes; 
And turning to the Lady, thus replics : 
Alaram, 
Your 10 leſſe rare, then noble favors ſhow 
How much you merit, and how much I ow 
Your great deſert, which clazms more thankfulreſſe 
Then ſuch a dearth of language cai expreſſe : 
But moſt of all, I ſtand for ever bound 
To that your gooaneſſe, my Parthenia found 
In her diſtreſſe, for which reſpe8 (zn duty 
As I am ty'd)poor Argalus ſhall repute ye 
The flower of noble curteſie,and proclaim 
Your high deſervings. Lady, as I am, 
A poor unhappy wretch,the very ſcorn 
Of all proſperity,diftreſſe,forlorn, 
Vaworahy the leaſt favor you can give, 
la m . your ſlaye,your Beadſman will I live 
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But for this wetghty matter you propound, 

Although I ſee how much it would redound 

To my great happineſſe, yet Heaven kows 

(Moſt excllent Lady) Icannet diſpoſe 

Of mine own thoughts, or have 1 power to do 

what elſe you needed not perſwade me to x 

For truſt me,ere this heayt of mine, mine onn, 

To carve according to my pleaſure, none 

But you ſhould challenge it ; but while I live, 

It is Partheniaes, azd 0t mine to grue, 
Whercunto ſhe thus replies : Moſt noble $175 

Death,that bath made diLorce'twixt you and ber, 

Hath now returned you your heart agazne, 

Diſſol”d your vows, diſlink't that ſacred cbatn, 

Which ty'd your ſouls : nay more, her dying breath 

Bequeath'd your heart to me 5 which by ber death 

Fs grown a debt that you are Lound to pay : 

Then kaon(my Lord)the longer you delay, 

The longor time ber ſoule 18 diſpoſſeſt 

(And by your means)of ber deſired reſt. 
Whereto the poor diſtrefled Argalus 

Pauſing awhile, return'd his anſwer thus, 

Incompayable Lady, 

when firſt of all, by heavens diuine direftons, 

we lod, we lik't,we linkt our dear affetions, 

Aud mh the ſolemn porer of an oath, 

In preſence of the better Gods,we both, 

Exchang'd our hearts : 14 witneſſe of which thing, 

I yum and Ihe recert'd this dear Ring, 

Which now you weare: by which [he did reſigne 

Her heart to me 3 for which, I gave her mine, 

Now, Madam, by a mutual commerce, 


94 


A rgalus and Parthenza. ; Book, I 


My exchan,dh-art 18 16 name onns but hers : 
which if #t had the power 10 ſurUuve, 
She betng deauywbat heart hate 1 to gf ve ? 
Or if that heart exytred 1n ber death , 
what heart had ſhe (poor Lady \) to bequeath > 
Madamyn her,hegan my dear affettton. ; 
[n ber it lie tw ber it bad pertetiion , 
I ber ut juy'd, although but ill befriended 
By fate, in ber begun, ti: ber 1t ended, 
If Thad loVd,if Thad onely lou'd 
Parthemacs beauty, I had ſoon been mov'd 
To moderate my ſorrows, and to place 
That lote on you, that have Partheniacs face 3 
But'twas Parthemaecs ſelf 1 lov d,and love 
which as wo ttme hath power to remove 
From my fixt heart ſo notb1ng can diminiſh, 
No-(oriune can diſolte,no death can fivhh. 
With mingled trowns and {miles ſhe thus reply'd 
Halt in a rage, Azd muſt 1 be dexy'd > 
Are theſe the noble favors I expeied > 
To finde diſgrace > and go away rejefted > 

Moſt .0ble Lady, 1f my words ({aid he) 
Sute not your expetation, let them be 
Imputed to the miſery of my ſtate, 
Which makes my lips to ſpeake they know not what ? 
Miſtake not him, that owely fiu dies how 
with moſt advantage ſtill to honor you. 
Alas | what joyes I ever aid recerve 
From fortune,'s buried in Partheniaes grave, 
With whom.ere long,(nor are my hopes in vaine) 
T hope to meet, and never part agatne, 
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(16) Sofaid, with more then Eagle-winged haſt 
She flew into his botome;,and imbrac'd 
In her crol'd arms, ay ys waſted was 
Surcharg'd with joy, ſhe wept, not having power 
To {| nr Have _ bebibm April _— 
Send downe her haſty bubbles,and then ſtops, 
Then ſtorms afreſh,through whoſe tranſparent drops 
The unobſcured Lamp of Heaven convayes 
The brighter glory of his retulgent rayes : 
Even {o,with her bluſhin checks refided 
A mixt a{pe&, *twixr finſles and tears divided : 
So even divided,no man could fay,whether 
She wept,or ſmil'd,ſhe fmil'd and wept together ; 
She held him faſt,and like a fainting box, 
Whoſe paſsion now had licence to diſcover 
Some words : Szxce then thy heart 1s x0t for me; 
Take, take thy own Parthenia(laid ſhe) 
Chear up | my Argalus,theſe words of mine 
Are thy Partheniacs, as Parthenia's thize z 
Beleeve 1t(Lovc);heſe are not falſe alarms, 
Thou haſt thi.e own Parthenia 1# thine arms. 
Like as a man whofe hourly wants 1implore 
Each meals relict,trudging trom dore to = 
That hears no dialcCt trom churliſh lips, 
But news of Beadles,and their torturing whips, 
Takes up(perchance) ſome unexpected rreafure, 
New lolt ; departs,and joyfull beyond meaſure, 
Is ſotranſported, that he {carce beleeves 
So great a truth, and what his eye perceives, Not 
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Notdaring truſt, but fears it is ſome viſion, 
Or flattering dream,delerving bur derifion 
So Argalus amazed at the news 

Fain would belceve,but daring not abuſe 
His caſe faith too ſoon for fcar his heart 
Should ſurfeit on conceir, he did impart 

The truth unto his fancy by degrees : 
Where ſtop't by paſsion, talling on his knees, 
He thus began ; O you eternall powers, 

That have the gutdance of theſe ſouls of ours, 

who by your juſt prerogative can do 

what ts a ſin for man to drve rnto : 

Whoſe undiſcover'd ations are too hi gh 

For thought : too deep for mans t'1nquire : why > 
Delude i.0t theſe mine eyes with the falſe ſhow 

Of ſuch a joy, as I muſt never know 

But ti: a dream ; or if a dream tt be, 

O let me never wake apatne, to ſee : 
My ſelf decerV'd,that am ordaty'd t' emtoy 

A real grief, and but a dreaming joy. 

Much more he ſpake to this fect, which cnded, 
He bleſt himſelt,and (with a ſigh) unbended 
His aking knees ; and riſing from the ground, 
He caſt his rouling eyes about,and found 
The room avoided,and himſclt alone ; 

The door half clos'd, and his Parthenia gone, 
His new diſtemper'd paſsion grew extreame : 
T knew, I knew,({aid hc)'twas but a dream 3 

A minuts joy,a flaſh, a flattering bubble 

Blown by the fancy, full of pleaſing trouble z, 
which waking breaks,and empties nto air, 


And breaths into my ſoul a freſh deſpair. 
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Iknew it was nothing but @ golden dream, 
which(waking )makes my wants the more extream: 
[ knew 'twas nothing but a dreaming joy, 

A bliſs nhich(wakiag) I ſhould xe'r enjoy. 

My dear Parthenia tell me, where, O where 

Art thou, that ſo deludeſt mine eye,mine ear ? 

0 that my meakned fancy bad the might 

To repreſent wnto my real ſight 

Whas my decerved eyes beheld, that 1 

Might ſurfeit with exceſſe of joy, and dte. 

With thar, the fair Partherza(whoſe deſire 
Was all this while,by fire, to draw out fire ; 
And by a well adviſed courſe to {mother 
The fury of one paſsion with another) 

Stept in, and ſaid, Thez Argalus take thou 

Thy true Parthenia : thou dreamt not now ;, 

Behold this Ringawhoſe Motto does tmpart 

The conſtancy of our druided beart : 

Behold theſe eyes,that for thy ſake have vented 

A world of tears,unpttt d,unlamented : 

Behold this face,that hadyof late,the powe+ 

To curſe all beauty, yet tt ſelf ſecare : 

Witneſſe that Ta por,whoſe prophetick ſnuff 

VVas outed and reutved with one puff : 

And that my words may whet thy dull belief, 

'Twas I, that roar d beneath the ſcourge of grief, 

V'Vhen thou dioft curſe the darkneſſeyfor concealing 

My face ; and then the Tapor for revealing 

So foul a face ; "twas I, that, overcome 

VVih violent deſpair,ſtood deaf and dumb 

To all thy urg'd perſwaſtons : it was I, 

That in thy atſence, did reſolve to dze 
0 
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A wandring Pilgrim, truſting to b: led 
By fortune, to my Death ; and thereſore fled. 
But ſee \ the powers abrue can worke thetr ends, 

In ſpight of mortals : and what man mates, 

The Heaueis diſpoſe,and order the event : 

For when my thoughts were deſperately bei 

To mine own rule, I was led by fate 
(Through danger7s,1.0w too tedious to relate ) 

To fair Queene Hellens Court, not knowing witther 
My unaduiſed ſteps were gutded. Thither 
My Genius brought me , where,unknown to any, 

I mourn'din ſilence, though obſery'd by many : 
RelieU'd by none at length they ard acquaint 
The fatr Queene Hellene with my ſtrange complain 5 
Whoſe noble heart did truely ſympathize : 
with mine,partaking 12 my miſerres : | 
who fill'd with pity;ſtrongly did tmporture ] 

The wofull cauſe of my diſaſtrous fortune, 
And never reſted till ſhe did enforce 

Theſe lips t' acquatnt her with the whole diſcourſe; | 
Which done, her gratious pleaſure did command | 
Her own Chirurgeon, to whoſe Skilfull hand | 
She left my foul diſeaſe, who tn the ſpace 
Of twice ten dayes, reſtor'd me to thzs face : 

The cure per feed, flv azght ſhe ſent al out | 
(without my knowledg )to enquire out | 
That party, for whoſe ſake I was contented | 
T endure ſuch ortef mith pattence, unrepented , | 
Hoping(ſince by ber means,and help of art 
My face was cur 'dYevenſo to cure my beart. 
But when the welcome meſſenger return'd 
The place of thy bode, O how my ſpirits bur d 
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To kiſſe her bands, and ſo to leave the Court: 

But ſhe, (whoſe favors did tranſcend report 

As much, as they exceeded my deſert) 

Detain'd me for awhile, as loath to payt 

With ber poor bandmaid 3 till at laſt, pretending 

A lovers baſtr,and freely apprehendtng 

So juſt a cauſe of ſpeed ; ſhe ſoon beſriended 

My beſt deſtres, and ſent me thus attended : 

wWhere(under a falſe maske) T laid this plot, 

To ſee how ſoon my Argalus had for got 

His dead Parthenia z, but my bleſſed ear 

Hath heard,what few or none muſt hope to heax : 

Now farewell ſorrow,and let old deſpajy 

Go ſeek new þreſts : let miſchief never dare 

Attempt our hearts : let Argalus exjoy 

His true Parthenia ; let Partheniacs joy 

Revutve in him 5 let each be bleſt in either, 

And bleſt be heavengthat brought us both together. 
Vith that, the wel-ntgh broken hearted lover. 

Raviſh'd with over joy, did thus diſcover 

His long pent words : Azd do this eyes once more 

Behold what their extreame deſparre gawe ove 

To hope for > Do theſe wretched eyes attain 

The bappineſſe to ſee this face again > 

And is there ſo much happtneſſe yet left 

Far a yoke h eart, a heart that was bereft 

Of power t* ex joy, what Heaven hath power to grvue 

Breathes my Parthenia > Does Parthenia {ite: 
Whoever ſaw the Pole-affeRting ſtone, 

By hidden power, (a power as yet unknown 

Toour confin'd and darkned reaſon)draw 

The neighboring ſteel, _ by the mutuall law 
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Ot Natures ſecret working,ſtrives as much 
To be attracted, till they joyn and touch 3 
Even <o theſe greedy lovers mcet, and charms 
Each other ſtrongly in cach others arms ; 
Even ſo thcy mect ; and with unbounded mealure 
Of true content, and timc-beguiling pleaſure 
Enjoy cach other with a world of kifles, 
Scaling the Parent of true worldly bliſles ; 
Where for a while I lcave them to receive, 
What pleaſures new-met Lovers uſe to have. 

Readers forbcar, and let no wanton cyc 
Abuſe our Scene : Let not the ſtander by. 
Corrupt our lines,or make an obſccan gloſs 
Upon our ſober text,and mixe his drols 
With our refined Gold,cxtracting ſowre 
From {weet 3 and poyſon from {o tair a flowre, 
Corrcct your wandring thoughts, and do not tear 
To think the beſt : Here is no Tarquize here, 
No luſtful,no infatiate Meſſaltxe, 
Vho thought it gaine ſufficient to reſign 
An age of honor, for a night of pleaſure ; 
Whote ſtrength to enduxe luſt, was the juſt mcaturc 
Ot her aduſt deſire : Ye heed nor fear 
Our private lovers, who cſteem Ice dear 
Theif lives then honors, daring not to doc 
But what,unſham'd, the Sun may pry 1nto, 

It any itching cars deſire to know 
What ſecret conf'rence paſt berwixt theſe two, 
Tothem my mule thus anſwers : whez your caſe 
Shall prove the like,lhe wills you to embrace 
True honour,as theſe noble Lovers did, 
And you ſhall know ; Till then you are forbid 
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To enquire further : Onely this ſhe pleaſes 

To let you underſtand, that loves diſcaſes 

Being throughly cured by their meeting, they 
Have once again prefixt a Marriage day , 

W hich that it might ſucceed with faircr fortune, 
Readers (ſhe moves your pleaſures ro impertunc 
The better gods, That they would pleaſe t appay 


Their griefes with joy,and ſmile upon that day. 
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AJ {turdy Marches ſtorms arc overblown, 
\f And Apr:ils gentle ſhowres are fliden down, 
To cloie the wind-cnapt Earth,ſucceeding May 
Enters her mouth,whoſe carly breaking day 

Calls Ladics from thcir cafie beds to view 

Sweet cMara's pride,and the difcolour'd hiew 

Of dewy-breſtcd Flora, in her bower, 

Where evcry hand hath leave to pick the flower 

Her fancy likes ; wherewith tobe poſleſt, 

Untill it tade,and wither in her breſt. 

Now ſmooth-tac'd Neptune, with his gladder ſmiles 
Viſits the banks of his helbnad Mts 

Eolus calls in the winds,and bids them hold 

Their tul-moutrh'd blaſts,thar breathleſs are controld 
Each 
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Each one retires, and ſhrinks into his ſcat, 
And Sca-green Treo, ſounds a {hrill retreat: 
And thus art length, our Pace is pt orc 
The bar,and rides betore the Maiden-torre. 
Up,now 1n carneſt(voyagers)and ſtand ye 
On your taint legs.Our Log boat ſtraight ſhall land ye, 
Forgcrt your travels now,and lcad your cycs 
From your palt dangers,to your preſent prize : 
You trafhck not for toyes : The gods have {cr 
No other price to things of pricc, but ſweat. 
Chear up; call hoine your Hearts, and be advis'd, 
Goods cas'ly Lace as cas'ly priz'd : 
You traffick not for crifles, and your travel 
Was not to compaſſe the almighty gravel 
Ot th' 1a4tan Ares, to ballait your citatcs ; 
'Twas not for blaſts of He.or, whoſe poor datcs 
Depend on regal {miles,and have no meaſures, 
But Monarch's »:lls,cxpiring with their pleaturcs : 
*T was not to conquer Kingdomes,or obtain 
The dangerous title of a Soterargp : 
Thele are poor things : It is but falſe diſcretion 
To toyl, where hopes are ſweeter then poſicſlion : 
No, we arc bound upon more brave adventures, 
True Honor, Vertue, Beauty, are the Centers 
To which we point, whereto our thoughts do ten ; 
And Heaven hath brought our voyage to an cnd. 
Hail noble A7galzsz now the Cocktoat ſtands 
Secure, ſtcp forth 5 ſpread forth thy widencd hands, 
And take thy faireſt Byzde into thine arms: # 
Strike np(brave ſpirit)Ceprds freſh alarms 
Upon her melting lips : Take Toll, before 
Thon ſet her dainty foot upon the ſhore ; 
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$o let her ſlide upon thy gentle breſt, | 


And feele the ground : Then lead her to her reſt. 


Go Imps of honor, Ict the morning Sun 
Gild your delights, and ſpend his beams upon 


Your marriage Triumphs ; let his Weſtern light 


Decline apace,and make an early night, 

Go, Tw/tles,go, lct treble joyes bertide 

The faithfull Brridegroom,and his faireſt bride : 

Let your own vertues light you to your reſt ; 

To morrow come we to your nuptiall teaſt. 
By this the curl'd pate Waggoxey of heaven 

Had finitht his diurnall courſe, and driven 

His panting Steeds a down the weſtern þl!, 

When filver Cyathza, riting to fulfll 

Her nightly courſe, lets fall an evening tear, 

To fee her brother leave the Hemſphere, 

Vhich by the air diſpers'd,is carly found 

(And call'd a pearly dew)upon the ground: 

Still as the night, no language did molcſt 

The waking car 3 all mortalls were at reſt : 

No breath of wind had power to provoke 

The Aſpine-leat, or urge t'aſpiring ſmoke ; 

Sweet was the air,and clear; no Star was hid 3 

No envious cloud was ſtirring, to forbid 

The wilde Aſtronomer to ae and look 

Into the ſecrets of his ſpangled book ; 

Whil{t round about,in each reſounding grove, 

(As it the Choriſters of night had ſtrove 

Texcelzrhe warbling Ph:lomele compares 

And vies by turns her Polypholzan airs. 


And now the horn-mouth'd Belmaz of the night 


Had ſent his midnight ſummons to invize 


Nights 
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Nights ravenous rebels from their ſecret holds 
To rome and viſit the ſecurer folds; 
Whil drouzy Morpheus with his leaden keycs 
Locks up the ſhepherds eyc-lids,and berraycs 
The ſcarrer'd flocks ; which lie like ſacrifices 
Expccting fire when the Sun-god riſes, 

By this the pale-fac'd Empreſſe of the night 

Had re-{furrendred up her borrowed light, 

And to the lower world ſhe now retircs, 
Attended with her train of lefler fires, 

And carly H-ſper ſhoots his golden head, 

To uſher Tztaz from his purple bed ; 

The gray-cy'd Jaritor docs now begin 

To open his Eaſtern portals, and let in 

The new born day ; who having lately hurld 
The ſhades of night into the lower world, 

The dewy check'd Aurora docs unfold 

Her purple curtains, all bcfring'd with Gold, 
And from the pillow of his Croceaz bed, 

Don Phehus rouzes his retulgent head ; 

That with his all-diſcerning eyc ſurvayes 

And gilds the mountains with his morning rayCcs. 
Now,now the waketul Bridegroom (wholc Jaſt night 
Had made her ſhades, too long)Yſalutes the light, 
Salutcs the welcome light, which now,at length, 
Shall crown his heart with joyes,bcyond the ſtrength 
Of morrall language, whole religious fires x 
Shall light thote Lovers to their wiſht deſires, 

Up Argelus,and d'on thy Nuptial weeds, 

T' enjoy that joy,from whence all joy proceeds : 
Enter thoſe joyes,from whence all joy proceeds: 
Up Argalas, and d'on thy nuptial weeds, 


And 
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And thou fair 6/ide, more beaurcous then the day, 
Thy day 1s coine,and Hymen calls away 5 
Awake and rouze thee trom thy downy flumber : 
Thy Day is come : O may thy joyes out number 
Thy nuantes that are paſt,and do cnſue ; 
Ariſc,and bid thy Maiden bed adicu 3 
Put on thy Nupriall robes,time calls away 
O may thy atrcr days bclike this day. 


(17) By this,bright Phebus with redoubled glory, 
Had talte way mounted to the higheſt ſtory 
Of his Olympzch palace : there to ſee 
This long expected dayes folemnity : 
When all on ſudden,thcre was heard (around 
From every quarter)the Majeſticke found 
Of many Trumpets : all, in conſort running 
One point of War,tranſcending far the cunning 
Of mortal blaſts 3 and,whar did ſeem more ſtrange, 
The ſhrill-mouth'd mufick did as ſudden change 
To Dor:icke ſtrains, to {weet mollitious airs, 
To Lyrick ſongs,and voices like to theirs 
That charm'd Vhſes : whilſt ch'amazed'car 
Stood raviſht ar thele changes, it might hear 
Thoſe voices, (by degrees) rran{torm'd to Lutes, 
To Shalms,dcepe throated Sackbuts, and to Flutes, 
And eccho-torcing cornets z which {urpalt 
The art of man : this Harmony did laſt 
Vntil the bridegroom came : but all men wondred 
To hear the noyſc : Some thought the Heavens had 
Toa new tune ; and ſome more wiſer cars (thundred 
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Concciv'd it was the Muſick of the Sphears : 

All wondred;all men gaz'd,and all could hear ; 
But none knew whence the Muſick was,or where. 
Forthwithzas if a ſecond Suz had rolc, 

And ſtrove with greater brightneſle, ro depole 
The glory of the firſt, the Br1/degroom came, 
Uther'd along with Eagle-winged fame 

VWhoſe twice five hundred mouths did at one blal! 
Inſpire a thouſand T7umpets,as he palt : 

His Nuptial veſture was of Scarlet te, 

So deep,as it would dazle a weak cyc 

To gazc upon't ; to which, the curious Art 

Ot the laborious Needle did impart 

So great a olory,that you might behold 

A riling $4z,imboſt with purcit Gold: 

From whence ten thouſand trazls of gold came down 
In waving points, like Sun-beams from that Sun : 
Thus from his chamber 'midſt the vulgar croud 
(Like Titan breaking through a gloomy cloud) 
The long expected Bridgroom came,and palt 
Th'amazed multitude till;at the laſt, 

His Herald brought him to the Hall of ftate, 
Where all th' Arcauian Nobles did await 

To welcome his approach,and to diſcharge 

The lower volley of their joycs at large : 

The Hall was ſpatious,ltghtſome,and beſtrow'd 
With Floya's wealth,(a bounty that ſhe ow'd 
This glorious feaſt)the walls were richly clad 
With curious Tapſty3,(ſuch as Greece ne'r had 
Before that day wherein you might behold, 
Wrought to the life,in colour 'd {ilk and Gold, 
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This preſent ſtory of theſe peerlefſe Lovers, 
Which like a f1lent Chronicle,diſcovers 
The ſeverall paſlages that did betall 
Twixt their firſt mceting, and their Nuprtial, 
Devis'd and wrought by Virgins born in Greece, 
Preſented to this 7 riumph,as a Peece 
Devoted to the memory and fame 
Ot Argalus, and his Partherzaes name ; 
No ſooner was the Ceremony ended 
(Whercin cach noble ſpirit more contended 
T exprecſle affeCtion, then affect the expreſſion 
Of courtly Rbhet rick,in a bare proteſsion 
Of airy friend{hip)but a ſuddain ſhout 
Of rudely-mingled voices flew throughout 
The ſpatious Caftle,which contus'dly cry'd, 
Joy to Partheniasto the faireſt Brede, 
Forthwirh(as it that heaven had broken looſe, 
And Dertres had meant to enterpolc 
Their heavenly bodies, with the mortal tribe 
Of men ; or cltc, intending to aſcribe 
Their pers'nal honor t& thus Nuprtaall ) 
In more then princely ſtatc,enters the half 
Aglorious ſhew of Ladics, all array'd 
In rare and coſtly robes,and richly laid 
With Gems unvalued ; and cach Lady wore 
Alſcartc upon her arm,cmbroidred ore 
With Gold and Pearl; thus hand in hand they paſt 
Into the Ha/l,but oft their cycs did caſt 
A backward look.,as if their thoughts did minde, 
Some greater glory,comming on behinde : 

Next after them, came in the Virgin Crew 
In milke white robes{Virgins that never knew 
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"The lacred mylt'rics of the marriage be d, 
Nor,finding trouble in a Aſia, be a/! 
Erc lent a rnought to nuprial joycs till now ) 
Thus pait th cle buds of naturc,two by tw 0, 
Thcir long disſhevelled trelles dat 1gled aw n 
With carclcflc Art, and on cach head a crown 
Ot Golden Lawyel itood : their taces ſhrowded 
Bencath a vail, ſecm'd as the ſtars were clouded. 
Have ye bcheld in froſty Winters even, 
When aſl the leſſer ewinkling Lamys of Hcaven 
Are tully kindled, how the ruddy facc 
Ot riling Cyxthia looks > with what a grace 
She views the throne of darkncſſe, and aſpires 
Th' Olympick brow,amidit the ſmaller fires ? 
So atter all theſe ſparks of beauty came 
(They were but { arks to ſuch a glorious flame) 
The tair —— Thus the ro{e-cheek'd Bride 
Enters the room ; a milke-white va:/l{ did hide 
Her bluſhing face ,which ne'rtheleſle diſcloſes 
Some olimps of red, like Lara ore- {ſpreading Rg Roſes 5 
Thus centred the. The GarmEnrs that ſhe wore 
VVere made of purple filke, beſpangled ore 
VVith Stars of purcſt Gold,and round about 
Each ſeverall Stay went, windingin and our, 
A trail of Orient Peayl, (0 rarcly wrought, 
That as the garments mov'd,you would have thought 
The Stars had twinkled ; her disſhevelled hair 
Hung down behind,as it 'the onely care 
Had been to reconcile zeglef and art, 
Hung looſely downzand vail'd the backer part - 
Of thoſe her Sky-reſembling Robes g but 4 
Thar every breath would wave it to and fro, 
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Like flying clouds, through which you might diſcover 
Sometimes one glim'ring Star, ſometimes another : 
Thus on ſhe went 3 herample train ſupported 
By thrice three Virgins,cvenly f1z'd and forte 
In purple robes : torthwirh, the Br:de-grcom riſcs 
From off his chair ; bows down and ſacrifices 
The pzacetull oftcring of a morning kifle 
Upon her lips : To ſuch a Saint as thes, 
0, what reLellio4s heart could chuſe but bor, 
And offer freely the perpetual vow 
Of charce oveczence ? 

With that, cach Noble moves him from his place, 
And with a poſture,full of princely grace, 
Salutes the bes Ertde,with words,exprefſing 
The joyfull model of a Kingdomes bleſſing. 
But hark | The Hymenean Trumpet ſends 
Her lateſt ſummons forth : Hymez attends 
The noble pair,and is prepar'd to yoke 
Their promis'd hands ; the ſacred Altars ſmoke 
With Myrrh and Frankinſence, the waycs are ſtrow'd 
With Flora's pride ; and the expecting crowd 
Have throng'd the ſtreets, and every greedy eye 
Attends to {ce the Triumph paſſing by. 

At length the gates flew open : on this faſhion 
Began the triumph : firſt a Proclamation 
Was made, with a loud voice : 1f any te 
Or Loyd, or Kright,or whaiſyer degree, | 
Profeſſing Arms or Honor 46 the Land, 
That at this time can challenge or pretend 
A title to Partheniacs heart, or clatm 
A rightor zatereſt tn her love of name z 
Let him come forit; 12 perſon 7, or appear 
By noble Proxyyf not preſent bere : Ana 


— 


And by the exclent honor ef a K114bt, 

He ſhall recerve ſuch honorable right 

AS the juſt ſword can give 5 lethim now come 
And ſpeakyor elſe,for ever more te dunb. 


Thrice was it read ; which done, forthwith there 


Truc honors Eagle winged Herald, Fame; (camc 

Sounding a {i1Iver Trump ; and as the paſt 

She ſhook the carths toundation, with her blaſt : 
Next attcr whom in undiſſemblcd ſtate 

The B-1degroom came : on his right hand did waite 

The god of war in martial robes of green, 

All ſtain'd with bleeding hearts,as they had been 

But newly wounded,and trom every wound 

Freſh blood did ſeem to trickle on the ground : 

And as the garments mov'd,cach dying heart 

Would {ccm to pant a while,and then depart : 

Upon the Brzdegrooms left hand there attended 

Heavens Purſtvant, whoſe brawny arms extended 

A winged Caduce ; he had ſcarce the might 

To curb his feet : his feet were wing'd for flight : 

Above his head their hands did joyntly hold 

A Crimſon Cazopy cmboſt with old. 

Next them, twice twenty famous Nobles tollow'd, 

Brave men at arms, whole names the world had hal- 

For rare cxploits,and twice as many Knights, (low'd 

Whole bloods had ranſom'd,and redeent'd the rights 

Ot wronged Ladies : Theſe were all aray'd 

[n robes of Needle-worke, fo rarcly made, 

Thar he which ſces them,thinks he doth behold 

Armors of ſtcel,fair fillerted with Gold; 

And as they marchr, their $qurres did advance 

Betore cach Knight his warlicke $hteld and Laxce. 


And 
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And after theſe, the Princely Virgin Bride 

On whom all cyes were faſtned, did divide 

Her gentle paces,being lead between 

Two Godeſſes,the one aray'd in grecn, 

On which the curious needle undertook 

To make a forrcſ : here, a bubling brooke 

Divides two thickets : through the which doth flic 

The ſingle Deer,betore the deep mourh'g cry 

That closely tollows:there, th'affrighted Herd 

Stands trembling at the mulick, and afear\d 

Ot every ſhadow,gazes to and fro, 

Not knowing where to ſtay, or where to goc : 

Where,in a Laxds&tp, you may ſce the Faures 

Following their crying mothers ore the Law, : 

The other was in robes,the purer dic 

Whereof did repreſent the mid-day skic 

Full of lack clouds; through which, the glorious beams 

Ot the victorious Sux appears,and icems 

As 'twcre to ſcatter ; and at length, ro ſhed 

His brighter glory,on a fruitfull bed 

Of noitome weeds, trom whence you might diſcerne 

A thouſand paintul bees extraft and earn 

Their {wcet proviſion : and, with laden thighs 

To bear the waxy burthens : On this wiſe 

The princely Br:de was led betwixt theſe two, 

The farſt,was the,that on A#eezs brow 

Reveng'd her naked chaſtity : the other 

Was ihe, ro whom Joes pregnant brain was mother 

Through Yulcars help ; and theſe did joyntly hold 

Upon her head a Coroxet of Gold : 

Whole train Dana's Virgin-crew,all crown'd 

With Golden wreaths, tupported from the ground. 
Next 
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Next after her, upon the triumph waited 

An ordcr, by Drana new created, 

And ſtyl'd; The Ladtes of the Matdenhear!, 

In wiute,wrought here and there with ſpots of red, 
And evcry {por appcarcd as a ſtain | 
Of lovers blood, whom their coy hcarts had lain : | 
Ranket three and three,and on cach head a Crown 
Of Primeroſes, and Roſes not yet blown. 

Next whom,the Beaurtics of th' Arcadian Court 
March'd two and two, whole glory came not ſhort | 
Of what th'unlimited and ſtudicd art 
Ot glory-vying Ladics could impart 
To 1luch {olemnitics, where every onc 
Strove to excel.,and to b'excell'd of none. 

Thus came they to the Temple, where attended 
The ſacred Peſts, whole voices recommended 
The days ſucceſs to heaven,and did divide 
A blcising 'twixt the bridegroom, and the bridy ; 
VWihich done,and attcr low obciſance made; 

The fir{t(while all the reſt kept ſilence) laid : 
welcome to Juno's ſacred Courts : Draw nees : 

Vnſpotted LyVers,welcome : do not feay 

To touch this holy ground ; paſs on ſecure: 

Our gates ſtand open to ſuch gueſts,as you ave : 

Our gratious Goddeſle grants your deſires, 

And hath accepted of thoſe holy fires 

we offer'd 12 your namegand takes a pleaſure 

To ſmell your Incenſeyn ſo great a meaſure 

Of true delight, that we are bold to ſay, 

She crowns your Vows, and (males upon this day. 
So ſaid, they bowcd to the ground,and bleſt 

Themſelves ; that done, they tingled from the reſt 
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The noble Br1degroom, and his Princely Bride, 
And ſaid,0a7 gratious Goda; ſſe be oxy guide, 
As ne are yours : And as they ſpake that word, 
Theirwell tun'd voices ſweetly did accord 
With Muſick from the Altar : as a long _ 
They palt, they gently warblcd out thus fong : 
Hus 14 pomp aud prieſtly pride, 
Tog(ortous Juno's Altar go we z 
Thus to [uno's Altar ſhow we 5 
T he cot le Bridcgroom and his BridC : 
Let [uno's hourl 'y oleſſings ſend ye 
As much joy as can attend Je. 


May theſe Lovers never want 
17ue joyes, 07 ever beg in rhy. P77 
T hety chotce deſires ; but obtatn 
What they Cai wh, 07 ſhe Can 7ank 


Let Juno's hourly bleſſing ſend Je 


As muchjoy as can attend ye, 


From ſatiety, from ſtrife, 

From Jealouſie, domeſtick jars, 

From thoſe blows, that leave n0 ſcars, 
Juno prote# your marriage life, 

Let Juno's hourly bleſſing ſend ye 


As much joy as can attend ye, 


Thus to Hymens ſacred bands, 
we commer.d your chaſte deſerts, 
hat as [uno liak't your hearts, 
So he would pleaſe to joyn your hands ; 
And let oth thety bleſſings ſend ye 
As much joy as can attend ye, 
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No {ſooner was this Nuptial Carol ended, 

But bowing to the ground, they recommended 

This princely pair(both proſtrate on the floore) 

And with thcir hands preſented them before 

The ſacred Altar,whereunto they brought 

Two milk-white Turtles 3 and with prayers beſought, 
That Juzo's laſting favors would deicend, 

And make their pleaſures, pleaſures without end. 
With that a horrid crack of dreadtull thunder, 
Poſfeſt cach trembling heart with tear and wonder, 

The rafters of the holy Temples ſhooke, 
As it accurſcd Archimago's book 
(That curſed Legion Jhad been newly read: 
The ground digl tremblc,and a miſt ore-fpread 
The darkned Altar. 
Ar length, deep filence did poflcſic and fill 
The ſpatious Temple : all was whiſt and till,” 
When,from the cloudy Altar,brake the found 
Ot heavenly Muſick, ſuch as would confound 
With dcath, or raviſhment, the carth-bred car. 
Had not the Goddefſe given it ſtrength to bear 
Soſtrong a rapture. As the Mufick ended, 
The mitt on ſudden vaniſht, and aſcended 
From whence it came. The Altar did appear, 
And aſhes lying,where the Turtles were : 
Neer which,great Hymez ſtood,not {een before ; 
His purple Maztle was imbroidred ore (behold 
With Crows of Thorn, *mong{t which you might 
Some;here and there,(bur very fewJof gold ; 
Upon each little ſpace, that did divide 
The ſeverall crowns, a Gerdiaa knot was tide ; 
And turning to the Prreſt he thus began : 

What 
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What mean theſe fumes > Say, what bath morial man 
To do with us > what great requeſt > what ſutt 
Does now attend us, that they thus ſalute 
Our noſtyils,v1th ſuch acceptable ſauors þ 
Tell us,wherein do they tmplore the fawuoys 
Of the pleas'd gods for by the eternall throze 
And Majefsy of Heaven, tt ſhall be done 
Whereto,with bended knees, they thus replide ; 
Great god, this noble Bridegroom, and this Bride 
whom weymoſt humblybere preſent before 
Great Juno's ſacred Altar, do implore 
Your gratious aid; that with your nuptiall bands 
Tuur grace would pleaſe to tye thety promts'd hands: 


(18) With that he ſtraight deſcends the holy ſtairs, 
. And with his widened arms divides and ſhares 
An cquall bleſſing 'twixt them both,and ſaid : 


oble Youth, and lovely Maid, 
Heaven accepts your pleaſing fires, 
And hath granted your deferes : 
By the myſtery of our power, 
Firſt, we conſecrate this hower 
To Juno's ame,that ſhe would bleſſe 
Our proſp'rous atons with ſucceſſe, 
with this oyl(which we appornt 
For holy uſes)we annoynt 
Your temples, and with nuptiall bands 
Thus we firmely joys your bands : 
Q 2 
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To thoſe, till the; all looſe this knot. 
So ſaid, he bleſt them borh in 72's name, 
And from their light ;e 1anithr 1n a flame : 
That donc,they role,and with new tumes ſaluted 
The {moaking Altar : Thrice they proſtituted 
Tiicir be ndedbodics: on the holy ground, 
Where, {ending torth the well accepted {ound 
Of thazks and tons, from their divided heart, 
They kifle the ſacred Altay, and depart ; 
And,with the ſ{clt-lame 77:umph as they came. 
Return'd ; whilſt the louder T747p of Fame 
With a fullblaſt {cnds forth a ſhrill retreat. 
And rc-condudcts them to the Hall o/ State. 
Whole richly turniſhe table woul 1invitc 
A bcd-rid ftomacke to an appetite, 
And make the waſtctull gluttoz rhat docs cat 
His uncrn' qd dyct with his daily wear, 
Behold his heavcn in a more amplc mcal\ure, 
Then he had hopes to purchalc, with the treaturc 
Of his beſt faith ; ſuch were the daintics, ſucn 
The viands, that 1 dare not think too much 
To term 1t Pazadtſe, where all things did 
Offer themſelves, and nothing was torbid : 
Soon as the Marſhal of this princely tealt 
Had in his rightful ſcat, plac'd eve ry gueſt, 
A loft harmonious rapture did confine 
All rongues with wonder, as a thing divine, 


(19) Forth- 
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(19) Forthwith,with joyncd hands and (miling 
Wirth nabirs more uncqual then their paces (faces, 
A jolly pair drew ncar the table ; th'one 
In green : His pamper'd body had out-grown 
His tcam-r pt x Jarments, all imbroidcr'd orc 
VV th ſpread [11 1gV incs,whole truittul leaves did cover 
Thcir {wellins Cluſters 3 his out- ſtrutting eyes 
Star'd in his head : his droplic {wollen thighes 
Quageg'd as he weat ; h1s purple colour d inour 
Was deeply turnithrt and enricht about 
With Cazrbuncles ; around his brows did twine 
Full laden Cluſters,raviihe trom the Y7 xe. 

Tac other was a Lay, whom the Sun 
With his bright raycs had too much gaz'd upon, 

The colour of her t11ken mantle was 

Twixt green and yellow,like the fading grals : 

On which were vi vroughr incloſed fields of corn, 
Some reap'd,lome bound in ſhcaves,and {ome unthorn? 
Well tavor'd was her count'nance,plump and round: 
Her golden Trefſes dangled to the ground : 

Her temples bound with tull ripe cars of wheate, 
Wreatir'd like a Gazlaz: frequent drops of {w cat 
Down from her ſwarthy brovvs did {lily trickle, 
And in her Sun-burnthand ſhe bare a ſickle, 

Thus uther'd, vvitn a Pag Pl e to the Table, 

They both ſtood a mute 7: Bacchus 25 yet unable 

To challenge lan-age from his breathlefſe tongue, 
Till ſmiling Ceres cus began the fong 

Welcome 
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Elcome {atreſt Virgin Bride, 
Welcome to our jolly fea{t : 
Taſte wha: Ceres did provide 
For ſo fair, ſo fatr a gueſt. 

Bacch. Taſte ubat Bacchus did proute 
For ſo farr, ſo fair a gueſt : 
welcome faireſt Virgin Bride, 
VVelcome to our jolly feaſt. 

Chor. Our conjoyned bounttes ds 
Make Mars ſmile, and Venus too, 

Cercs. welcome noble Bridegrooi hither-; 
worlds of bliſs, and joy attend yee : 
Freely welcome both together, 

See what Ceres bounty ſends ye. 

Bacch, Preely welcome both together, 

See what Bacchus bounty ſends ye. 


Vporlds of bliſs, and joy attend ye, 
Chor. Our conjoyned bounties do 
Make Mars ſmile and Venus too, 
Cercs. Here ts that, whoſe ſweet variety 
Grvyes you pleaſure and delight ; 
Makes you full without ſatiety 
VVaſtes the day, and haſtes the mght. 
Baceh. This will rouze the man of way 
Vihen the drum ſhall beat in vain, 
when his ſpirits drooping are, 
This will make them riſe again. 
Chor, Tou that joyntly do inherit 
Venus beauty, Mars his ſpirit, 
Freely tafie our bounty ; ſo 
Mars ſhall ſmile, and Venus tos. 


VVelcome zoble Bridegroom hither ; 
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The Song thus ended, joyning hands together, 


They bow'd and vaniſht,none knew how,nor whither, 


To make relation of each quaint deviſe 
That art preſented their unwearied cycs : 
The nature of their mirth, of their diſcourſc : 
The daintics of the firſt, the ſecond courſe : 
The ſecret glances of the Byzdegrooms eye 
On his tair Br:de ; how oft the bluſht, and why, 
Were bur to rob the Br:degroom of his right, 
Who counts cach houre a Sommers day nll night, 
Merhinks 1t grieves me, that my Pen ſhould wrong 
Poor Lovers diſappointed hopes fo long : 
And ir repents me {o, that oftentimes 
Me thinks I could be angry with my Rimes, 
And for the cruel fins that they commit 
In beingredious, ſome I wiſh unwrit: 
Let it fufhce, what glory,what delight, 
What ſtatc,or what to pleaſe the appetite, 
The eye, the ear, the tancy : In a word, 
Whar joy 1o ſhort a ſeaſon could afford 
To well prepared hearts, was here expreſt 
In this our Nupriall, this our princely feaſt, 
Thus when the board was voided,and the Serey 
Had now relign'd his office with the Emer, 
The curious linnen gone ; and all the rights 
Perform'd,that'long to feſtival delights : 
The light-toot Hermes entcrs in the Hall, 
Holds torth theCaduce,and adjures them all 
To depth of filence z tells them, 'tis his taske 
To let them kow,the gods intend a Maske, 
To grace theſe Nuprialls ; and with thathe ſpred 
His air-dividing pinions and fled, 


When 


ler 


Wien ſilence thus had charmed every ear 
The Mack With wonder aid attentior, they might bear 
of the g2ds, The itt ea © 4171jie 7$ Of 14h 5 about 
Inecey 0's erſweetl) warllng out 
/ 117 Punlomelan 47s, art nildey note, 
Which nature tau ht them to di ate, by 6! 
So that the hall d1d ſeem a ſhatly Gro. e, 
Ween by turns, th ambitious Quire ſtrife 
TPexcel themſelces. 
while thas thei; ears were feeding mith delight 
[pi theſe ſirarns, the Goddcts of the night 
Enters the SCEnC : Her Lody was confin'd 
I'Vithiaa coal-black Mantle, thorow lin'd 
V'Vith ſable Furs : her Treſſes were of [:4er 
Like Ebony, 0 with a Pcarly dew | 
Hu 1y like a ſpiders VVeb ; ber face did [hrowd 
A ſwarth Complexion, underneath a cloud 
Of tack curld vc : On hez head, ſhe wore 
A Crown of burazhht Gold, {eſhaded oe 
VVith Frogs and Rory milt : ber had did beai 
A Sceprtcr and a ſable Hemutphere : 
She ſterly ſhook ber dewy locks , and rake 
A mclancholy ſmile, aud thus Leſpake ; 

Drive on, drive on, (dall PYaggoze;) let thy 
Your looſer reins, and uſe thine 1dle whip, 
Thy pamper'd Steeds arc p_ drive away, 
The lower world thinks long to {cc the day : 
Darkneſſe befits us beſt ; and our delight 
Will reliſh far more ſweeter in the night : 
Approach(ye bleſſed ſhadors) and exreiid 
Your carly jurisdiction, and befriend 
Our nightly ſports : Approach, make no delay, 
Ir is your Queene, your ſoveraign calls away. 
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with that, a ſudden darkiſſe fill'd the Hall : 
The light was baniſht, and the windows all 
So neerly clos'd ther eye-lids round about, 
That day could not get in, 07 darknejſe out 3 
And etery darkyzed eye, which was dent 'd 


The jealous godgfearing be ki.ows not whom, 


And nith his club-foot groping tn the ſhade 


I21 
Thus while the death-reſenibling ſhades of night 
Had draws their mijly Curtains 'tuixt the l:ght 
Toſeebut that, nhich darkneſſe could 1.0; hed : 
(Indeed nbom fears he not 2enters the roome, 
Of night, he mutter'd forth theſe word, and ſatd : 
Where 1s this wanton Hazlo: now become ? FM _ 


Is light ſo odious to her 2 or is home 

So homely in her wandring cycs, that ſhe 
Mult {till be rambling, where unknown to me 
Can nothing be concluded,nothing done, 

But intermedling Yeaus mult be one ? 

IS'r not enough that Phelus does applaude 
Her luſt,but muſt Nzghts goddeſſe be her baud 2 
Darkneſe be gone, thou patroneſle to luſt : 

[f fair means may not rid thee, fouler muſt, 


Away ; my power ſhall out-charm thy charms, 


Ile find her panting in her lovers arms. 
Enter you lamplets of terreſtrial fire, - 
And let your golden heads(at leaſt)con{pire 
To countertcit a day, and on the night 


Revenge the wrongs of Ph#bus,with your light, 


$0 ſaid, the darkned Hall was garniſht round 
With lighted Tapers ; Every of jett found 
An eye toonnit, and eath eye was filFd 


with 
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VVith pleaſure in the ofjett it beheld. I = 

AS tieſe deviſeful changes did tncite ; 

Therr quickned fancies, with a freſh delight, 


Morpheus came 1# z His dreaming pace was ſo, 
That none could ſay he mod, be mod ſo ſlow : 
Hrs folded arms, athwart his breſt, did kztt 
A ſlu1gards knot, his nodding chin did tt 
Agatiſt bis parting boſome, as he paſt : 
And oftentimes hts eyes were cloſed faſt : 
He wore a crown of Poppy on hrs head : 
And, in his hand, he bore a mace of Lead : 
He yawned thrice, and after homage done 
To nights Lack Soueratgn, he thus begun : 
—_ Great Empreſſe of the world: To whom I owe 
My ſelf, My ſervice, my perpetual vow : 
Before the tootſtool. of whoſe dreadfull throne 
The Princes of this lower world lay down 
Their Crowns and Scepters ; whoſc victorious hand 
In twice twelve hours did conquer and command 
This globe of Earth, your ſervant (whofe dependance 
Quickens his power)comes to give attendance 
Upon the earthly ſhadows, and to ſeiſe 
Upon theſe wearied mortalls, when you pleaſe 
T'appoint ; till rhen, your ſervant is athand 
To put in execution your command, 
To whom the ſmiling Goddeſſe thus replide. 
The God Morpheus, our pleaſure 1s to ſet afide 
TY '® This night to mirth, and time-beguiling ſports ; 
facech. Our ſleep-reſtraining buſineſſe much imports 
Your welcome abſence, whilſt our cars ſhall number 
The flying hours; our mirth admits no {lumber : 
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The word ſcarce ended, but the Queene of Love 
Deſcended from her unſeen ſeat, above : 

In her fair hand ſhe led her winged Son, 

And like a Prone tempeſt thus begun. 


Diſloyal Sycophant, Deaths baſtard brother, | Finns, 
Accurſed ſpaun, caſt from as curs'd a mother : = 


That with thy baſc impoſtures rifleſt man 

Of half his dayes, of half thar little ſpan 

Nature hath lent his life, that with thy wiles 
Huge'ſt himto death, berray'ſt him with thy ſmiles, 
What mak'ſt thou here, and to uſurp my right 
Perfidious Cartife > Venus day is night : 

Go to the frozen world,where mans deſire 

Is made of ice,and melts before the fire , 

Yetne'r the warmer : Go, and viſit fools, 

Or phlegmatick old age, whoſe ſpirit cools 

As quickly as theirbreath : Go, what have we 

To do(dul Morpheus)with thy Mace, or thee 

As leaden as thy Mace > Tiart made for nought, 

But ro ſtill children, or to eaſe the thoughr 

Of brain ſick Fraxticks ; or, with joyes, to flatter 
Poorſlumbring ſouls, which wak'd, find no ſuch mat- 
Go ſuccour thoſe, that vent by quick retail (ter: 
Their wits, upon dear peny-worths of Ale : 

Or marrow'd Eunuchs, whoſe aduſt defire 

Wants means to ſlack the fury of their falſe fire : 

O that I were a Baſes, that I 

Might dart my venome, or elſe venom'd die. 

Boy, bend thy bow, and with thy forked dart, 
Drawn to the bo thrill, thrill him to the heart : 
Let flie Deaths arrow, or if thou haſt none, 

In Deaths name ſend an arrow of thine own : 
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We are both wrong'd, and in the ſame degree : 

Shoot then,ar once,revenge thy {clt and me. 4 

: . . [ 

1th that the little angry god ard bend 


His (leele bow, 414.144 Deaths name id ſend + 
His winged meſſenger, whoſe fa:thfull baſie Cl, 
D1iſpatcht his-rrefull errand 5 and ſtuck faſt ” 
within his pierced Liter, and aid hide o « 
Hts (inping feathers tn his wounded ſide, St; 
Morpheus fel! down, as dead, and or the around 1; 
Lay for a little ſeaſon 1n a ſwound, Ty 
Gaſping for breath, And lovers dreame(they ſay) pl 
Have evermore bcen wanton fince that day : 0+ 
Venus was pleas'd : The goddeſſe of the night | 7 
Grew angry ; ſhe would needs reſigne her 11ght 7] 
Of government, and tn a ſpleen threw down | 
Her Hemiſphere, her $cepter, azd her Crown : 
eAnd, with a dusky (og, ſhe did beſmeare 
The face of Venus, ſutl'dber golden baty 
With ber lack ſhades, and with foul terms reuil'd 
Both ber, her cuckold mate, and baſtard child : 
wheyeat the God of war, betng much offended, 
Forſook Loth ſeat and patience, and deſcended : 
And,to the world, be proffer'd to make ycod 
Fair Vers honor, with his deareſi blood : 
To whom poor Vulcan(puſfing in a rage, 
Te hear his well known fortune 0s the ftage ) 4 
Scrall'd many a thank and with his crouching knee 7, 
Profeſt true love to ſuch true friends as be. T, 
And ever {ince, experience lets us know, F 
Cuckoldsare kind to ſuch as make them ſo. 

By this god Morpheus waking from his ſwound T 


Began to groan 5 and from bis aking wound 
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Drew forth the buried ſhaft 3 but Mars (whoſe word 
Admats no other ſecond, but his ſword) 

Valheath'd his furious brondiron, and let flie 

eA blow at Morpheus beaz,, which had well-me 
Clove bimin twain, had xt the Queene 'of night 
Hurl'd haſty miſts before his darkned ſight : 

$0 that the ſword, by a falſe guided arm | 
Struck Vulcans foot, whichever fince was lame: 
At laſt the gods came town, and thought it good 

To mp this early quarrell in the bud , 

who fearing uproars, with a friendly cup 

Of bleſt Nepenthe, took the quarrel! y 


Aud tor th'offence committed, did proclaim The ſen- 
rence. 


This ſentence in offended Juno's name. 

Morpheus trom hence is baniſht, for this night, 
And nor bw before the morning light 2: 
Mars 1s ex1l'd fot ever, as a gueſt hs 

. Adjudg'd unfirting for a marriage. feaſt, » 
Cupid 15 doom'd to rome and rove about: 
To the worlds end; and both his'eyes pur our. 
Venus 1s cenſur'd to perpetuall night, | 
And not(unlefle by ſicalth)co ſee the light : * 
Her chicfeſt joy ro be but leaſing folly, - 
Perform'd with maureſſe,dog'd with melancholy. - 


FT 


And here the muſick did irrute theiy paces 
To meaſure time, ant by exchange of places 0a” | / 1 
Tolead the curious beholders eye 
A milling captive to variety, \. 

Thus, with the ſweet Utciſſitude of mirth 
They ſpent the t1me, as if that Heaven and Earth 
Had ſtudied to phraſe manyinſuch ameaſure; 


That 
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That art could not do more t' au ment their pleaſure : 
And ſo they vamſht. 


Now Ceres Evening bounty re-invites 

Her noble gueſts to her renew'd delights : 

And frolick Bacchus, to refreſh their fouls 
With a full hand, preſents his ſwelling Bowls. 
Wine came ynwiths, like water from a ſourle ; 
And dclicates were mingled with diſcourle : 
What art could do to make a welcome gueſt, 
Was liberally preſcnted at that feaſt. 


(20) It was no ſooner ended, but appcars 
An old gray Pilgrim dceply ſtruck in years, 
In tatter'd garments : In his wrinkled hand 
An hour-glafſe, labouring with her lateſtſand ; 
Beneath hus arm, a buffen Knapſack hung 
Stuft full of writings in an unknown tongue, 
Chronolsgres, out-dated Almanacks, 

And Patents, that had long ſurviv'd their wax : 
Unto his ſhoulders Eagle wings were joyn'd : 
His head ill thatcht before, but bald behinde : 
And leaning on his crooked 8ythe, he made 

A little pauſc, and after that, he ſaid : 


Mortals tis out, my glaſſe is run, 
And mth it the day ts done: 

Dark ſhadews have expel d the light, 

And my glaſſeis turn'd for maght : 
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The Queene of darkneſſe bids me ſay, 
Mirth ts fitter for the day : 
Vpor the day, ſuch joyes attend, 
V'Vith the day ( 4b joyes muſt end, 
Think not, Darkneſſe goes about, 
Like death, to puff your pleaſures out : 
No, 1.0, ſhe'l lend you new delights, 
She hath pleaſures for the nights, 
Vi hen as her ſhadows ſhall beraght ye, 
She bath what ſhall till deli Je Je: 
Aged Time ſhall make it known, 
She hath daintzes of ber own : 
*T 75 very late, away, away, 
Let day ſports exptre with day : 
For this ttme we adjourn your fea : 
The Bridegroom faine wanld be at reft : 
And if the 127ht-paſtzmes drſpleaſe ye, 
Day will quickly come, axdeaſe ye. 
VVith that, a {weer vermilian tin&ture:ftain'd 
The Brides fair cheeks: The more thar ſhe reſtrain'd 
Her blufh, the more her difobedient blood 
Did overflow ; as if a ſecond flood 
Had meant to riſc, and, fora little ſpace, - 
To drown that world of beauty in her face : 
She bluſhr 3 (but knew not why)and like the Moon, 
She look'd moſt red, upon her going down. 
But fcc : The ſmiling Ladies do begin. 
To joyn their whiſpering heads, as there had bin 
A plot of treaſon : till at length, unf{pide, 
They ftole away th'unwilling-willing Bride : 
Their buſie hands unrob'd her and fo led 
The timorous Virgin to her Naptial bed, 


By 
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(21) By this, the Nobles hauve recommended 
Their tongues to ſilence, their diſcourſe being cnded, 
T hey look'd about, and thinking to have done 
Their ſervice to the Br/ae, the Bride was gone : 
And n ow the Br:dezroom( unto whom delay 
Seem'd worl< then death ).could broke no longer ſtay : 
Attended by h .is noble gueſts, he enters 
That room, where th'enterchangable 1zdent ures 
Of deareſt love, lay ready to be feal'd | 
With mutuall pleaſures not to be reveal'd, 
His garments. grew too. tedious, and their walght 
(Nor able raibe borac)do over-traight 
His weary ſhoulders ::tlas never {toopt x 
Bencath a greater burthen, and not droopt : 
No help was wanting, for he did receive 
VWhar ſudden aid he could expcct, or have 
From ſpeedy hands; from hands that did not waſte 
The time ; unle{s(perchance)by over-haſte:: 
Mean whule, a dainty warbling bteſt,not ſtrong, 
As {weet, preſents this Epithalmion ſong. 


Man ofiwar, march bravely on, 

The field's 3:01 eaſie ta be won: : 

There's no danger tn that war, 

Where lips both ſwords and bucklers are, 

Here's no cold to chill thee, 
A bed of down's thy field: 

Here's no ſword to kill thee, 

Vuleſſe thou pleaſe to yield, 
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Here 1s nothing will tncumber, 
Here mill be no ſcars to number. 
Theſe be wars of Cupids makings 
Theſe be wars will keepe you waking, 
Ti the early breaketng day 
Call your forces hence, away. 
Theſe be wars that make no ſpolies 
Death here ſhoots his ſhafts 1n vVats : 
Though the ſouldirs get a foil, | 
He will rouſe and fight again. 
Theſe Le wars that neaver ceaſe, 
But conclude a mutual peace. 
Let bentgn and proſp'rous flars, 
Breathe ſucceſſe upon theſe wars, 
And when thrice three months be run, 
Be thou father f a ſon: 
A ſon that may dertve from thee 
The honor of true mertt, 
And may to ages, yet tobe, 
(orvey thy blood, thy ſpirit : 
Making the glory of hrs fame 
Perpetuate, and crown thy name, 
And greet life tn ſpight of death, 
when Fame ſhall want both trump and breath. 
Have you beheld in a fair Summers Even 
The golden headed Charioter of Heaven, 
With what a ſpeed his prouder reins do bend 
His panting horſes to their journeys end 2 
How red he looks, with what a {witt carrcer 
He hurries to the lower Hemiſphere 
And in a moment ſhoots his golden-head 
Upon the pillow of bluſhing Therzs beg : 
| $ 


Argalus and Parthenta. 


Even ſo tke Bridegroom (whole defire had wings 
More {wift then time, {witch on with pleaſurc)ſprings 
Into his Nupriall bed 3 and look how faſt 
Thc {tooping Faulcon clips, and with what haſte 
Her talons {c1ze upon the timerous prey, 
Even ſo his arm<(1mpaticnt of delay ) 
His circling arms imbrac'd his bluſhing Bride, 
While ſhe(poor ſoul)lay trembling by his fide. 
The Bridegroom now growes weary of his gueſts 
Vhat mirth,of late was plcating, now moleſts 
His tired patience : Too much ſweer offends : 
Sometimes to be forſaken of our tricnds, 
In Cpids moralls, is obſerv'd ro be 
The fruits of friend{hip, in the beſt degree. 
And thus at laſt, the curtains being clos'd, 
They left them,cach in others arms repos'd. 
And here my Muſe ts draw our curtains too, 
Tis ufit to ſee what pri uate Lovers do, 
Reader, let rot thytboughts grow over-rank, 
* But wail thy underſtanding with a Blayk, 
Thtik rot on nhat thou thiik'(t : and, if thou cailt, 
Yet underſtand not what thou underſtandeſt, 
Sow 1ot thy fruitfull heart with fo puor ſeeds : 
Or if, perchance(unſonn):hey ſprang like weeas, 
ſe them like weeds, thou k;,oweſt not how to kill : 
Slight ther, ard let them thrive agaiift th y wil : 
Fiew them like ewlls, that Art car not prevent, 
But ſee thou take nopleaſure inithetr ſent. 
And one thing more : when as the morntz9 light 
Shall £:1ng the baſhfull Bride 1nto thy fabt, 
Be nict too cruell : Let no wanton eve 
Diſturb, and. wrong ber conſcious modeſiy : 
And if ſhe bluſh, examine not for what : 
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Nay though thou ſee 1t(Reader)ſee tt not. 
And (hall our ſtory diſcontinue here? 
Or want a period, til] another yeer > 
Shall we befriend theſe Lovers,with the night, 
And leave them buried in their own delight, 
And ſo conclude > No, it ſhall ne'r be ſed: 
That marriage joys end in the marriage bed : 
Fond and adultcrate is that love, which founds 
Her happineſle on ſuch unſtable grounds: 
And, like a ſudden blaze, it never laſts, 
But,as the pleaſure waxes cold,it waſts, 
Now Argalas awakes,and now the light 
Is even as welcome to him as the night : 
His cyes are fixt upon his lovely Bride, 
Whiles ſhe lies {weetly ſlumbring by his {ide : 
She ſleeps, he views her : Thrice his mind was bent 
To call Parthemta, and thrice it did repent : 
Sometimes his lips,with a ſtolne kifſe would grect 
Her guiltleſſe lips : ( They ſay ſtoln goods are ſweet) 
Ar length, ſhe wakes, and hides her bluſhing checks 
In his warm boſome, where ſhe ſafely ſecks 
For Sanfuary, whereunto ſhould fly 
The guilt of her prote&ed modeſty : 
He ſmiles, and whiſpers in her deatned car ; 
(women can underſtand, and yet not bear) 
He ſpeaks,but ſhe(even whilſt his = were breaking 
Their words)with hers,did ſtop his lips from ſpeaking, 
When thrice three Suns had now almoſt out-worn 
The rare ſolemnities that did adorn 
Theſe Princely Nuptzalls,and had made report, 
Grow ſorathing ſparing in - Arcadiany Court, 
2 
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The Bridegroom whole indevours were addreſt, 

To practice wvat may plealc his tair Br:de beſt, 

Relolv'd to leave Kalandeys houte, and crown 

Parthenia ſole commandreſlc of her own :: 

Long was it ere Kalanders liberal car 

Could be unlockt ; it had no power to heat 

The word farewel : Still A4rgalas intreated, 

And fram'd excules 3 which he foon defcared. 

Bur as the ſtout Alcides d1d caſhiere 

One riſing head,another would a ppear : 

Even ſo,whilſt his ingenious love did {mother 

One caule of parting,he would find an ther. 
Kalander thus at laſt,(being over-wrought 

With words, which importunity had taught 

Incxorable Argalus) was tain 

To yield, what he fo long gain-ſaid in vaine. 

"Tis now concluded, Argalzs muſt go, 

But yct Kalazder muſt not leave them fo : 

There is no parting, till the aged fire 

Shall warm his fingers by Parthertaes fire, 

Parthenia ſues, Kalander muſt not reſt 

Till he become Parthenzaes promis'd gueſt. 
The morrow next, when Tztazs carly ray 

Had given fair carneſt of a fairer day : 

And,with his trembling beams, had repoſſeſt 

The eyes of mortals, newly rouz'd from reſt, 

They lefr Kalazders Caſtle ; and that nighr 

Arriv'd they at the Palace of delight : 

(For ſo *twas call'd)it was a goodly ſcat, 

Well choſen ; not capactous, as neat : 

Yet was 1t. large enough to entertain 

A potent Prince, with all his Princcly train: 


Book III. Argalus and Parthenia. 


133 


It ſeem'd a Center to a Parke,well ftor'd 


With Deer,whole well-thriven bounty did afford 


Continuall plealure anddelight; nay, what 
That Earth calls good, this Seat afforded nat ? 
Th'impaticnt Faulkner here may learn to ſay 
Fotgortcn praycrs,and bleſſe him every day. 
The paticnt Angler,here, may tire his wiſh, 
And(it he pleaſe) may ſwear, and yet catch fiſh. 
The incaking Fowler may go boldly on, 

And nc'r want ſport untill his powder's done : 
And to conclude,there was no ſtint,no mcaſure 


To th'old mans profit, or the young mans pleaſure : 


Thither rhis night the Nupriall troop is gone : 
And now Parthemra's welcome to her own : 

But would you hear what cntertainment paſt > 
Conceive it rather ; for my quill would waſte 
Th'unthriving ſtock of my beſpoken time, 
While ſuch free bounty cannot ſtand with rime 
But that which muſt d1d ſeaſon, and imbelliſh 
Their choice delights,and gave the trueſt reliſh 
To their beſt mirth,and pleaſures, was, to fee 
Wirh what a ſweet conjugal harmony 

All things were carry'd: Every word did prove 
To adde ſome acquilition to their love ; 

So one they were,. that nonc could juſtly ſay, 
Which of them rul'd, or whether aid obey : 
He rul'd,becauſe ſhe would obcy ; and ſhe, 
Int!ws obeying,rul'd as well as he : 

What pleated him,would need no other cauſe 
To pleaſc her too, bur onely. his applauſe; 

A happy pair,whoſe double lifc,but one : 
Made one life double,and the unglc, none. 


Thus 


at 
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Thus waen th'unconſtant Lady of the night 
Had chang'd her ſharpned horns, tor an orb of light : 
Kalender(whole occaiions grew too ſtrong. 
And may not be diſpens'd withal too long) 
Takes leave,and (being equal heavy hearted 
With ſad Parthenza for his haſte) departcd: 
But A7;alus(who never yet could one 
Himſelf with morc advantage then alone ) 
And fair Partheara(whoſc well pleas'd delire 
Hopes nothing cl{e. it Argalus be by her) 
Needs not the help of any to augment 
The better joyes of their retir'd content : 
Sometimes the curious Garden would invite 
Their gentle paces to her proud delight : (pleaſurc, 
Sometimes the well-ſtor'd Park would change their 
And tender to her view, their light-foot treaſure: 
Where th' unmoleſted Herd would ſeem to ſtand, 
And crave a death at fair Parthernzaes hand: 
Sometimes her ſteps would climb th'ambirious Tower, 
From whoſe aſpiring top they might diſcover 
A little Common-wealth of Land, which none 
Bur Argalus,durſt challenge as his own : 
Sometimes(for change of pleaſurc)he would read 
Selected ſtories, whilſt her cars would feed 
Upon theſe lips, and now and then a kifle 
Would interpole ltke a pareztheſis, 
Between their ſemicircled arms.,inclos'd : 
(0 what dull ſpirits could be indiſpos'd 
To read ſuch lines) Jand whilſt upon the book 
His eyes were fix'd,her pleaſed eyes would look 
Vpon the gracefull Reader, and eſpie 
A ſtory,tar more pleaſing, in his eye. 
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(22) Vpon a day as they were cloſely ſeated, 
Her cars attending, whillt his lips repeated 
A ſtory,trcating the renown'd adventures 
And famous acts of great Alczdes ; enters 
A Meſſenger, whole countenance did bewray 
A haſte roo {erious toadmur delay ; 
His hand preſents him Letters,which did bring 
Their (caled crrand from th* Arcadian King z 
Whercat Parthexza roſe,and ſtept aide : 
Her thoughts were troubled 3 ever as ſhe cy'd 
The meſſenger, her colour comes and goes : 
Parthenta fcars ; and yet Parthenta knows 
Not what to fear : Her jealous heart knows hvvw 
To fear an evill,becaule it fears to know : 
And as he rcad the lines,her eye was fixt 
Upon his eyc,which ſeem'd to ſtrive betwixt 
Athouſand-thwarting paſſions : Once he caſt 
His eyes on her, and —_— {o faſt 
On his,he bluſhr,ſhe bluſhr,both bluſhr rogerher, 
Becauſc they bluſhr for what,unknown to cither, 
The Letter being read,(and having kiſt 
Balſius name) he ſpeedily difmiſt 
The Meſſenger, with promiſe to obey 
Baſiltus juit commands without delay : 
Thar done, he took Parthenta by the hand, 


. His dear Partheia, by the trembling hand : 


And to her greedy cye ke ſtraight preſents 
The paper ; ba.lac © with its fad contents : 


Parthezia 
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Parthenta, with a fearfull ſlowneſle took it, 
And with a feareful haſte did over-look it : 
Her face being blanched with the pallid ſignes 
Of what ſhe ard too {oon, ſhe read thelc lincs. 
Baſilrus Rex, 
Hereas the famous and uiflorious ame 
Of great Amphialus, makes the trump of Fame 

Breathe nothing but his conqueſts, and renown : 

whoſe lawleſſe aR10:s fortune ſtrives to cronn 

(In ſpight of juſtice)with a wattors merit, 

Reſpe&ing more the greatzeſſe of his ſpirit, 

Then juſtneſſe of his cauſe ; to the diſhonor 

Of Lertue,and all ſuch as watt upon her, 

And furthermore, whereas his power is known 
T'"oppuzn the welfare of our State and Crown, 

with ſtrong rebellion, to the high advancement 

Of his iſheyal glory,and inhancement 

Of his perfidtous name, the great tncreaſe 

Of fattrons, and diſturbance of our peace : 
Likewiſe,whereas his bigh prevailing hand 

( Againſt the force whereof no fleſh can ſtand) 

Could re'r be equal d yet, much leſſe orecome : 

But with loud triumph, ſtill does carry home 

The ſpotls of our loſt honor, to the fame 

Of hes rebellious glcyy,and our ſhame: 

we therefore 1n our princely care perpending 

The ſerious premiſſes, and much depending 

On your known courage have ſeleted you 

Toſtand our Champion Royall, and renew 

Our waſted hozor, with your ſword and lance 

In equall Duell : Thus you put advance 

The glorious pitch of your renowned name 
with the brave purchaſe of eteruall fame : 
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In this you ſhall reuiue our dying glory, 

And true the ſubjett of theſe ages ſtory, 

(which ſhall be read till time (þall have an end) 
And tie Balilius your perpetual friend, 


To our right truſty and noble 
Kinſman, Argalus, 


But as ſhe rcad, her tears did trickle down 
Upon the lines, as 1f they meant to drown 
Th'unwelcome mcſſage,and ar length ſhe ſaid, 
Ah me(my Argalus) was't this you made 

Such haſte to anſwey 2 did that anſwer need 
Toe turned with ſo great a ſpeed 2 
Can you, O can you be ſo quickly won 
To leate your poor Parthenia, and be pone + 

To whom rc{olved Argalus(whole cyc 
Was fixt upon his honor)made replie, 
My dear Parthenia, were zt to obtain 
The unſumm'd wealth of Pluto z oy to gain 
The ſoceratgnty of the Earth mithout expence 
Of blood or ſweat,without the leaſt pretence 
Of danger, my ambition would deſpiſe 
The eaſe conqueſt of ſo great a prize 
If purchas'd by thy diſcontent,or by 
The pooreſt tear that trickles from thine eye. 
But to recal my promiſe,or forſake 
That reſolution how bids me make 
In this behalfe, or to betray that truſt 
Repos'd in me, the gods would be unjuſt 
( And not themſelues)if they ſhould but command 
Or urge me with an over-ſwaying band : 

T 


My 
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My deay Parthenia Let no falſe ſug gejitor 
Abuſe thy paſſion z or preſume to queſtton 

My deareſt love,though honor bras us part, 

Yet honour cannot rob thee of my heart : 
Honorsthat calls me with her loud alarms 

will b7tng me back with Triumph to thine arms, 
So {aid, the ſad Parthenta(whole tears 

Are turn'd Lzeutenants to her tongue)torbears 
To tempt her language: Gyrefs that are but ſmall 
Can ſpeake, when great ones cannot Vent at all : 
Bur tender-hearted Argalus(ro whom 

Such ſilence ſpeaks roo loud)torſook the room : 

And, with a breſt,as full of penſive care, 

As honor, gave dircCtions to prepare 

His warlick Steed, his Martial attrre, 

And all things, ſuch imployment does require. 

And here, O thou,thou = ſupreme Protetiyeſs 

Of bolder ſprrits,aud the ſole direttreſs 

of lofty flye; quills, which ſhall derrue 

To after times,what glortoas ſwords atchieve : 

And mak'(t the a&rons of heroick ſpirits 

Perpetuate,and crown thetr names, therr merits: 

Wluſtrious Clio : a1d me and 1:.ſpire 

My ragedrimes, with thy dr Uney fire : 

Teach me to raiſe my ſtyle, and to attatn 

A pitch,that may tranſcend tbe vulgar ftraty : 
Reach me a quill,rent from an Eagles wIng : 

And let my uk be blood : that 1 may png 

Death to the life : let him that reads, expound, 

Each daſh, a ſword, andevery word a wound, 

By this, the Champton Royall had put on "4:4 
His Martiall weeds : but haſting ro be gone, 1 
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The poor Parthexia, whole cold fit paſt 

(Like thoſe in agues )now does burn as faſt : 

She leaves the lonely room,and comming out 
She finds her Argalus inclos'd about 

With glittering walls of ſtecl : apparell'd round 
In his bright arms(whom ſhe had rather tound 
Lockt up in hers)and wanting nothing now 

But what her lips could not(poor foulallow 
Withour a ſea of rears, her laſt farewcll, 


(23) She ran unto him,wept, and weeping fel! 
Upon her knees, ſhe claſpt him by the arm, 
And looking up, ſhe thus began to charm : 
My Argalus, my Argalus, my dear : 
And wilt thou goe and leaye Parthenia here > 
wilt thou forſake me then > and can theſe tears 
Not intercede betwixt thy deafned ears 
And my ſad ſutt > Canſt thou, O canft thow goe 
eAnd leave thy poor diſtreſt Parthenia ſo >, 
Parthenta ſues, Parthenia does ;mplore, 
Parthenia begs, that never beg'd before : 
Remember, 0 remember you are, now, 
Vier the power of a ſacred vow : 
Honor muſt ſtoop to Vows, which once being crackt 
Tow cannot do an honorable at :. 
Thave a rtght unto; = are mine : 
I bave that tntreft which Ile #e'r reſigne 
Till death : Ile never hazard to forgo 
T2 
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My whole eſtate of happrneſſe, at one throw : 
No, no, I will ;.0t : I will bold thee faſt 

I, ſpizht of Honor, and ber nine days blaſt 
Your former aits have gtuen ſufficient prooſe 

To the wide world 5your Valo;”'s known encut! 
Without a farther tryal ; there's exow 

To loſe therr li ues(leſſe worthyYbeſides you : 
"Twas then a time for arms, when you had none. 
None other left to venture, but your ow: : 
Excuſe me then, that onely do 1ndevor 


To hold mine own, which now I muſt, or never : 


Mine, mine you are, and you can undertake 

No danger, Jar Parthenia muſt partake : 

Shall your Parthenia be zndang ved then ? 

Parthenia ſhall be preſent, even when 

The ſtrokes fall thickeſt ; and Parthenia ſhall 

Suffer what ere to Argalus may befall 

Parthenia,zz your greateſt parn,ſhall ſmart ; 

Your blood ſhall trickle from Parthenia's heart. 

Can prayers obtain 0 place > by this dear hand, 

The ſacred pledge of our conjugall band, 

By all the pleaſures of our deareſt love : 

By heaven,and all the heavenly powers above: 

Or if thoſe motrues cannot find a room, 

Yet by the tender fruit, that 1n,my womb 

Begins to bud 3 or if ought elſe appear 

To thy beſt thoughts more pretzous or.more dear, 

By that forſake me not, althou gh the reſt 

Prevail not, Grant this firſt, this laſt requeſt, 
To whom thebroken hearted Argalus, 


Wearied, but not o'rcome, made. anſwer thus : 
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My dear Parthenia : Thy deſires never 
Gainſaid my will, till now : Do not perſever 
To crave that boone,' I canuot grant : forbear 
To urge me : Reſolution bath no ear 

Weep not,(my joy)let not theſe drops of thine 
That trickle from ſo faty ax ere adruine 

A foul ſucceſſe : Chear up; a ſmile or two 
Would make me half a conquerer, exeI go : 
Shine forth, and let no enuous cloud bentght 
The glorious luſtre of ſo fair a light : 

Doubt not my life : the juſtneſſe of my cauſe, 


That brings me on, will quit me 1th a; plauſe : 


Fear not,that ſuch a bleſſing ſuch a wife 

was e'r titended for ſo ſhort a life : 

Expee my ſafe return ;, as quick, as glorious ; 
My genus tells me, 1 ſhall lsue Viflorious, 


So ſaid, as it that paſſion had forgot 


Her mother tongue, her tongue replied not * 

Bur, like to one,new ſ{triken with the thunder 

She ſtood betwixt amazement, fear and wonder : 

His lips took lcave, andas his arms ſurrounded 

Her fceble waſte,ſhe ſtrait fell down, and ſwounded : 


But Argal«s tranſported with the tide 
And tyranny of honor, could abide 


No longer ſtay ; he truſts her to the guard 
Of her own woman ; lefr her, and repair'd 


Unto the Camp; wherein, he {ſpent ſoine days, 
In parley with eAmphzalus ; and aſlayes 
By all perſwaſfive means, to make him yield 
To juſt demands,and not to ſtain the field 
With needlefle blood : Burt finding him unapt 


For. 
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_ — | Bc 
Argalus and Partbenia. Book, INI, | - 
For peacetul counſel(being ſtrongly rapt Tel 
With his own fame ) and ſcorning to afford (T 
His ear to any language, bur the ſword, of 
He ceas'd adviſe him; and( enforc'd to try T 
A rougher D/ale)wrote him this dcfic : I 
14 
Renown'd Amphralus, 0/ 
If (iro27 perſwaſions, backt with reaſons, could Yo, 
Been honor'd mth your ear, your mſedome wouls. Hr 
Iz yielding to ſo fair a peace, have won T/ 
As ample glory, as your ſword hath done If 
You ſhould have conquer'd ſouls, where ow at moſt, Ii 
You can ſubdue but bodtes, that have loſt 
The power to reſiſt : But (ince my ſuit, 
Sown on ſo barren ſoil, can finde n0 frutt ; 
Recervue a mortall challengesfrom a hand, 50 
Whoſe juſtice takes a glory to withſtand Tc 
So foul a cauſe, and labors to ſubdue, CG 
Your heedleſſe errors, whil(t it honors you : Vv 
Compoſe you then, to make a preparation, Hi 
According to your noble wonted faſhion : O! 
And think not flight of ne'r ſo weak an arm Hi 
That firikes,when juſtice ſtrikes up hey alarm, Li 
Bc 
Argalus, | In 
Te 
No ſooner had he read it,but his pen, H1 
Wirth noble ſpeed, return'd theſe lines agen : Li 
Much more renowned Argalus, | A 
Your farthfull ſervant whoſe viforious brow V 
Was never daunted yet,1s daunted now A 
By your brgve curteſig, being ftricken dumb 
; | Vrith 
\ 
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With your rare worth, and farrly overcome : 

Yet dyuttiig not the juſtneſſe of my cauſe 

(That's oLe7-ruled by the ſacred laws 

Of deariſt loue)will gite my ſword the power 
wen to marntainit, to the lateſt hour : 

I ſhall expeit your comming tn the 1le, 

Where,with a heart,(z0t poyſon with the bile 

0s gall of malice)with my deareſt blood, 

Tour ſervant ſhall ke ready to make good 

Hrs juſt deſigaes : aſſured of no leſſe 

Then treble famegf crowned with ſucceſſe : 

If not, there's no diſkonoy can accrew 

In betng conquer d, and orecome Ly you, 


Amphialus. 


Soon attcr eA/galus, (whole blood did boy! 

Tobe in action)comes1nto the lle, 

Clad in white Armor,gilt and ſtrangely dreit 
With knots of womens hair, which trom his creſt 
Hung dang] m—_— with their bounteous treaſure, 
Orcipred his Corſlet in a lib'rall meaſure 

His curious furniture was faſhion'd out, 

Like to a flying Eagle, round about 

Beſer with plumes, whole crooked beake(being caſt 
Into a coſtly jewel was made faſt 

To th'{addle bow : Her ſpreading train did cover 
His crooper, whilſt the trappers ſeeme to hover 
Like wings, that, to the fixt beholders eye, 

As the horſe pranc'd, the Eagle ſeem'd to flic 

Vpon his arm(his threatning arm)he wore 

A ſleeve, all curiouſly imbroidered ore 


With 
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With bleeding hearts, which fair Partheiza made 
(In thoſe —_ times, when fortune ſo betraid 
Their ſecret love, and with a ſmiling frown 

Daſht their falſe hopesJas copies of her own. 

V pon his ſhield(for his deviſe) he ſer 

Two neighb'ring Palms, whole budding branches mct 
And twin'd together ; the obſcure Impreſle 

Imported this : Thus flourtſhing, as theſe : 

His Horſe was of a ficry Sorrel, blacke 

His Main, his Feet, his Tail : on his proud backe 

A coal black Liſt : his noſtrils open wide, 

Breath'd War, betore his ſparkling eye deſcride 

An enemy to encounter ; up by turns, 

He lifts his haſty hoots,as it he {corns 

The carth,or if his tabring fect had found 

A way, to goc, and yet ner change the ground. 

By this, Amphtalus(who all this while 

Thought minuts years)was landed in the lle, 

In all reſpects provided, to afford 

As bounteous entertainment, as the ſword 

And launce could give : andat the Trumpets ſound 
The Steeds, (that needed not a prick to wound 
Their bleeding flanks)both ſtart,and with ſmooth run- 
"Their ſtaves,declining with unſhaken cunning, (ning 
Perform'd their Maſters will, with angry ſpeed : 

But _— his well inſtructed Steed 
| (Being hot,and full of courage, fiercely lead 

By his owne prideJpreſt in his prouder head : 

The which when ſtour Sepbiabs cſpide 
(Well knowing it unſafe to give his fide) 

Preſt likewiſc 1n, ſo that both men and horſe, 
Shoudring cach other, with a double force 
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Fell to the ground : But by accuſtomed $kill, 

And help of tortuncs hand,that ſuccors ſtill 

Bold ſpirits, ſhun'd the danger of the fall, 

And had (lcfle fear'd then hurt)no harm acall : 

They roſe,drew forth their {words, which now begun 

To lo whar their letr ſtaves had lett undone. 
Have ye beheld a Leaguer > In what ſort 

The deep mouth'd Cannon playcs upon the Fort, 

And how by peece-meals it doth batter down 

The yielding walls of the beficged Town 2 

Even fo their {words(whole oft repeated blows 

Could find no patience yet to cnterpoſe 

A breathing reſpite) with redoubled ſtrength 

So hew'd their proofleſle armors, that ar length: 

Their failing truſt began to prove unſound, 

And peece by pecce they dropt upon the ground, 

Truſting their bodies to the bare defence 

Of vertue, and unarmed innocence : 

Such deadly blows were dealt,and {uch requited, 

That Mars himſclt ſtood raviſhrt and affrighted 

To ſee the cruell Combarte ; every blow 

Did act two parts ; both ſtruck and garded too 

Art ſelt-fame inſtant, So incomparable 

Their skiltull quickneſſe was, that none was able 

To ſay,(although their watchfull cyes attended 

The ſtrokes )who made the blow,or who defended : 

Long was it ere their equal skill and torce 

Of arms could ſhew a better,or a worte : 

Neither prevail 'd as yet 3 yet both excelFd 

In not prevailing, Never eye beheld 

More equal odds : No wound as yet could ſhow 

A drop of waſtcd blood, yet every blow 

V 
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Was tull of death : when s&rIful Gameſters play, 
The Chriſtmas Lox ga17.s often more then they, 
Ar length the {word of Argalus(thar never 
Thirſted 1o long in vaine till now ; norevcr 
Made victorious doubttul for to long a {pace ) 
Faſtned a wound on the dilarmed facc 
Of the renown'd Amphzalus, wherein 
Had not his taithtull ſhield born part. and bin 
An cqual ſharer, his unequal toc 
No doubt, had fumm'd his conqueſt in that blow : 
With that the ſtout Amphialus, whole harm 
Gave ſprightly quickneſſe to his wounded arm, 
Uphcav'd his thirity Brondyron, and let flic 
A down right blow 3 but with a fallite 
Reverſt the ſtroke,and left a gaping wound 
In his right arm : But Argalzs, that found 
A loſs of blood, exchang'd his open play, 
And for his more advantage clotely lay 
Vpon a lowerguard ; withal expecting 
A hop'd revenge, which was not long effecting * 
For whill(t Amphnalus( wholc hopes inflam'd 
His tyrannous thoughts with conqueſt,and proclaim'd 
Vndoubtecd victory) heap'd his ſtrokes fo fat 
As if each blow had {corn'd tobe the laſt. 
The watchtul Argalus(whoſe nimble cyc 
Diſpos'd his time, in onely putting by) 
Put home a thrult, (his right toot comming in) 
And picrc'd his Natel, that the wound had bin 
No lefſe then dearth, if Fortune(that can turn 
A miſchief to advantage Jhad forborn 
Toſhew a miracle; for with that blow 
eAmphiatus laſt made, his arm had fo 
Oreſtruck 
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Orcſtruck it {cl : that t1deward to the ground 
He fell ; and fallinghe recciv'd thar wound 
Which(had he ſtood) had enter'd in, point blank, 
But,falling, oncly graz'd upon his flank : 
Being down 5 brave 4rgalus his threatning ſword 
Bids yield : Amphzalas antwering not a word 
(as one, whole mighty ſpirit did diſdain 
A life of alms)bur ſtriving to regain 
His legs, and honor, Argal-s let drive, 
With all che ſtrength a wounded arm could give, 
Vpon his head ; but his hurt arms(not able 
Todo him preſent ſervice,an{werable 
To his defires)let his weapon fall : 
With that Amphralus(though daz'd aiithall) 
Aroſe, but Argalus ran in, and graſpt 
(Being clos'd rogether) with him, were both claſpt 
And grip'd each in th unfriendly arms of cither. 
A whule they grapled, grapling tell together, 
And on the ground, with equal fortune ſtrove 
Sometimes Amphialus was gor above, 
And ſometimes Argalzs, Both joyntly vow'd 
Revenge : both wallow'd in their mingled blood, 
Both bleeding freſh : now Aygalas bids yield ; 
And now Amphialas : Both would win the field, 
Yet neither could ; ar laſt, by tree conſent 
They roſe ; and to thelr breathed ſwords they meant : 
The (ambat's now renew'd,both laying on, 
As if the fight had been but new begun : 
New wounds aflwage the ſmarting of the old, 
And warm blood entermingles with the cold : - 
But Argalus( whoſe wounded arm had loſt 
More blood, then all his body could almoſt 

V2 Supply 
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Supply z and like an unthritr,that expends 
So long as he hath either ſtuck,or friends) 
Bled more then his ſpent fountains could make good 3 
His {pirit could give courage, bur not blood. 
As when to wealthy Clyerts, that wax old 

In ſuit(whoſe Icarned Counſel can uphold, 
And gloze the cauſe alike,on cither fide) 
During the time their rerm!y golden tide 
Shall ow alike from both, 'tis hard to lays 
Who proſpcrs beſt, or who ſhall get the Day, 
Burt he, whoſe water fir{t ſhall ccaſe to flow, 
And ebb to long, till it ſhall cbb too low, 
His cauſe, (through richly ladcn to the brink 
Vith righr)thall ſtrike upon the bar and fink, 
And rhcn an cafie Councell may untold 
The doubt ; the Quettion's ended, with the gold : 
Even 1o our Combatants;the whilit their blood 
\Was equal fpilt ; the cauſe fcem'd equal good, 
The victory cqual,cqual was their arms, 

Their hopes were equal z equal was their harms, 
But when poor eA/galus his waſting blood 
Ebb'd in his veins, (although it —_ a flood, 

A pretious flood,in che ungratefull field, 

His cauſe, his ſtrength ( but not his heart) muſt yield : 
Thus wounded Argalus the more he fail'd, 

The morethe proud Ampiralus prevail'd : 

With that, Amphialus(whoſe noble ſtrife 

Wis put to purchaſe honor, and nor life) 
Percciving what advantage, in the fight 

He gained, and the valor of the Knight, 

Became his ſuitor, that himſelf would pleaſe 
To pity-himſelf, and let the Combat ceale : 


Which 
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Which noble eArgalus(thar never us'd 

In honor to part ſtakes) with thanks retus'd : 
(Like ro a lucklcfſe gameſter; who, the more 
He loſes, is leffe willing tO g1ve ore) 

And filling up his empty veins with ſpurc 
Begins to tum his forces, and unite 


The broken ftrength ; and (like a Lamp that makes 


The greateſt blaze at going ourhe takes 

His {word in both his hands, and at a blow 
Cleit armor,ſhicld,and arm, almoſt in two : 
But now enrag'd Amphialus forgets 

All pitty ; and truſting to his Cards; he (ers 
That ſtock of courage, treafur'd in his breit, 
Making his whole cſtate of ftrength, tus Reit : 
And vics ſuch blows, as Arg lus could not ſec 
Without his loſle of life ; to thundred he 
Upon his wounded body, that each wound 
Scem'd like an open Sluce of blood, that found 


(24) No hand to ſtop it, till rhe dolefull cry 
Ot a moſt beautious Lady,(who wel-nigh 
Had run hcr {clt to death )reſtrain'd his arm 
(Perchance too late)from doing further harm : 

It was the fair Parthesza, who that night 
Had dream'd, ſhe ſaw her huſband in the plight 
She now had tound him : Fear and love together 


Gave herno reſt,till they had brought her thither : 


The nature of her fear lid now begin 
Teexpel the fear of Nature ; ſtepping in 


Betwcene- 
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Berwecne rheir pointing {words, the proftrate lay 
Betore their blood-bedapbled fect, to {ay 

She knew not what ; for as her lips would ſtrive 
To be deliver d, a deep {igh would drive 
Th'abortive ifſue of her language forth, 
Which,born untimely,peritht in the birth : 
And it her fighs would give her leave to vent it, 
O, then a tear woud trickle, and prevent it, 

But when the wind of her loud fighes had laid 
The ſhowre of her tears, the {ob'd and (aid : 

O wretched eyes of mine | O wailful ſight | « 

O day of darkneſſe | 0 eternal might | 

And there ſhe ſtopt; her eyes being fixt upon 
Amphzalas ; (he figh'd and thus went on: 


My Lora ; 
'Tis ſad you love : then by that ſacred power 
Of love,as you'd find mercy1n the houy 
Of greateſt miſery,leave off 5 and ſheath 
Your bloody ſword : or elſe if ought but death, 
May ſlack your anger, O let mine, let mine 
Be a ſuffictent offr1ng at the Shrine 
; Of your appeaſed thoughts, or, if thu thir( 
For Argalus bis life, then take mine firſt : 
Or,tf for noble blood you ſeek, if ſo, 
Accept of mine , my bluod 1s noble too, 
And worth the ſpring : Even for ber dear ſake, 
Your tender ſoul affets, awake, awake 
Your noble mercy. Grant I care i0t whether : 
Let me de firſt ; or kill us both together. 

With that Amphialus was about to ſpeake, 
But 4rgalus(whole heart did almoſt breake 
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To hcar Paythemaes words)made this reply. 

Parthenia, ab Parthenia, Then muſt I 
Be bought and ſold for tears >15 my conettron 
So poor 1 cannot live, but by Petition ? 

So ſaid ; He (tept atide(ftor fear, by chance, 

The fury of ſome miſguided blow may glance 
And touch Parthezra)and fill'd with high difdain, 
Would have begun the Combat freſh again : 

But now Amphralus was charm'd 3 his hand 
Had not {ufhicient warrant to withſtand 
Partherta's fuit, from whole fair eycs there came 
Such prec1ous rears, in fo belov'd a name : 

His eycs grew tender, and his melting heart 
Vas overcome zhis very ſoul did (mart; 

He ſtirred not, bur kept him at a diſtance : 

And (putting by tome blows)made no reſiſtance, 

But what can long endure > Lamps wanting oy] 
Muſt our at laſt, although they blazea while : 


3 


Trees wanting lap mult wither : ſtrength and beauty 


Can claim no priviledge to quit that duty 
They ow to Trme and Charge ; but like a Vine 
(The unſound tupporters Galingyauk decline : 
Poor Argalus grows faint, and muſt g1ve ore 
To ſtrike ; his teeble arms can ſtrike no more : 
And naturcs pale-tac'd Barly now diſtrains 

His blood, for that {mall debt that yer remains 
Unpaid : His 2rm that cannot uſe the p6inr, 
Now lcans upon the Pomel ; every joynt 
Diſclaims rhcir 1dle finews 3 and his eye 

Begins to double every object by ; 

Nothing appears the fame is was z the ground, 
And all thereon does {cem to dance the round : 


His 
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His legsgrow taint, and thinking to {it down, 
He mitit nis Chair, and fell into a (wound. 
With that Amphzalus and Parthenra ran, 
Ran in with haſte, Amphialus began 
To looſe his Helmet, whil it her buſt palm 
Chat'd his cold remples,and(liſtilling Balm 
Into his wounds her haſty fingers tore 
Her linnen fleeves,and partlet that ſhe wore, 
To wipe the tcar-mixt blood away, and wrap 
His wou nds withall ; upon her panting lap 
She laid his livelefſe head,and(wanting bands 
To bind his blSody cloaths) her nimble hands 
(As if it were ordained for that.cnd, 
And therefore made {o long)did freely rend 
Her dainty hair, by handfuls from her head 
But as ſhe wrapt the vvounds, her eyes vvould ſhed 
And wet the rags ſo much, that ſhe vvas fain 
Wirth ſighs and fobs to dry it up again : 
Thus halt diſtracted vvith her gricts and fears, 
Theſc vvords ſhe intermingles vvith her tears. 


D:ſtreſſ*d Parthenia ! Into what eſtate 
Hath fortune, and the direfull hand of Fate 
Drrven thy perplexed ſoul > O thou, 0 thou, 
That wert the preſident of all joyes, but now, 
Now turn'd th'example of all miſery 
For torments, worſe then death, to prafliſe by 
How leſſe then nothing art thou > and how more 

Then miſerable | Thou that wert before 

All Ladtes of the Earth for hap pineſſe 

But very nows(ah me \)now nothing leſſe : 

0 angry Heavens, what hath Parthenia done, 
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To be thus plagu'd> or why not plagu'd alone, 
If guilty > what ſhall poor Parthenia do? . 
Towhom ſhall ſhe complain > alas | or who 
Shall give relief > Nay, who can grve reliefe 
To her that hopes for ſuccour from her grief | 
O death \ Muſt we be parted then for ever : 
eAnd never meet again? what, never, newer ? 
Orſhall Parthenia zow be ſo unkinde, 
To leave her Argalus,and ſtay behind > 
No, 0, my deareft Argalus, make yoom 
(There's room enough in Heaven) I come, I come. 

Who ever ſaw a dying coal of fire, 
Lurk in warm embers (till ſome breath inſpirc 
A forc'd revival )how obſcure it lies, 
And being blown;glimmers a while and dics, 
So Argalaus, to whom Parthenia's breath 
Giving new lite, (a life in ſpight of death) 
Recal'd him from his death-reſembling trance, 
Who from a panting pillow did advance 
His feeble head,and looking up, he made 
Hard ſhift to force a language, and thus faid : 

My dear Parthenia, Now my glaſſe ts rus, 
The T aper tells me that the Play 1s done, 
My dayes are ſumm'"d,death ſetzes on my heart ; 
Alas | the time ts come, and we muſt part : 
ret Ly my better hopes grim death duh bring 
No grief to Argalus, x0 other fling 
But this, that 1 muſt leave thee,even before 
My grateful ations can cyoſs the ſcore 
oft; dear merits. 
But y bs it pleaſes h1m,whoſe wiſedom (ill 
Diſpoſes all things by h1s better wall, 
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Depend upon his goodneſſe, and rely 
V por his pleafure rot enquiriag why, 
And truſt that onday wee ſhall meet, and then 
Enjoy each other, ne'r to part agen : 
Mean while le ve happy : Let Parthenia make 
No doutt, but Leſſed Argalus ſhall partake 
1 all hey joyes on earth,which ſhall encreaſe 
His joyes tn heaUenand ſoals eternall peace : 
Love well the dear remembyance of thy true 
And faithfull Argalus ; let zo thought renew 
My laſt diſgrace : Think not the hand of Fate 
Made me unworthy, thou unfortunate: 
And as heſpake that vvorp, his lips did vent 
A ſigh, vvhole violence had vvell-nigh rent 
His heart in'tvvain z and-vvhen;a parting kifle 
Had given him carneſt of approaching bliſle, 
He ſnatch'd his {vvord into his hand, and.cry'd, 
O death | Thou art a conqueror.z and dy'd. 
With that Parthenrs, vvhoſe livelihood vvas founded 
Upon his lite, bovv'd-dovvn her head and {vvounded ; 
But, Grief,.that((like a Lion)lovesto play 
Betore it kills, gave death a longer day, 
Elſe had Parthez/ady'd, fince death deprived. 
Him of his life, in vvhole dear life ſhe lived. 
But ah ! Parther4a's ſorrovv vvas too deep ; 
Too too unruly, to be lul!'d aſleep 
By ought but death : ſhe ſtartles fromiher ſvvound, 
And nimbly riſtng from the loathed ground, 
Kneels doyvn, and layes her:-trembling hand upon 
His luke-vvarm lips, but finding his breath gone, 
Grict playes the tyrant, fierce diſtraftions -drivesher 
She knovvs not vvyhere, unbounded rage deprives her 
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Of ſence and language, here and there ſhe goes, 
Not knowing what to do, nor what ſhe does : 
Sometimes, her fair miſguided hand will tear 
Her beautious face,{ometimes,her beauteous hair ; 
As if their uſe could ftand her in no ſtead, 
Since her beloved Argalus was dead. 

But now Amphzalus (rhat all this ſpace 
Stood like an idol taſtned to hus place ; 
Where with a world of tears he did bemone 
The deed,that his unlucky hands had done) 
Well knowing that his words !would aggravate, 
Not caſe the muſcry of her woful ſtate, 
Spake not, bur caus'd her woman thar came with her 
To urge her to the Ferry, where together 


(25) With her dead Argalus ſhe 'mbarkt 4 from 
She would not part:No fooner was ſhe come «(whom 
To t'other ſhore, but all the funeral ſtate, 

Of Military Diſcipline did wait 

Upon the corps,whil'ſt troops of trickling cyes 
Fore-ran the well-pertorm'd folemniries : 

The Marſhal Trumpet breath'd her dolctull ſound, 
Whiſk other trail'd their Enfignes on the ground: 


I (25) Thus vvas the moſt lamented Corps coavaid 
Upon a Chariog lin'd, and over-laid 
| X 2 With 
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Wirh Sable, to his houſe, a houſe, then night 
More black, no more the Palace of Del:ght : 
Where now we leave him to receive the Crown 
Prepar'd for vertue, and deſ{crv*d renown : 
Where now we leave him to be full poſlecſt 
Of endlefle Peace, and cverlaſting elk 
But who ſhall comfort poor Pa-thexta now ? 
What Oratory can preva1l > or.how 
Can counſell chuſe, but bluſh to undergo 
So vain a taske,and be condemned roo 2 
May rcaſon move a heart, whoſe beſt relict 
Conſiſts in deſp'rate ycelding to a gricte 2 
Or what advice can reliſh in her ears 
That weeps, and takes a pleaſure in her tears 2 
Readers, forbear, ſorrowes that are lamented 
Are but exulcerated, ut augmented : 
Forbear attempt,where there ts no prevailing, 
eA deſp'rate grief grows ſtronger by bewailing, 
Leave her to time and fortune : let your eyes - 
No longerpry into-her miſertes : 
True mourners love to be beheld of none, 
wha truely grieves,deſires to grieve aloxe. 
But now our bloodhound Muſe muſt draw,and track 
Amph1alus, and bring the murtherer back 
To anew Combate ::'Where, if Fortune pleaſe 
To crown your Tragick Scene,and to appeaſe 
The crying blood of Argalus,with blood 
Our better reliſh ſtory(making ood 
Your hopefull expetations)ſhall befriend 
The tears of our Parthenia, an end. 
Soon as the ſtout Amphialss had out-worne 
The danger of his wounds, and made returge 
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Book.1II. 


Argalus and Parthenis, 


Into the Martiall Camp, there to maintain 
His new got honor,and to entertain 
Agerieved challengers, that ſhall demand 
Or leck for {atisfaCtion from his hand ; 
An armed Kz:ght came praunſing ore the plain, 
Denouncing War, and breathing for Diſdain : 
Four Dam'tels uſhered him, in Sable Weeds ; 
And tour came atter, all on mourning Steeds : 
His curious armor was ſo painted over 
With lively ſhadows, that you might diſcover 
The Image of a gaping Sepulchre : 
About the which,were {cattercd here, and there 
Some dead mens bones : His horſe was black as [ct, 
His furniture was round about beſet 
With branches;ſlipt from the ſad Cypreſle tree, 
His baſes(reaching tar below the knee ) 
Embroidercd over with worms : upon his ſhield, 
For his Imprefſle, he had a beautious childe, 
Whoſe body had two heads, whereof the t'once 
Appear'd quite dead ; the r'other (drawing on) 
Did teem ro gaſp for breath,and underneath, 
This Motto was tubſcrib'd, From death, by death : 
Thus arm'd to point, he ſent his bold defie 
T* Amphialus,who ſent asquick reply. 


(27) Forthwith, being ſummon'd, by the Trumpets 
They (tart ; bur brave Amphralus,that tound, (ſound 


The Krzght had miſt his reſt, (as yet not met) 
Scorniing to take advantage,would not let 


T .- 


His 
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His Launce deſcend, nor (bravely paſhng by) 
Encounter his befriended enemy. 

Whercat the angry Knight(not apt to brooke 
Such-unſupportable miſhap) torſooke 


His white mouth'd Steed, throwing his Launce aſide, 


(Which too roo partial Fortune hath denide 
A fair ſucccſſc)drew forth his glittering {word : 
Whercat eAmphiales lighted (who abhorr'd 

A conquelt meerly by advantage gain'd, 
Eſteeming it but robb'd,and not obratn'd) 
Drew forth his ſword; and for a little fpace 
Their ſtrokes contended with an equal pace, 
And fiercenefle : he herein did more ditcover 
A bravery then anger,whil'ſt rhe other 
Bewray'd mere flea, then either skill,or ſtrength, 
To manage 1t : Amphralus at length, 

With more then wonted caſc,d1d batter {0 

His 11] defended armor,that each blow, 

Open'd a door, for death to enter in: - 

And now the noble Conqueror does begin 

To hate(o poor a conqueſt,and difdain' 

To takea life, ſocafily obtain'd, 

And mov'd with pity, (Repping back) he ſtaid 
His unreſiſted wa 14h | (ard, 

Ser Knight, conteſt no more ; but take the peace 

Of your own paſſion : Let the combate ceaſe, 

Seek not your cauſeleſſe rutne ;, turn your arm 

(Better tmploy'd)'garnft ſuch, as wiſh your harm , 
Husband your life, before it be too late, 

Fall not ty him, that we'r deſerd your hate. 

To whom, the Xzight rerurn'd theſe wordsagain, 

Thou lyeſt, falſe Traitor, and Ihere diſdain 


Both 


—h——— 


Book. 1{I, Argalus and P grihenia. 


Both words and mercy with a baſe defie, 
And to thy throat my ſword ſhall turn the lie, 
To whom Amphzalus: Vactuil Krzght, 
Couranotus 132 nothing but 11 ſpight, 
And baſe diſcourteſie, thou ſoon ſhalt know 
Whe:ker thy tongue betrayes thy heart, or no. 
| Andas he ſpake, he gave him tfuch a wound 
"Upon the neck;as {truck him to the ground : 
And, with the tall, his \word{that now deny'd 
Il mercyJficrcely tilrs into his fide : 
hat done ; he loos'd his Helget,with intcnr, 
To make his overlaviſh tongue repent 
Of theſe baſe words, he had fo baſcly ſaid, 
Or cle, to crop him ſhorter by the head. 

Who ever {aw'thilluſtriouseyc of Noon - 
(New broken from a glootmy-cloud)ſend down 
His carth rcjoycingglory, and diſplay 
His golden beams uponthe ſons ot Day : 

Even ſo, the helmer being gone; a fair 

And coſtly treaſure of-unbraided hair 

Orcſpred the ſhoulders of the vanquitht:Knight, 
Whoſe now dilcover'd viſage(in deſpight 

Of neighb'ring death,)did witnefſe and proclame 
A ſoveraign bcauty-in Parthemia's name, 

And ſhe it was indeed;ſec howhe lies 

Smiling on dcathzas i her bleſſtd'eyes*. j 
(Bleſt in their beſt deftres)had {pied 

His face already,for whole ſake the dicd : 

The Lzles,and the Reſes(thar while cre 

Strove in her cheeks;til] they-compounded there 
Have broke their truce, and freſhly taln toblows, 
Behold the Lzlly hach orecome the Roſe : 


hl 


Her 
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Her Alabaſter neck ( that did out-go ) 

The Doves in whiteneſle, 0y the new faln Snow) 
Was ſtain'd with blood, as if the red did {cek 
Protection rhere,being baniſhg from her cheek : 
So full of {weetneſſe was her dying face, 

That death had not the power to Ni lace 

Her native beauty ; onely by tranſlation, 
Moulded,and cloath'd it in a newer faſhion. 


(28) But now Amphralus,(in whom grict and ſhame 
Ot this unlucky victory, did claim 
An equal intereſt) proſtrate on the Earth, 
Accurs'd his ſword, his arm, his hour of birth ; 
Caſting his Helmet, and his Gauntlet by, 
His undifſembling tears did teſtifie 
What words could not : But finding her eſtate 
More apt for help, then griet(though both too late) 
Crept on his knees, and begging pardon of her, 
His hands(his often curſed hands) did proffer 
Their needlefle help, and, with his life to ſhow 
What honor a devoted heart could do: 
Whereto Parthemza (whole expiring breath 
Gave ſpeedy ſignes of a deſired death) 
Turning her fixt(bur oft recalledJeyes, 
Upon Awphzalus, faintly thus replies, 


Str, you have done enough, and 1 require 
No more « Your bands bave done, what I deſire, 
what I expet : and if againſt your will, 
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The better 5 ſo T wilh your favors ſtill, 

Yet one thing more(1f enemies may ſue) 

I crave which is :which 1s, to be untoucht by you, 
And as for honor,all that I demand, 

Is, not to purchaſe honor from your hand : 

Nb, 10, 'twas 1.0 [uch bargain made , That be, 


whoſe bands had kill'd my Argalus,ſhould help me : 


Your hands have done enough, 1 crave no more 5 
And for the deeds ſake, I forgeie the doer. 


What then remazns > but that I goto re(l 

with Argalus,and to te repeſſeſt, 

Of b:m,with him for ever to abrde, 

Ere ſince whoſe death, Thave ſo often died, 

And there ſhe fainted(even as it the Clock 

Otdeath,had given a warning ere it ſtruck) 

But toon returning to her ſelt again : 

welcome ſweet death,laid ſhewhoſe minutes pain 

Shall crown this ſoul with everlaſting pleaſure; 

Come,come, and welcome, I attend thy leaſare : 

Delay me not : O do me not that wrong, 

My Argalus w:ll chide Tftayſo long : 

O now I feele the Gordian knotted bands 

Of life unti'd : O heavens \ into your hanis 

Trecommend my better par*,with tr 4ſt 

To find you much more mercifull, then juſt, 

(Yet truely juſt mithal)0 life ! O death | 

I call you to a nitneſſe,that this breath 

Ne'r drew a blaſt of comfort,ſince that houre 

My Arg'lus died : O thou eterncall power, 

Shroud all my faults beneath the milk-white vail 

Of thy dear mercy ;, and when this tongue ſhall fail 
r 
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To ſpeake: O then, 
And as i.e ipake( O thez) O then ſhe lcfr 
To {peak 3 and being —_— beretr - 
Ot words,the fatal Siſter did divide 
Her (lender twine of lifc,and lo ſhe di'd, 

So di'd Parthenia,in whole cloſed cyes 
The world of bcauty and pertection lies 
Lockt up by Angels(as a thing divine) 

From mortal cycs,the whilſt her vertues ſhin 
In perfect glory, in the throne of glory, 
Leaving the world no rclique,but the ſtory 
Of Earths pertc&tion; tor the mouth of tame 
To con{ccrate to her,cternall name, 
Which ſhall ſurvive.(if Muſes can divine) 
(Tnough not in theſe poor monuments of mine) 
To th'end of days, and by the looter rimes, 
Shall be deliver'd to ſucceeding times : 
So long as beauty ſhall but find a friend, 
Parthemaes laſting tame ſhall never end : 

/ Till, ro be truely vertuous, to be chaſt, 
Be held a fin, Parthemiaes name ſhall laſt. 

Thus when Amphzalas had put out this Lamp, 
This Lamp of honor, he forſook the Camp, 
And, like a willing pris'ner was confin'd 
To the ſtrick limits of a troubled minde : 

No Jury need b'impannell'd or agreed 

Upon the Verdi, none to atteſt the deed ; 

None to give ſentence, in the udgment-Hall ; 
Himſclf was witnefle, Jury, fad and all z 
V'Vhere now we leave him,whilſt we turn our cycs 
Upon Partheniaes woman, whole fierce cryes 
Intorcea helpleſſe audience : 1t is ſara, 


when 
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When Troy was taken, ſuch a cry was made. 
One ſnatchrt Partherraes {word,reſolv'd to dic 
Paxthentaes death : Another raving by, 
Strove for the weapon ; through which eager ſtrife, 
They both were hindred,and cach ſav'd a life. 
Others,whom wiſer paſſion had taught how 
To grieve at cakier rates,did rudely throw 
Their carelcflc Bodics on the purple floore: 
VVhere,ſprinkling duſt upon therr heads, they tore 
Their tangled hair,and garments drenchrt in tears 
And cry'd,as if Parihearaes blcfſed cars 
Could hear the voyce of grict,ſuch grits as would 
Return her from her glory,it they could : * 
Each heart was turn'd a V Vardrobe of true paſſion, 
VVhere griets were clothed in a ſeverall faſhign, 
Somctimcs their torrow would recal to view 
Her vertue,chaſtneſs,{weetnefke,and renew 
Their waſtcd paſlions,and oft-times they bann'4 
Themlſelves,tor obeying her unjuſt command. 
And now by this the mournful trump of Fame 
(Grown hoarie with very forrow)did proclame 
And ſpread her doletull tidings, whillt all cars 
And eyes were filld with death,and ſliding tears: 
Pirty and ſorrow muxt with admiration, 
Became the threetold ſubjett of all paſſion : 
Grief went her progreſle through all hearts or none, 
From the poor Cottage to the Princely rhrone 
Could one a thought, whole beſt advite could borrow 
The ſmalleſt reſpite from the extreams of ſorrow. 
Bur all this while, Baſplzus Princcly breſt, 
As it commanded,ſo out, griev'd the reſt : 
His ſhare was treble : Hearts of Kings are deep 
Ta And 
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And cloſe , what once they entertain, they keepe 
With violence : the violence of his paſſion 
Admits no means,as yer,no moderation : 


(29) But ſoon as gricf had done her private rights 

And dues to Hoxoy : Honor (that delights 

In publick ſervice,and can make the breath 

Ot ſighs and ſobs ro triumph over death) 

Call'd in Solemnity, with all her train 

And Military pomp to entertain 

Our welcome Mourners, whoſe {low paces tread 

The paths of death 3 and, with ſad triumph lcad 

The flumbring body,to that bed of reſt, 

Where nothing can diſquict,or moleſt 

Her ſacred aſhes, there intombed, lay 

The valiant Argalas ; and there, they ſay * 

Ere fince,that time, th' Arcadians once a year, 

Viſit the ruines of their ſepulchre ; 

And in a memorial of their faithfull loves, 
Therebuilt an Altar,where to milkewhite Doves 
They yeerly offer two the hallowed fame 
Of Argalns and his Parthentaes name. 
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Hos ego wer ſiculos. 


FT rhe !0 the Damask Roſe you ſee, 

$- like the bloſſome 0n a Tree 

Or like the darnty flowre of Mays 

Or like the moyn19g to the day, 

Or like the $an, or like the (bade, 

Or like the gourd that Jonas had, * 
Even ſuch is man whoſe threed 1s ſpur. 
Drawn out, and cut, and ſo es done. 


The Roſe withers, the bloſſom blaſtetb, 
T he flower fades, the morning haſteth : 
The Sun ſets, the ſhadow flies, 

The Gourd conſumes, and man he dies. 


Like to the blaze of fond del:ght; 
Or like a morning clear and bright, 
Or like a Froſt, or like aſhowre, * 
Or like the pride of Babels Tower, 
Or like the hour that guides the Time, 
Or like to beauty 11 ber you - 
Even ſuch is man, whoſe glory lends 
His life a blaze or two, aud enas: 


Delights vaniſh, the morn ore-cafteth, - 
The Proſt breaks, the ſhower haſteth, 
The Tower falls, the hour ſpends, 

The beauty fades,and mans life ends. 


Fr. Quarls, 
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The: Authors Dream, 


M Y ſins ave hike the hairs upen my head, 
1V 1 4d raiſe their Auait to as hivb a ſcore : 
In this they differ : T heſe do daily ſhed, 
But ah | my ſis grow daily more and more. 
I f by my harys thou #umber out my ſins; 
Heglen make me oald Lefoyethe day beyins, 


2, 


My fins are like the ſands upon the ſhore, 
which every etb layes open to the eye, 
In this they differ : Theſe are cover d ore 
With every trde, my fins lull open the. 
If thou wiltmake my bead a ſea of tears, 
O they mill hade the fins of all my years. 


3+ 


My fins are like'the Stars within the 5h1es, 

11 UViewyn numbes even as bright, as gyeat : 
In this they differ : Theſe do ſet and riſe ; 
But ah my ſos do rife, but never fet. 

Shine Sun of glory, and my fins are gone 
Like tmenkh1w2Stavs, before the riſing $9. 


Fr. Quarles, 


FINIS, 


